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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


A REQUEST that the London County Council should include 
a code of practice on piling in building by-laws is being 
made by Bethnal Green Borough Council. p. 580 


BRISTOL CORPORATION is to set up a quantity surveying 
department. p. 580 


THAT SELECTIVE tendering should be universally adopted 
is one of the recommendations made by the Foint Committee 
on Tendering Procedure which has now made its Report. A 
summary of conclusions and recommendations is given on 


p. 582 


THE FIRST PRIZE in the competition for the ‘‘ Children’s 
Church”? of St. Nicholas, at Sighthill, Edinburgh, has been 
won by Mr. Archibald M. Doak and Mr. A. R. Whitelaw. 
The winning design, together with those placed second and 
third, is illustrated on p. 585 


IN REPLY to a question in the House of Commons on March 23 
Sir David Eccles said he had not received any applications 
for building licences in respect of entire areas in the City of 
London. p. 602 


THE MINISTER OF HOUSING AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT has decided to compile,.and maintain 
on a permanent basis, particulars of schemes which will 
comprise a “‘ list of works’? being works which local authori- 
ties would wish to start if they could within the following 
six or seven years. p. 604 


HOUSING PLANS in Birmingham in future are not likely 
to include the erection of any more “ skyscraper’? flats 
because of their cost. p. 606 





TENDERING PROCEDURE : THE 
ROBERTSON REPORT 


THE Joint Committee on Tendering Procedure (‘the 

Robertson Committee ’’) has now published its Report, 
and detailed extracts are reprinted elsewhere in this issue. 
The Committee, as many of our readers will recall, was set up 
as a result of a letter written in December, 1952, by Sir David 
Eccles to the President of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects. It was not, however, a Government committee, 
and has consisted solely of representatives of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors and the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers. ‘This somewhat limited membership has 
perhaps been both its strength and weakness. 

It was originally contemplated that, in view of the interest 
of local authorities in the subject as building owners, the 
Committee should include representatives of the local authority 
associations, but the plan fell through because some of the 
associations were unwilling to co-operate. There is, however, 
no logical reason why one class of building owner should be 
singled out for favourable treatment, and the absence of the 
local authorities from the Committee does not detract from 
the value of the Report. A rather more serious disappointment 
which the Report does not specifically mention, was the failure 
of the Committee to secure the co-operation of the specialists 
and sub-contractors. As mentioned in The Builder last June, 
an invitation was given to the Federation of Associations of 
Specialists and Sub-Contractors [FASS] to enter into certain 
phases of the inquiry, but FASS declined to accept an invita- 
tion of this limited nature. It is to be hoped that this will not 
create prejudice against the Report. Some of the recom- 
mendations may arouse controversy, but any such controversy 
must be conducted on its merits and must not be pre-judged 
by views one way or the other as to the respective attitudes 
of the Committee and its constituents on the one hand and 
FASS on the other. It would be especially unfortunate if 
controversy over one aspect of the Report were to obscure 
its very real merits in other directions. 

The most important features of the Report are undoubtedly 
its support for the recommendations of the famous Simon 
Committee which reported in 1944, and the announcement that 
a permanent committee is to be set up to keep the subject of 
contract procedure under continuous review. This perman- 
ent committee (like the Robertson Committee itself) is to 
consist of representatives of the RIBA, RICS, and the 
NFBTE. The Robertson Report recommends that this 
permanent committee should :— 

(i) make periodic statements to the Press reviewing the progress 
made in implementing the recommendations of the Simon and 
Robertson Reports. 

(ii) devote its attention to outstanding problems, including that 
of closer co-operation with representatives of the associations of 
local authorities. 

The permanent committee’s efforts will be supplemented 
by regional and local organisations constituted presumably on 
the same tripartite basis. 

The need for such a committee can hardly be doubted. It 
is now nearly ten years since the Simon Report was published, 
but all too little has been done to implement its recommenda- 
tions on such matters as selective tendering and the advance 
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planning of contract works. The main offenders in the 
matter of inviting tenders from all and sundry appear to be 
the local authorities, and it is to be hoped that the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government will take immediate steps 
to bring about a change in the practice of local authorities. 
As the Robertson Committee indicates, the Ministry are in a 
particularly favourable position to do this, because most local 
authority building projects require a loan sanction, and many 
receive subsidy. Local authorities, it is true, are independent 
and democratically elected bodies, and ought not to be sub- 
jected to unnecessary interference from Whitehall. But 
Government departments are nowadays not averse to giving 
a lead when it suits them to do so, and the advantages of 
selective tendering are such that the Ministry would un- 
doubtedly be justified in bringing some pressure upon local 
authorities, where necessary, for on the active co-operation 
of local authorities largely rests the question whether the 
Report remains as recommendations or becomes an active 
instrument in increasing efficiency and reducing costs. The 
Ministry could also render a useful service by clearing up the 
doubts which some local authorities appear to entertain as 
to their power to adopt selective tendering. 

Apart from the local authorities, who are said to account for 
about 35 per cent. of the national building programme, there 
are two other categories of building owners—the contracting 
Government departments and the private owners. The 
Government departments have assured the Robertson Com- 
mittee that they will in no circumstances revert to the pre-war 
habit of indiscriminate tendering. Selective tendering is already 
the normal practice of private owners, but there is still much to 
be done to persuade building owners generally of the critical 
importance of proper planning in advance, adequate time for 
tendering and the prompt acceptance of tenders. ‘The most 
difficult task posed by the Report will be to influence the private 
building owners—the firms, institutions and individuals who 
only occasionally enter into building contracts. Again, 
although it may be relatively easy to convince the officials of 
local authorities, it will be difficult to reach the great body of 
councillors with whom rests the responsibility of making 
decisions. ‘There is obviously great scope for the use of 
imaginative methods in educating the public on these matters. 
It is to be hoped that the new committee, backed if need be 
by the Ministry of Works, will press on with their task both 
imaginatively and vigorously. 

The new committee might also consider a matter which is 
not referred to in the Robertson Report, but may nevertheless 
be of some importance—namely, the desirability of returning 
bills of quantities unopened to unsuccessful tenderers. 
Where selective tendering is adopted, the lowest tender must 
nearly always be accepted as a matter of etiquette if not of 
legal requirement, but this does not necessarily apply where 
it is open to anyone to tender. A requirement that bills 
should be returned’ unopened to unsuccessful tenderers 
precludes the less scrupulous building owner or his architect 
from comparing bills with a view to getting a lower price by 
accepting a rather higher tender and then using variation 
orders to cut down on one or two particularly expensive items. 
The new committee might usefully inquire as to how far this 
practice is adopted, and if need be take steps to check it by 
the means suggested. The new committee will have the 
good wishes of the industry in carrying out its task. 

To turn to one other aspect of the Report, the Robertson 
Committee has recommended that representatives of the manu- 
facturers, merchants and contractors should confer with a 
view to securing the abolition by stages of the clause in the 
Standard Form of Contract which provides for a rise or fall 
in the contract figure according to fluctuations in the prices 
of materials. The Robertson Committee have felt, as did 
the Simon Committee, that the abolition of this clause would 
give contractors the incentive to buy in the cheapest market. 
It is also pointed out that the fluctuations clause also nullifies 
many of the advantages of a lump sum contract, but this 
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argument would be equally applicable to the fluctuations 
clause for wages which is not mentioned. The Robertson 
Committee are aware of the difficulties of abolishing the 
fluctuations clause for materials and the risk that contractors 
would make provision in their tenders against the contingency 
of increased prices. For this reason, the Report suggests that 
in the first place the clause should be dispensed with in con. 
tracts for periods not exceeding twelve months, the way being 
paved, perhaps, by permitting contractors to qualify their 
tender as subject to adjustment in respect of the prices of any 
important materials which they agreed to list. We regard this 
proposal as important, for not until hard contract prices can 
be secured will there be any real downward pressure exerted 
to check rises in materials cost and improve all-round 
productivity. 

The best thanks of the industry are due to Mr. Howard 
Robertson and his colleagues for a very useful Report. 


ROYAL SOCIETY OF ARTS 


Two hundred years ago—to be precise on March 22, 1754~ 

eleven men assembled at Rawthmell’s Coffee House in 
Westminster, to found the Society for the Encouragement of 
Arts, Manufactures and Commerce, among them Viscount 
Folkestone, who was to be the first president. Last week, on 
the two hundredth anniversary of that meeting, Lord Radnor, 
the Viscount’s lineal descendant and chairman of the Society’s 
council, sat beneath a portrait of his ancestor in the lecture 
hall of the Society’s building, to preside over the opening of a 
week’s Bicentenary celebrations and to receive the congratu- 
latory messages of 60 kindred organisations. 

The bodies paying tribute began with the Royal College of 
Physicians of London, founded in 1518, and ended with the 
Modular Society, founded in 1953, and not a few of them owed 
their origin to the Royal Society of Arts. The interest of the 
proceedings was heightened by the fact that they took place in 
the hall of the graceful building designed for the Society by 
Robert Adam in 1774, now one of the few surviving fragments 
of Adelphi. 

The Society has always had the support of men of eminence 
in varied walks of life. Early members included Horace Wal- 
pole, Joseph Banks, Roubiliac, Dr. Arne, Garrick, Gibbon, the 
Earl of Chatham, Lord Chesterfield, Robert Adam, Benjamin 
Franklin, Drummond the banker, Thrale the brewer, Chippen- 
dale, Sheridan, Sterne, Stubbs, Doctor Johnson, and others; 
while in the mid-nineteenth century, under the presidency of 
the Prince Consort, the Society, greatly developing its activities, 
attracted to its service men of an equal distinction. It is 
fortunate to-day in having the Duke of Edinburgh as President. 

The Society can look back with satisfaction on a fine record of 
work accomplished. 'The measure of its success is the number 
of organisations, cultural, scientific and imperial, which owe 
their existence to its pioneering activities—the Royal Academy, 
the Royal Photographic Society, the Patent Office, the City and 
Guilds of London Institute, to mention only a few—and to 
say nothing of the 1851 Exhibition and the Festival of Britain. 
Its success, indeed, in setting new organisations and projects 
on their feet means that the Society must be ever alert to 
promote further good new works. 

Dr. Pevsner touched on this point in the first of his Bi- 
centenary lectures to the Society, some extracts from which are 
given elsewhere in this issue, and observed that, in spite of all 
the existing organisations, not all the avenues are yet explored. 
He suggested that the Society might form a Repository of 
Industrial Art—a permanent collection with many sma 
travelling exhibitions, the object being to promote a wider 
appreciation of the best work of our time. "There was, he said, 
no lead in contemporary design yet coming from on high. 

The suggestion appears to be an excellent one. ‘To estab- 
lish and get generally accepted a contemporary standard of 
design and taste comparable with that reached in England 
during the “ Golden Age ”’ of the eighteenth century would be 
an achievement of outstanding value. All who wish the 
industrial arts to flourish’ will join with those kindred institu- 
tions that gathered in Adelphi last week in paying homage ¥? 
the RSA, and wish it well as it sets out on a third century % 
beneficent activity. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


TENDERING PROCEDURE 


HE launching of the Report of the 
Joint Committee on Tendering, 
which took place on Monday night at the 
RIBA, went well. Mr. HowarD ROBERTSON 
forestalled much possible criticism by 
sying that though the Report might be 
jim it resembled in that respect good 
architecture: “‘the simpler it is the longer 
ittakes to do it.’”” Mr. Robertson stated 
that the Committee had held 18 meetings, 
and summarised the report by saying that 
it sought to secure the abolition of 
indiscriminate tendering; the eventual 
abandonment of the rise or fall clause; 
and to set up a joint consultative com- 
mittee of the RIBA, the RICS and the 
NFBTE to keep contract matters con- 
tinually under review. A meeting of the 
three bodies will be held within the next 
fortnight to work out details of the method 
of consultation. 

Many of the questions arose from a 
desire to know the reasons which led the 
Committee to believe that the present 
report (admittedly an up-to-date para- 
phrasing of the Simon Committee report 
of 1944, influenced by the reports of the 
Working Party and the Anglo-American 
productivity team) would achieve any 
bigger impact upon the building public. 
This is, of course, the crux of the matter 
and Mr. Robertson and other members of 
his Committee answered it fairly enough 
by saying that there was now reason to 
hope that the local authorities, with the 
backing of the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, would see the many 
advantages of the proposals, which several 
of the Government departments were now 
themselves implementing. 'The duty of 
securing that private developers followed 
the recommendations devolved on the 
architect, assisted by the Press. This 
brings us back to what is perhaps the 
outstanding proposal made by the Report 
—the formation of the Joint Committee, 
on the effectiveness of which may well 
depend the effectiveness of the Report. 


COMPETITION TROUBLE 


_ ScoTLanp, following England and Eire, 
is now suffering from that critical after- 
math which has arisen from too many 
recently decided competitions. Only 
the limited competition for a school at 
Falmouth, assessed for the Cornwall CC 
by Mr. Howard Lobb, appears so far to 
have escaped criticism from public and 
Profession. The Scottish competition 
now under discussion (for a church at 
Sighthill, illustrated in this issue) is 
different from the others, for the awards 
have come under raking fire from the 
assessors. ‘They, in making the awards, 
have said in effect that those designs 
which keep within the cost limit are 
unworthy architecturally while those which 
the assessors like aesthetically cannot be 
built for the money. The advice tendered 
to the promoters, therefore, is that the five 
designs placed first, with a further eight, 
should be redesigned, the authors of the 
winner: to carry out the building. 

._ With every sympathy for the assessors 
in their difficult job, we think this recom- 
Mendation to be unhelpful. The task 
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RESTORATION OF THE TEMPLE CHURCH. The famous Temple Church 
in the City of London, bombed in 1941, has been substantially restored and was re- 
dedicated on March 23 in the presence of the Queen Mother. The main restoration 
work includes the choir, and new piers of solid Purbeck marble have been made to 


replace those damaged by enemy action. 


The original Wren altar screen is back in 


place and an east window of modern stained glass has been installed. The restoration 
of the nave, in the older round church, will begin as soon as a licence has been granted. 
The new organ on the north wall, presented by Lord Glentanar, can be seen between 


two of the Purbeck marble pillars. 


The architect for the whole restoration is Mr. 


Walter H. Godfrey, CBE, FRIBA, in association with Messrs. Carden and Godfrey. 





given to the eight “‘ specially-mentioned ”’ 
architects to cut costs while at the same 
time retaining the architectural quality 
of their designs is much more difficult 
than for the. authors: of the winning 
design to modify their entry. It may well 
be that the promoters, the Church of 
Scotland, want too much for the money 
available ; certainly the curious division 
of the designs, 83 in number, would seem 
to indicate that this may be so. Only 
two courses seem open—the one to ask 
the winners to modify their design in 
specific directions ; the other to hold a 
new competition, casting the net wider. 
In either case there should be assurance 
that competitors are not being asked to do 
the impossible. 


ROYAL GOLD MEDAL 


‘THE PRESENTATION of the Royal Gold 
Medal for Architecture to Mr. Arthur 


George Stephenson, FRIBA, which was 
to have taken place at the RIBA on 
April 6 will, of course, not now take 
place because the medal has been presented 
by Her Majesty the Queen during her 
Australian tour. 

The RIBA Journal quotes Mr. 
Stephenson as having written: ‘“‘ The 
presentation was made privately in the 
drawing-room of Government House, 
no reporters or photographers were 
present. In fact there was no one there 
except Her Majesty and myself. It was 
a wonderful experience and I think we 
have a wonderful Queen.’”’ He adds: 
“The expressions of loyalty out here, and 
the uplift which her visit has given to the 
country, are most marked.”’ 


NO DECISION ON WAGE CLAIM 


No AGREEMENT on the _ operatives’ 
demand for a wage increase of 9d. an 
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hour was reached at last week’s meeting 
of the National Joint Council for the 
Building Industry. It is understood that 
the situation will be reviewed by the 
operatives at their next meeting on 
April 7, and by the employers, who are 
also meeting on the same day. 


AA EVENING CLASSES 

THE AA School of Architecture announce 
that no new _ applications can be 
accepted for their evening classes in 
design until September 1, 1954. 


AUSTRALIAN VISIT 


Amonc the functions attended by the 
Australian Building Productivity Team, 
now on a visit to this country, was a 
reception by the Australian High Com- 
missioner, held at Australia House last 
week, at which Sir David Eccles was 
present, when members of the technical 
Press had the opportunity of meeting the 
team. The general view expressed was 
that while Britain had not much to teach 
them on housing, there was a great deal 
that the Australians might learn from 
Britain on the construction of large build- 
ings of all kinds, and in the use and 
properties of new materials. 


PILING PROBLEMS 


BEcAUsE of conflicting opinions on piling 
problems, Bethnal Green Borough Coun- 
cil’s housing committee is asking the 
London County Council to include a code 
of practice on them in building by-laws, 
so as to provide authoritative guidance. 

A report by the committee says: “‘ In 
view of the considerable technical differ- 


ences which have arisen with regard to 


the determination of ‘adequate load- 
bearing capacity and suitability in all other 
respects ’ of piling, we are of the view that 
it is unfair to the district surveyor and 
unreasonable to building owners to leave 
this matter entirely to his discretion. We 
think the matter should be treated with the 
utmost urgency, because many of the 
Council’s future housing schemes will 
involve piling operations.”’ 


LECTURE TOUR 


Mr. Max Lock, FRIBA, MTPI, has 
gone abroad for a three weeks’ lecture 
tour. His programme included, first, 
a visit to Marseilles, to speak to the 
students of the School of Architecture and 
architect members about the new archi- 
tecture in India ; a visit to Italy, first to 
Turin, to address the members of the 
Italian Town Planning Institute on recent 
advances in British Town Planning prac- 
tice. Professor Samona also invited him 
to address the students of town planning 
at the University of Venice. 


NEW DEPARTMENT 


BrIsTOL CORPORATION is to set up a 
quantity surveying department. At pre- 
sent quantity surveying for all municipal 
contracts is done by private quantity 
surveyors, and though it is not in- 
tended that all the work shall pass to the 
Corporation’s own department immedi- 
ately, the department will commence 
with an establishment of 11. If the 
results are satisfactory, the department will 
be expanded to a possible established 
staff of 40 to 50 surveyors. 
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POSTS OPEN 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the post 
of Assistant City Architect, Edinburgh, 
at a salary of £1,000-£50-£1,200. <A 
staff architect is also required for the 
Royal Free Hospital, Gray’s Inn-road, 
WC. Salary £1,200. Details of both 


posts are advertised. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. Victor J. BEVAN, quantity surveyor, has com- 
menced_ private practice at 26, Tanner-street, SE1 
(Tel.: Hop 2044). He would be pleased to receive 
trade catalogues. 


Messrs. HoRACE W. LANGDON AND EveERY, chartered 
quantity surveyors, have moved to 4, Church- street, 
Liverpool, 1 (Tel. : Royal 3838-39). 


Messrs. HORACE LISSENDEN AND PARTNERS announce 
that they have absorbed the practice of Wallace Chapple 
and Partners, having for the past six years conducted 
these quantity surveying practices concurrently under 
the same partners. 


Mr. FRANK Hyams, FRICS, has commenced practice 
as a quantity surveyor on his own account at 5, John 
Dalton-street, Manchester, 2, and will be nt Foe to 
receive trade "catalogue 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 


Saturday, April 1, 1854 


THE THREATENED LONDON CHURCHES.— 
Our attention has been called to the fact 
that the Bill introduced by Lord Harrowby 
in the House of Lords, under the title 
of the “ Church Buildings Act Amend- 
ment Bill,’ and announced for second 
reading on Thursday, March 30, in fact 
contemplates the carrying out quietly 
the threatened measure against the 
City churches. We have not had an 
opportunity of seeing this Bill; but we 
need scarcely say how desirable it is that 
it should be watchfully looked to, and 
resisted by all interested in favour of the 
retention of the doomed City churches. 








COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, APRIL 2 

HovusiInG CENTRE*—Opening of children’s play areas 

touring exhibition. 13, Suffolk-street, SW1. 5 p.m, 
SATURDAY, APRIL 3 

BUILDING SURVEYORS’ INSTITUTE.—Development meet- 
ing. At 90, Buckingham Palace-road, SW1_ 11 a.m. 

ECCLESIOLOGICAL SociETY.—‘‘ Cathedral Towers and 
Their Design,’’ by Mr. Gerald Cobb, FSA. 2, Blooms- 
bury-square, WCl. 3p.m. 

MONDAY, APRIL 5 

RICS.—*“ Research and the Chartered Surveyor,’’ by 
Dr. C. A. Hart, FRICS, MICE. 12, Great George- 
street, SW1. 5.30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 6 

DESIGN AND INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION.—‘ Colour in 
Schools,’? by W. E. Tatton-Brown. Royal Society’s 
Rooms, Burlington House, Wl. 1 p.m. 

HousING CENTRE.—‘“‘ Terrace House Design,’’ by 
Mr. Colwyn Foulkes, FRIBA. 13, Suffolk-street, 
SW1. 1.15 p.m. 

BUILDERS’ BENEVOLENT ee —Annual dinner. 
Dorchester Hotel, Park-lane, W1. , 

INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEERS. —* The Roles 
of the Doctor and the Engineer in Public Health,’”’ by 
Dr. R. F. Guymer. Caxton Hall, Westminster, Swi. 
6 p.m. 

BRITISH OCCUPATIONAL HYGIENE SocieTy.—Con- 
ference on harmful materials in industrial atmospheres. 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. 
Keppel-street (Gower-street), WC1. 11 a.m. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7 

MopbuLarR_ SOciETY.—Visit to Dartford Technical 
College. 2.30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 8 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Annual 
34, Bedford-square, WC1. 8.30 p.m. 

BUILDING CENTRE.—Luncheon. Claridges 
Brook-street, Wl. 1.15 p.m. 

ICS (JUNIOR ORGANISATION).—‘‘ 
J. D. Trustram Eve, FRICS. 
SWI. 6.15 p.m. 


reception. 
Hotel, 
Rating,’’ by Mr. 


12, Great George-street, 
x INSTITUTE OF HousINGc.—AGM. County Hall, SE1. 
7 p.m. 
INSTITUTE OF WELDING.—AGM. 2, Savoy-hill, 
WC2. 6.30 p.m. 
FRIDAY, APRIL 9 


SOCIETY OF INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERS.—A ‘conference 
on work study and planning applied to plant main- 
tenance. Roffey Park, Horsham, Sussex. 6 p.m. 
Continuing until April 11. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


MANAGEMENT IN BUILDING 

To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—Of course Fawley was a special 

case. Speed was the main objective 

because the earnings of earlier production 
could so greatly outweigh the higher cogt 
of speedier construction. This is not 
uncommon: it is less common for 
building work to be finished well ahead 
of schedule. 

Some analysis of Fawley is needed, but 
first let me make three comments: 

i. Wages and conditions though good 
were not abnormal. 

i. The British-American labour ratio 
tiaelad as 154/100 worked out over the 
job at 120/100, and in the closing months 
was nearly 100/100. 

iii. British contractors at Fawley also 
beat their schedules. 

There were certain unusual factors 
which made for speed and success without 
— any influence on costs: 

. The job had Government help. 
It was big enough to justify and 
have a big public relations campaign. 

iii. The pre-planning period was longer 
(partly because of Government difficulty in 
giving a starting date). ; 
There is a second group of factors 

which certainly made for speed though 
they may have increased the cost of the 


job: 


i. The form of contract—the American 
contractor (chosen by competition) received 
a fee for the design of the plant and the 
supervision of its erection. Labour costs 
were paid by Esso who owned the heavy 
a % used during erection. 

. The high supervisory ratio (in part 
necessary because the job was unfamiliar), 

. The large clerical staff procuring, 
progressing and expediting. 

The apparently extravagant use of 
wail construction plant. 

v. The limited number of sub-contrac- 
tors. 

And thirdly there were many factors 
widely accepted as good and desirable but 
not always found in British jobs : 

i. The contractor was appointed early. 

ii. The contractor was a specialist in his 
-— 

. The detailed design and construction 
were in the same control. 

iv. The design was cleared early and 
was then unchanged. 

v. The contractor and the client decen- 
tralised control on to the site. 

vi. Labour relations were good— 
managers were prepared to explain. 
The success of Fawley was due to 

these factors in combination. What the 
building industry would like is more 
cases where the factors in my third group 
were present and we should also like to 
know the economies of some of the points 
in my second group. We should like to 
know this not only about Fawley (which 
was finished over two years ago) but about 
other successful jobs. In such reports 
one would like to see more emphasis on 
the managerial and technical aspects. 
From this we can all begin to see better 
ways of doing things, and the more 
abstract discussion of management theory 
can have a solid basis of fact. 


HucuH WEEks, Deputy Chairman, 
The Trussed Concrete Steel Co., Ltd. 


London, SE1. 
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To the Editor of The Builder 


IR, Your correspondent, Mr. Peter 
Trench, has said almost everything 
there is to say about the Fawley project, 
put I should like to ask whether the cost 
yoted for this scheme included anything 
for the “‘ ballyhoo ”’ associated with it. 


Of course it is possible to construct 
schemes within narrow time limits if the 
money you can pay will enable you to 
induce labour to leave other schemes to 
work for you. It helps also if. you have 
some convenient Miinistry contact to 
telephone if you are not getting everything 
you want. (Never mind if it is at the 
expense of someone else’s job.) 


Tell promoters of schemes to make 
up their minds what they want, so that 
architects can produce plans and speci- 
cations of something they can with con- 
fidence instruct contractors to build. 
Then let contractors say “if you want 
this in time, it’s got to be what you asked 
us to price ’’ and then they'll build it. 


Yes, Fawley was a fine job, but how 
many headaches were avoided by planning 
many months in advance and leaving the 
scheme as planned, and what was it worth 
toknow one needn’t even make a pretence 
of keeping to normal trade union rates of 
pay? 

NORMAN PEARSON. 
9.13, George-street, Manchester-sq., W1. 


UNREGISTERED BUILDERS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,— The letter from Mr. J. R. Keeble 
in your issue of March 26 raises a 
subject—and a most important one— 
which many engaged in the industry find 
confusing, to say the least of it, and it 
would be as well to state the position. 

The Certificates of Registration issued 
by the Ministry of Works to Builders and 
Allied Traders under Defence Regulation 
56 AB embodied certain obligations to 
observe the agreements, working rules 
and other conditions of employment 
negotiated by the National Joint Council 
for the Industry, as stated by your corre- 
spondent, and the Minister was invested 
with power to cancel these certificates to 
trade, in cases of non-compliance. 

Power to take summary action of this 
kind has now been relinquished with the 
passing of that particular Regulation. 

Other means exist, however, to secure 
observance of the agreed conditions. The 
Industrial Disputes Order, 1951, laid down 
by the Minister of Labour and National 
Service under powers given to him by 
Defence Regulation 58 AA now regulates 
the industrial machinery and _ provides 
for arbitration and consequent direction 
in these matters. This Defence Regu- 
lation and the Order referred to are still 
in being and, presumably, the Minister 
has no intention for the present to forgo 
the more constitutional methods he can 
still put into operation to compel the 
acceptance of Industrial Agreements. 


W. N. Fow er, 
Federation of Master Builders. 


26, Great Ormond-street, WC1. 
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Ac anthuS— 


““We really must select our 

tenderers. See what happens 

when we let in any old 
builder!’ 


SAFETY REGULATIONS AND 
SUPERVISION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Concerning the report (The 
Builder of February 26) of the Court 
of Appeal’s findings in an appeal in an 
accident case, it appears to me that an 
unusual and curious precedent has been 
laid down. ‘‘ The words of the regulation”’ 
(The Safety, Health and Welfare Regula- 
tions), said the learned and able Lord Chief 
Justice, “‘ were clearly confined to the 
contractors’ own workmen.”’ 


On perusal of the regulations I note 
repeated and general reference to persons 
employed (on building works) but little 
to convince me that only contractors’ 
workmen are covered by the regulations. 
Regulation 2 states that the regulations 
shall apply, inter alia, to persons under- 
taking by trade or business such operations 
as aforesaid ; and goes on to define the 
scope of works included and exempted. 
The regulations make it obligatory for 
every contractor and employer of workmen 
to carry out the regulations. Regulation 5 
provides for sufficient safe means of access, 
etc., at which any person has at any time 
to work and this regulation exempts only 
one type of person in relation to that 
regulation, i.e., those persons actually 
engaged in erecting or placing safeguards 
to comply with the regulations. 

I have always assumed that all persons 
having lawful occasions and particularly all 
persons actually employed on the site were 
protected by the Building (S. H. and W.) 
Regulations. A clerk of works is obliged to 
take the normal risks of other building 
supervisors and operatives by the very nature 
of his job; and quite often his terms of 
reference when appointed make it clear that 
he must be willing to climb ladders, use 
scaffolds and platforms, ways and roads, etc. 

Are we to understand from your report 
of the Lord Chief Justice’s ruling that Lord 
Goddard implies that architects, consulting 
and structural engineers, quantity surveyors, 
sanitary inspectors, factory inspectors, firemen, 
policemen, representatives of gas, electricity, 
water and telephone undertakings, ordnance 
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surveyors, etc., have no remedy at law under 
these regulations for damage and loss against 
a contractor when injured during the course 
of their duties or their professional business 
on the site ? 

Surely the Middlesex County Council 
protected its officer by using the RIBA form 
of contract ? Clauses 7, 14 and 13 all indicate 
the contractor’s liability for damage and loss, 
caused by the execution of the works. 

The absence of wilful or other neglect by 
the contractor does not appear to be an 
important factor. In fact, the contractor 
was probably obliged to insure against all 
and every risk in this respect. 

I am not quite clear on the wording of the 
report where the LCJ is stated to have said 
that the appellant knew of the danger, and 
therefore the contractors were not liable. 

Presumably in future anyone not specifically 
mentioned in some regulation or other will 
have no claim if involved in a street accident, 
etc., because they knew of the danger. This 
appears a strange denial of the first tenet of 
natural law. 

Undoubtedly such a rule as is now laid 
down by the Court of Appeal will have the 
effect of lessening site visits by HM Ministers, 
mayors, aldermen and councillors and like 
dignitaries, not to mention the diminu- 
tion of the building industry’s pageantries 
such as foundation and opening ceremonies. 

In fact if watch committees now decide 
the risks to life, recruiting and funds of the 
police and firemen, it might quite well be that 
firemen may be baulked in their gallant 
efforts to save life and property if forbidden to 
cross building sites. And fugitive felons may 
well have undisputed sanctuaries if the police 
are likewise forbidden by their superiors. 


H. E. CampseLtt [MICW, AISanE]. 
40, St. Paul’s-road, Nr. 


NEW USES FOR “THE OAKS” 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It is reported that the great 
mansion, ‘‘ The Oaks,’’ which stands 
bombed-damaged and deserted in the 
middle of Oaks Park, Carshalton, Surrey, 
is to be restored at a cost of £13,000. The 
scheme, approved by the local council, 
includes the conversion of the west wing 
into four self-contained flats and of the 
east wing into premises for a private club, 
rooms for wedding receptions and parties, 
and refreshment rooms for park visitors. 
Of Elizabethan foundation, the mansion 
was once the home of General John 
Burgoyne, who added to and _ largely 
rem-odelled it in the Adam castellated- 
Georgian manner in the latter part of the 
eighteenth century. Burgoyne was the 
general who was forced to surrender to 
the Americans at Saratoga in 1777. A 
year later he disposed of the property to 
the 11th Earl of Derby, whose grandson, 
the 12th Earl, founded the Derby and the 
Oaks races at Epsom. 
Robert Adam is known to have prepared 
a design for ‘‘ The Oaks ’’ which, however, 
was not carried out. "Though not appar- 
ently authenticated, the existing building 
has all the appearance of being his work. 
He may well have been the architect, for 
in 1774 he designed a magnificent Corin- 
thian pavilion set up at ‘‘ The Oaks ’’ for 
a féte champétre held in anticipation of the 
marriage of Lord Stanley with Lady 
Betty Hamilton. 
G. }. Et. 
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THE BUILDER 


Tendering Procedure 
REPORT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE 


Universal Use of Selective Tendering Advocated 


The Foint Committee on Tendering Procedure, set up by Mr. Howard Robertson, MC, 
ARA (President of the RIBA), at the request, in December, 1952, of the Minister of 
Works, Sir David Eccles, has now made its report. The Committee, which first met in 
March, 1953, has consisted of five members of the RIBA, four of the RICS, and five 


of the NFBTE—with Mr. Robertson as chairman. 
The Report, price 6d., post free, is available from the National Federation 


secretary. 


Mr. W. A. Rutter has acted as 


of Building Trades Employers at 82, New Cavendish-street, Wt. 


i hee Report of the Joint Committee on 

Tendering Procedure, in its intro- 
duction, points out that during 1952 tender- 
ing procedure in the building industry was 
the subject of considerable discussion in 
the technical Press and of questions in the 
House of Commons which culminated on 
November 7 in an adjournment debate. 
“The concern expressed related mainly 
to an organisation [the London Builders’ 
Conference.—Epb.] whose activities werc, 
we understand, referred in March, 1953, 
for examination by the Monopolies and 
Restrictive Practices Commission but, 
at the suggestion of the Minister of Works, 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, 
the Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors and the National Federation of 
Building ‘Trades Employers decided to 
set up a committee to review tendering 
procedure generally.’”’ It was originally 
contemplated that the Committee should 
include among its membership representa- 
tives of associations of local authorities 
but ‘‘some of them could not see their 
way to co-operate.” 

At the preliminary meeting it was 
decided, whilst agreeing with the view 
expressed by the Minister that there were 
many aspects of building costs which 
needed review, that consideration should 
be confined to tendering procedure but 
that recommendations should be made in 
the Report designed to ensure that other 
aspects would in future be kept continu- 
ously under examination. ‘‘ We _ also 
decided,’ the Report continues, ‘“‘ to 
ask a number of bodies and organisations 





Mr. Howard Robertson, MC, ARA, 
PRIBA, who was the chairman of 
the Foint Committee. 





to assist us, not by giving evidence in the 
ordinary way but by meeting us, with or 
without the previous submission of written 
memoranda, and discussing common prob- 
lems around the conference table. We 
regret that some of those invited did not 
feel able to co-operate with us, even on 
this footing, and our regret has been 
enhanced because of the valuable assist- 
ance we have received from the Ministry 
of Works, the Ministry of Education, the 
London County Council and the Asso- 
ciation of Consulting Engineers.”’ 

The Report, which states that the 
Committee decided at the outset to review 
the 1944 Report (generally known as the 
Simon Report) of the Central Council for 
Works and Buildings (as well as other reports 
including those of the Anglo-American 
Productivity Team and the Working 
Party on the Building Industry) adds: 
“We wish to say at once that we agree 
generally with the recommendations of the 
Simon Report. Whilst recognising the 
difficulties which have arisen from re- 
strictions and shortages, we consider it 
regrettable that, despite the support which 
those recommendations received from the 
Working Party on Building Operations, 
from the Anglo-American Productivity 
Team and from our three organisations, 
so little has been done to implement them. 
The lack of action is all the more regrettable 
because the Report lays down what is 
agreed to be good practice and because 
such defects as exist in the present system 
of tendering can in our opinion be cured, 
not so much by the discovery of something 
new but by persuading all concerned— 
building owners, architects, surveyors and 
contractors—to follow the practice of the 
best.”’ 


SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS 


The following Summary of conclusions 
and recommendations is given. The 
references in parentheses are to the relative 
paragraphs in the main body of the Report 
which is fully summarised on page 597. 


(i) Selective tendering should be 
universally adopted (paras. 8-14). 

(ii) Payment for the cost of preparing 
tenders is not advocated (paras. 15-17). 

(iii) Types of contract recommended : 


(a) for normal use, lump sum 
contract based on Bills of Quantities 
(para. 20). 

(6) for small works where variations 
are unlikely, lump sum_ contract 
without Bills of Quantities (para. 21). 

(c) for works which cannot be 
accurately predetermined, schedule 
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contract based on approximate Bill; 
of Quantities (paras. 22-23). 


(d) for maintenance works only. 
schedule contract without quantities 
(para. 24). 


(e) save in exceptional circum. 
stances, tendering by means of pre. 
priced Bills of Quantities should be 
discontinued (para. 25). 


(f) only in very exceptional cases 
should a cost plus percentage con. 
tract be used (para. 26). 


(g) in exceptional cases, Cost and 
Fixed Fee or Value Cost contracts 
are of value (paras 27-28), but these 
should be on the basis of a fixed fee 
settled in advance (para. 29). 


(iv) early steps should be taken to 
consider ultimate abolition of fluctua- 
tion clause in contracts (paras. 30-33), 


(v) the maximum degree of planning 
in advance should be adopted wherever 
possible (paras. 34-38). 

(vi) enquiry as to the willingness of 
contractors to submit a tender should 
be made in all cases of selective tender- 
ing, giving advance information on the 
work contemplated (paras. 39-41). 


(vii) number of tenders invited should 
be limited (paras. 42-43). 


(viii) adequate time for tendering 
should be allowed (para. 44). 


(ix) results of tendering should be 
immediately notified to contractors 
(para. 45). 


(x) tenders should be accepted without 
unreasonable delay and sufficient time 
allowed before the contract starts 
(paras. 46-48). 


(xi) the contractor should be in full 
control of all sub-contracts (para. 49) 
and should be enabled to plan the whole 
of the work (para. 50). 


(xii) where suitable, — consultants 
should be employed for specialist work 
(para. 51). 


(xiii) the intentions of the architect in 
the matter of nominated sub-contracts 
should be made known to the main 
contractor as early as possible (para. 52). 


(xiv) more discretion should be 
allowed to contractors in minor matters 
(para. 53). 


(xv) the establishment of a Joint 
Consultative Committee representing 
the RIBA, the RICS and the NFBTE 
is strongly recommended to keep these 
and other problems under continuous 
review and before the public (paras. 
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MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE 


The Report is signed by Howard 
Robertson, ARA, PRIBA_ (chairman), 
A. R. F. Anderson, FRIBA, Harold 
Conolly, FRIBA, R. H. Francis, FRICS, 
G. W. Grosvenor, Nigel Hannen, Wilfred 
Horsfall, Cecil Howitt, DSO, OBE, 
FRIBA, E. H. Palmer, FRICS, W. W. 
Sapcote, OBE, C. Sweett, FRICS, M.H. 
Thackray, FRICS, Leonard A. Walden, 
Charles Woodward, FRIBA, and W. 
Arthur Rutter, CBE, FRIBA (secretary): 
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The west gallery and organ. 


ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, POPLAR 


LL Saints’ Church suffered extensive damage from 
enemy action during the last war with the partial 
destruction of the main roof. In reinstating this 
important church it was decided that the galleries 
which formerly existed should be taken down and 
the internal arrangement adapted to the new condi- 
tions. The late Mr. Wontner Smith was appointed 
architect and commenced the work of restoration, but 
unhappily he died during the early stages of the work. 
Mr. Cecil Brown was appointed architect in his stead. 
The sanctuary floor was lowered and a ciborium 
decorated in white and gold was erected over the altar, 
which had been preserved from the earlier church. 


CECIL BROWN, ARCHITECT 


Careful thought was given to the design of the furnish- 
ings and fittings, and an organ, taken from Clapham 
Congregational Church and adapted, was placed in 
the centre of the west gallery with a case specially 
designed to allow a large choir to occupy the space 
beneath. 

The main contractors were Messrs. R. W. Bowman, 
Ltd., sub-contractors keing: Fibrous plaster, Thomas 
and Wilson, Ltd. ; organ case, furnishings and ciborium, 
James Walker (Architectural Decorations), Ltd.; organ, 
N. P. Mander, Ltd. ; electrical installation, J. G. Sneath, 
Ltd. ; heating, H. W. Dutton and Co., Ltd. ; steeplejack, 
W. Larkins ; marble paving, M. V. Sheprard ; scaffolding, 
S.G.B., Ltd. 
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PLAYGROUNDS IN 
HIGH-DENSITY AREAS 
By Joan C. Allen 


E read in the daily newspapers dis- 
tressing stories of juvenile crime 
of one kind or another. Broken homes, 
the cinema and the waiting period before 
boys are called up for their national 
service may be contributory causes, but 
to these must certainly be added the lack 
of adequate facilities for happy and satis- 
fying play for children who live in towns 
of high density. 


During the summer of last year I had 
the opportunity of visiting many London 
flat estates, both pre-war and post-war, 
when making a survey for the National 
Playing Fields Association into how the 
land round flats was being used for the 
enjoyment of children.* The almost 
complete failure of most of the local 
authorities to meet the problem of giving 
the children opportunities for engrossing 
play and occupation, is most apparent. 
Where playgrounds are provided, they 
are mostly arid, asphalt areas, placed in 
the centre of the block of flats. There are 
few facilities for play beyond over-used 
pieces of equipment. Little attempt has 
been made to meet the needs of the 
younger children, who enjoy small mounds 
and hollows, grass, water and sand to dig 
in. With children who are bored, it is 
small wonder that trees and flowers are 
destroyed and that the occupants of the 
flats complain of broken windows and 
rowdiness. 





* Plavgrounds for Blocks of Flats. Published by the 
National Playing Fields Association, 71, Eccleston- 
square, SW1. Price 2s. 6d. 


A children’s “‘ junk”’ playground, Copenhagen. 
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Playground on a housing estate in Fulham. 


In only very few cases did I find that 
separate playgrounds had been put aside 
for children under five years. The result 
was that these children were often knocked 
over by the bigger ones playing football, 
or were pushed off the equipment, some- 
times with serious or even fatal results. 
The mothers were naturally worried and 
often kept their small children away from 
the playgrounds altogether. 

The upper age limit on most of the 
playgrounds is 14. This means that for 
children above that age there is nowhere 
for them to go except the public play- 
grounds, which are often a 34d. bus ride 
away, or to roam the streets. In the 
winter the problem for these children is 
even more serious. No 
room is made available 
for them in the flats, 
where they can play 
table tennis and other 
games, and there are 
rarely enough Youth 
Clubs. 


FORMIDABLE 
PROBLEMS 


The problems which 
beset the local authori- 
ties when planning 
blocks of flats, are 
very formidable. This 
is especially so in high 
density areas where 
land is expensive. It 
is often a real difficulty 
to find space to make 
a pleasant garden for 
adults and also a place 
for the children. But 
even in estates which 
have ample open space, 
few of the local au- 
thorities have taken 
sufficient trouble to 
lay it out imaginatively 
for the enjoyment of 
all. 


Many of the new 
blocks of flats are 


beautiful and well designed. It seems 
tragic that these new homes should not 
be serving the tenants as well as the 
could, just because of this lack of fore. 
thought in planning. 

What is the solution to this problem 
which is causing much worry and anxiet 
to parents and also to those who have to 
deal with the frustrated children when 
they get into trouble? It has even been 
suggested that if a solution is not soon 
found, our new estates will becom 
renowned as breeding grounds for crim: 


It seems clear, as a first move, that loca 
authorities should be better advised on th 
layout of their estates. There are to-dai 
in Great Britain experienced landscape 
architects whose job it is to understand 
both design and the planting of land. |: 
is not unreasonable to suggest that the: 
should become part of the team with the 
architect and engineer, and _ that the 
should all work in harmony together from 
the commencement of all schemes. 


In the actual planning of the playgrounds 
themselves, more thought should be giver 
to the real needs of children of all ages, 
so as to give them full opportunities | 
work off their energies in safety and with- 
out annoyance to adults. 

What do energetic children like doing 
Any stroll round a badly bombed area 0! 
London will quickly give the answer 
Children will be seen happily employeé 
building houses out of old bricks, makin: 
fires and doing other engrossing thins 
which, on the “ planned ’’ playgrounds 
they are not allowed to do. An enterpris 
ing group of people in Kensington, real 
ing that this kind of play attracted th 
children from the streets and kept thet 
busily occupied, adapted a bombed st 
in the Clydesdale Road and provides 
tools, a shed and a part-time leader. Ths 
experiment has now been running !' 
two years and is an undoubted succes 
The children create their own activite 
and play happily with the minimum © 
supervision. This idea, although ™ 
completely suited to estates of flats, has 
made many people realise that play- 
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sounds on these lines could be modified 
ind adapted for the children of all ages 
iiving in flats and housing estates. 


TWO EXHIBITIONS 


There is certainly a growing awareness 
that improvements can be made in the 
design and layout of playgrounds that will 
more nearly meet the needs of the chil- 
dren—and their parents. Readers may 
be interested to know that the National 
Playing Fields Association are organising, 
in close co-operation with the London 
County Council, a comprehensive exhibi- 
tion on all types of playgrounds in this 
country and abroad. his exhibition 
isto be opened by the Duke of Edinburgh 
on the morning of June 11 at County 
Hall. A Children’s Play Area Exhibition 
has also been arranged by the Housing 
Centre Trust, 13, Suffolk-street, SW1, to be 
opened today, April 2, by the chairman of 
the LCC housing committee. This exhibi- 
tion, designed by Mr. Gordon Logie, 
ARIBA, AMPTI, will be available for 
showing in other towns. 


Although there appears to be no book 
on this all-important subject, either in 
this country or abroad, two pamphlets, 
in addition to the National Playing Fields 
Association’s report, on different aspects 
of the problem, have recently appeared. 
They are the Housing Centre Trust 
Bulletin (November, 1953) which repro- 
duced the winning design and essays of a 
recent competition on the layout of 
children’s playgrounds on housing estates 
ina high density area, and ‘‘ Adventure 
Playgrounds,’’ published by the National 
Playing Fields Association, price 2s. 


HEATING AND MODERN LIVING 
Role of the Open Fire 


THE Coal Utilisation Council’s annual re- 

port for 1953 is accompanied by a 
“pilot” survey of space-heating arrange- 
ments and habits among owners of television. 
Both documents provoke thought, and even 
some small scepticism is unavoidable, writes 
Basil Marriott. 


One of the less expected features of 
nationalisation is its borrowing from private 
enterprise some characteristics of competitive 
advertising, into whose voice a note of petu- 
lant propaganda is apt to creep and against 
which we need to be on our guard. We can- 
not expect an organisation whose object is 
the proper and economical use of one fuel to 
speak with the impartiality of an “ official ” 
body concerned with the whole range. But 
itis odd to find the voice of one with such 
standing a little querulous about what it calls 
its “ competitors.” 

Until less propaganda and more factual 
guidance on the right method and fuel for the 
job is forthcoming, such stupidities as result 
(for instance) from the assumption that what 
goes for the house necessarily goes for the 
flat; and that what is inevitable in old houses 
Is to be perpetuated in new ones, will con- 
tinue. The CUC’s premise that the British 
Public will hardly be coaxed away from its 
open fire is probably right; it is when it seeks 
{0 prove that this is logical and rational, in- 
stead of emotional and therefore largely 
irrational, that we reach for the salt rather 
than the coa!-ceMar. 


True, officis! policy is that solid fuel should 
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carry the main burden of space- and water- 
heating, but again factors other than logic 
may dictate this. The CUC’s report gives 
evidence of what is being done to implement 
this policy by way of regional activities. such 
as setting up information and display centres, 
incentives to merchants, training schemes, 
and public relations and publicity work, 
which have virtually all expanded in the year 
under review. 


But what seems to happen when technical 
information gets “ public related” is aptly 
illustrated by the television survey. It mainly 
confirms what one already suspected—that 
most television owners “ View” in a heated 
room (?when it’s cold)—not infrequently the 
only one in the dwelling; and that in most 
cases (90 per cent. overall, higher in working- 
class and northern homes) this is by an open 
fire. But to deduce from this that “ television 
has not affected the British public’s love of 
the open fire” seems a non sequitur. Any— 
handless, mindless and _  inactive—family 
activities will surely occasion increased 
interest in the heating of the room in which 
they are pursued. My guess is that television 
happens to go into whatever is called the liv- 
ing room, and that this happens generally to 
have an open fire, but the interest may be 
quite critical of its effectiveness. 





The question is whether that room and its 
heating are the best than can be planned in 
the light of what constitutes “living ” to-day: 
If the entrenchment of television is such as 
to constitute a factor calling for the recasting 
of that plan which generally assumes the fire- 
place as focal centre of family “ life,” that 
is surely another matter. And what about 
centrally-heated flats—is the tenants’ “ love ” 
of their radiator unaffected by television, one 
is tempted to ask? 


Similar questions have from time to time 
been posed in this newspaper; a series of 
articles postulating the need for just such 
“ operational research” and a leading article 
on the very subject of television in relation to 
domestic planning appeared in September and 
May respectively of 1952. Though our 
bouquets cannot be quite unmixed with 
briquettes, the CUC’s courageous experiment 
is a welcome follow-up, but it seems a pity 
that competitive propaganda should in some 
way limit its scope and value. 


REPLANNING THE CITY 
New Road Plan Approved 


THE COURT OF COMMON COUNCIL, meeting 
on March 25, approved a scheme for the re- 
planning of Redevelopment Unit No. 4 of the 
City of London. The area consists of nearly 
25 acres of war-damaged land between AI- 
dersgate and Moorgate, through which a 
new road 86 ft. wide is to be built. The 
cost of the scheme is put at over £5,250,000. 


Masor S. E. SANDLE, whose amendment 
that the report should be referred back was 
lost, suggested that they should put the pro- 
posal in “cold store” for five years. He 
said that Route No. 11, of which the proposed 
new road would form the central section, 
would be useless until plans for approach 
and emergence had been devised. 


Mr. C. F. GLENNy, chairman of the com- 
mittee, said that so far as it was possible to 
say the scheme had the approval of the 
Minister of Transport. The new road was 
not intended to by-pass the City but was for 
local traffic. Every effort should be made 
to preserve old names. 
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COMPETITION 


Church at Sighthill 


HE first prize of £750 in the Church of 
Scotland competition for a design for 

the ‘‘ Children’s Church ”’ of St. Nicholas 
at Sighthill, Edinburgh, has been won 
by two Glasgow architects, senior assist- 
ants on the city’s architectural staff. "They 
are Mr. Archibald M. Doak, DA(Glas), 
ARIBA, and Mr. A. R. Whitelaw, 
ARIBA, 39, Mansefield-road, Clarkston, 


Renfrewshire. 


The assessors (Prof. R. H. Matthew, 
CBE, ARIBA, Mr. Harry Taylor, ARIBA, 
and the Rev. Professor J. G. Riddell, DD) 
stated, however, that they were of the 
opinion that the five prize-winning designs 
were not of sufficient architectural quality 
to justify the promoters selecting any one 
in its present form for the erection of the 
church. They pointed out that of 83 
designs submitted, 20 were selected for 
final consideration, but of these only a few 
came within 10 per cent. of the cost of 
£45,000 allowed for the erection of the 
church, church hall suite, church officer’s 
house and session house. 


ASSESSORS’ RECOMMENDATION 


They have therefore recommended that 
the authors of the five prize-winning 
designs and of eight others which were of 
architectural quality, but disqualified on 
account of costs, should be invited to 
review their plans. If the Church author- 
ity was then satisfied that a design was of 
sufficient merit and capable in its estima- 
tion of being built within the limit it 
should select an architect for the building 
of the church. 


Authors of the other premiated designs 
were :— 

(2) C. A. Hope, DA(Edin), ARIBA, 23, 
Ann-street, Edinburgh (£450). 

(3) R. S. Morrison, DA(Dundee), 
ARIBA, 52, Cromarty-gardens, Clarkston, 
Glasgow (£300). 

(4) Alex. R. Taylor, ARIBA, 
Wilton-street, Glasgow (£200). 

(5) Eric W. Hall, AADip, ARIBA, and 
Michael T. D. Macmichael, DA(Edin), 
ARIBA, 22,Calton-hill, Edinburgh (£100). 

The authors who submitted the eight 
‘outstanding designs ’’ were :— 

Andrew Jackson, ARIBA, ARIAS, 2, 
Dalrymple-drive, East Kilbride. 

Ian W. Paterson, ARIBA, c/o Staff, 
School of Architecture, Robert Gordon’s 
College, Aberdeen. 


131, 
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Basil Spence and Partners, 40, Moray- 
place, Edinburgh. 

Jean E. Cran, ARIBA, and Richard G. 
Jones, ARIBA, 2, Carden-terrace, Aber- 
deen. 

Peter L. A. Williams, DA, ARIBA, 
Cardross, Dumbartonshire. 

W. S. Ashcroft, ARIBA, ARIAS; 
W. D. Bell, student RIAS, and David 
M. Jones, student RIAS, Thornlea, 
Albany-terrace, Perth. 


Alec E. Murray, Edinburgh. 





R. C. Stones, ARIBA, and Barbara 
Brodie, ARIBA, 15, Lindsay-road East 
Kilbride. 


The competition was confined to Scottish 
architects. 


The proposal of the assessors is briefly 
that these architects with designs of out- 
standing merit should be given the 
opportunity of cutting their costs and the 
five prize-winners of modifying and im- 
proving their present plans. Professor 
Riddell stated that the assessors’ report 
was a recommendation, and it would be for 
the promoters to consider whether this 
recommendation be acted upon. In fair- 
ness to other places in Scotland there had 
to be a maximum limit fixed for the erec- 
tion of the church by the Church of 
Scotland. “If we had unlimited re- 
sources,” he commented, ‘‘ we would be 
very happy to have a fine architectural 
building, but we have to do the best we 
can with our limited resources.” 


Announcing the awards in Edinburgh, 
Professor R. Matthew, Chair of 
Architecture, Edinburgh University, said 
the competition had been a disappoint- 
ment to them. It was clear from the 
conditions that the cost limit demanded a 
very high degree of simplicity in lay- 
out plan and section and few of the com- 
petitors had been able to solve satisfactorily 
the problems involved. The assessors were 
satisfied, however, that the accommodation 
asked for could be provided within the 
£45,000 figure. They were also satisfied 
that the prize-winning designs substantially 
fulfilled the practical conditions of the 
competition. 


The erection of the church to the 
winning design, its authors estimate, 
would cost £45,621. The breakdown is as 
follows : 


ue 
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£21,260 


Church vestry, session house 


Church hall, small hall, kit- 

chen, entrance hall, etc. £16,160 
£2,156 
£1,945 


£4,100 


Church officer’s house, etc. 
Furnishing and seating 
Professional fees 


Manse, including garage (this 
was not to be included 
within the £45,000) £3,830 


The general construction would be of 
cavity brick walls, the foundations of the 
building being concrete strips. Con- 
crete sandwich solid floor screeded to 
take asphaltic composition tiles in the 
kitchen, entrance hall, cloakrooms and 
chancel, which has a Hopton Wood floor 
finish. The heating chamber and chair 
hall under the large platform are finished 
with granolithic. All other floors have a 
site covering of mastic asphalt, brick 
dwarf walls and strip hardwood flooring 
on timber joists. Stairs are ef concrete 
and the choir balcony is timber floored 
and framed and carried on a deep beam 
which spans the width of the church and 
is concealed in the balcony front. 

The flat roofs are precast concrete 
units (laid flat) and finished with three- 
layer built-up bituminous roofing felt 
laid on a cement screed over Vermiculite 
and finished with }-in. granite chippings 
and concrete eaves course. The pitched 
roofs have a three-layer bituminous felt 
with granite chippings on a patent metal 
deck roof incorporating insulation board, 
the whole carried on purlins supported by 
roof tresses made from cold rolled steel 
sections which in turn are carried on 
channel section columns welded toe to toe. 
The saving in weight is claimed to be 
between 40 and 60 per cent. by comparison 
with normal hot rolled steel construction, 
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and this type of construction is «conomical 
and simple to erect. Walls are chiefy 
11-in. cavity brick with 2-in. iir spac 
Externally the walls are rendered jp 
coloured rough-cast with smooth cement 
ingoes and base. Variety also can he 
achieved by rubbing down specific aregs 
and it is hoped that contrast will be 
achieved by the use of a small area of 
local stone. 


Enrichment of the entrance door yj 
result from the use of sensitively carved 
detail, and the deep set mullions and the 
chancel windows will be finished jp 
polished terrazzo. The windows are 
generally of standard metal section double 
glazed to reduce sound transmission where 
traffic noise is known to be a nuisance, 


The church is to be erected at the 
junction of Calder-road and Wester 
Hailes-road. The entrance vestibule js at 
the west end of the church and is empha- 
sised by a commemorative panel and 
architectural details illustrating the St. 
Nicholas theme and the gifts of money 
made by the children. 


The chancel is situated at the east end, 
and the choir and organ for liturgical 
and acoustic reasons are placed in a 
balcony at the west end. ‘There is a 
secondary entrance from  Calder-road 
serving the vestibule and session house 
which adjoin the chancel. 


At right angles to the church and entered 
from Wester Hailes-road is the halls 
suite, with an internal access passage to 
the west end of the church. ‘The large 
hall has been designed with sufficient 
height for badminton to be played, and 
the shape is suitable for group activities. 


The dressing-room at platform level is 
approached from a stair which serves 
down to the storage under platform and 
heating chamber, and up to the choir and 
organ balcony in the church. ‘The church 
officer’s house is placed on the first floor 
above the small hall and kitchen and has 
independent access from Sighthill loan. 
The church, church halls, etc., have been 
treated in a frankly contemporary manner. 


EXHIBITION OF DESIGNS 


Opening an exhibition of designs in the 
Church of Scotland offices, George-strett, 
Edinburgh, on March 26, Mr. Leslie G. 
MacDougall, president of the Royal 
Incorporation of Architects in Scotland, 
praised the enterprise of the Church of 
Scotland in promoting it. While most 
of the designs were modern, they wert 
aesthetically of a high standard. One ot 
two had gone in for what he would call 
modern clichés—stilts and the “coffin 
tendency.”” He thought architects should 
abandon the coffin design so far as the 
Church of Scotland was concerned. He 
added that he did not think that our 
young designers were completely au fait 
with modern tendencies and _ prices. 
Some study should be given to this becaus? 
it was all-important. 


The exhibition will be shown in Dundee, 
Glasgow, and Aberdeen later. 
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West, north and east elevations. Below, sections. 
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COMPETITION FOR CHURCH OF ST. NICHOLAS, SIGHTHILL, EDINBURGH 


WINNING DESIGN : ARCHIBALD M. DOAK & A. R. WHITELAW, AA.RIBA, ARCHITECTS 
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Elevations. Below: Plan. 





GEURCE OF SAINT NICHOLAS 


COMPETITION FOR CHURCH OF ST. NICHOLAS, SIGHTHILL, EDINBURGH 
DESIGN PLACED SECOND : By C. A. HOPE, ARIBA 
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MORRISON, ARIBA 


By R. S. 


North elevation and plan. 


I 


DESIGN PLACED THIRD ; 


NICHOLAS, SIGHTHILL, EDINBURGH. 


Elevations and sections. 
COMPETITION FOR CHURCH OF ST. 


Playground elevation looking 
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View from Saunders Ness-road. The old building on the left-hand side is now mainly used as 
cloakrooms and lavatories. 


CUBITT TOWN SCHOOL, SAUNDERS NESS ROAD, POPLAR 


for the London County Council 


Architect Quantity Surveyors 
HOWARD V. LOBB, CBE, FRIBA C. E. BALL & PARTNERS 
Clerk of Works Builders 
H. A. BARFORD H. T. OLIVER & SONS, LTD. 


towards the assembly hall. 
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1. BOILERS. 
2. FUEL STORE. 
3. KITCHEN. 
4. DINING-ROOM. 
5. ASSEMBLY HALL. 
6. SECRETARY. 
7. HEAD TEACHER. 
8. STORE. 
9. MEDICAL INSPECTION 
10, 11. LAVATORIES. 
12. STAFF ROOM. 
13, 14. LAVATORIES 
15. STORE. 
16. INFANTS CLOAKS. 
17, 18. LAVATORIES. 
19. CLASSROOMS. 
20. CARETAKER’S HOME. 
21. JUNIOR CLOAKS. 
22. STAFF. 
23. STORE. 
24. GENERAL PURPOSE ROOMS, 
25. ‘TANKS. 
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First-, second- and third-floor plans. 
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NE of the most difficult jobs with which an 
architect is confronted is the rebuilding or 
additions to a building which has been severely 
war damaged. Particularly is this the case when the 
damaged building is only a few years old but 
probably designed in a style and in a form of con- 
struction which is now out-dated. This is certainly 
the case in so far as the rebuilding of this school is 
concerned. 


The architect has solved the problem by converting 
the section of the school existing after the damage 
to the buildings by a land-mine, into the cloak- 
rooms and lavatories and rebuilding the classroom 
blocks. By this means it has been possible to secure 
new buildings in conformity with the standards of 
performance laid down by the 1944 Education Act 
in so far as lighting, heating, and other standards are 
concerned. 


The addition of assembly halls and a kitchen, 
dining-room unit has been provided by a separate 


View of infants’ classrooms and outside 
teaching area. 






One of the junior classrooms. 
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wing, making this available for outside activities, and 
the sub-division by sliding-folding screens between 
the assembly hall and the dining-room facilitates 
this use, enabling the whole area to be opened up for 
the more active uses of the school. 


Due to the close proximity to the river and the 
condition of the ground, the building is founded on 
piles, with ground beams supporting the walls over, 
and expansion joints are provided between the new 
and the existing buildings. The whole of the boiler 
house is arranged below the kitchen area and is 
tanked. The new buildings are constructed in 
brickwork closely matching the colour existing. 


The whole of the buildings have now been pro- 
vided with metal windows in place of the heavier 
wooden windows existing and little touches of 
colour and interest have been incorporated on the 
exterior, by means of the faience plaque of the 
London County Council coat of arms and the care- 


fully chosen planting around the school, and in the 
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View of dining hall block and covered link. 


Screen to end of assembly hall. 
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Dining hall which is separated by 

. sliding folding screens from the 

assembly hall. The furniture is in 
pastel shades. 





interior by a mural decoration in the entrance hall. the busy dock life which goes on all round the 
This is a most charming example of the use of this school, and the bright colours are a great asset in 
medium, with bright, strong colours, and is a great the rather dull surroundings of the school itself. 
joy to the children ; it has been used quite extensively Following is a list of sub-contractors, suppliers and 
in their education. They see portrayed the scene of artists engaged upon the work : 














Corridor of the new classroom block. 











P. H. Barker and Son, Ltd., flush doors, 
gramophone cabinet, garden seats, etc. ; 
Barlow and Young, Ltd., electrical installa- 
tion; Bayliss, Jones and Bayliss, Ltd., 
tubular fencing; FE. C. Blackmore, Ltd., 
chequer plate floor in boiler room; Blyth 
and Taylor, Ltd., engineering and facing 
bricks; John Bolding and Sons, Ltd., 
sanitary fittings; C. and T. (Pyrok Con- 
tracts), Ltd., vermiculite spray ; Carter and 
Co., Ltd., glazed wall tiling: faience coat of 
arms ; Clark, Hunt and Co., Ltd., cloakroom 
fittings ; Crittall Mfg. Co., Ltd., purpose 
made steel windows. 

H. and C. Davis and Co., Ltd., cast-iron 
manhole covers; Dejong (Branch of Shand 
Kydd, Ltd.), vermiculite acoustic plastering ; 
Durable Asphalte Co., Ltd., asphalt tanking 
and roofs ; Educational Supply Association, 
Ltd., sliding folding partitions; J. and E. 
Hall, Ltd., ash hoist; John Hall and Sons 
(Bristol and London), Ltd., mirrors ; Haskins 
Rolling Shutters, roller shutters ; Haywards, 
Ltd., pavement lights ; Gerald MHoltom, 
curtains and tracks ; Horsley Smith and Co. 
(Hayes), Ltd., hardwood block and _ strip 
flooring. 

Messrs. W. Kempster and B. Evans, mural 
painting ; Leeds Fireclay Co., Ltd., faience 
tiles ; Light Steelwork (1925), Ltd., staircase 
balustrading ; LCC Education Officer 
(Schools Equipment Division), curtains to 
staff rooms ; Marley Tile Co., Ltd., thermo- 
plastic tile flooring; Marriott and Price, 
Ltd., terrazzo; National Institute for the 
Blind, coco fibre mats; Neolite, Ltd., 
concrete slab paving; Pyrene Co., Ltd., 
hose reels ; Robb’s Cement Enamel Finishes, 
Ltd., cold glaze dados. 


Rosser and Russell, Ltd., heating and hot 
water installation ; Safety Tread Syndicate, 
Ltd., aluminium stair nosings ; Matthew T. 
Shaw and Co., Ltd., structural steelwork ; 
Sundeala Board Co., Ltd., insulation board 
ceilings; Tidmarsh and Sons, venetian 
blinds ; Val de Travers Asphalte Paving Co., 
Ltd., tarmacadam paving ; Yannedis and Co., 
Ltd., ironmongery ; Zanelli (London), Ltd., 
hydraulically pressed floor tiles. West Piling 
and Construction Co., Ltd., carried out the 
preliminary contract for piling and foundations. 
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The mural seen in this view of the entrance hall depicts 
scenes from the nearby docks and Greenwich Observatory. 
This was executed by W. Kempster and B. Evans. 


CUBITT TOWN SCHOOL, SAUNDERS NESS 
ROAD, POPLAR 


Headmistress’s study. 
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THe recommendations of the Joint Com- 
mittee on Tendering Procedure were 
published on Tuesday, and are summarised 
on page 582, together with the preamble to 
the Committee’s findings. A more full 
summary now follows. (The numerals refer 
to the paragraphs of the report): 


IMPORTANCE OF SELECTIVE 
TENDERING 


8. We feel strongly that the most im- 
portant recommendation in the Simon 
Report which comes within the scope of 
our inquiry is that relating to selective 
tendering. 


9, Like the Simon Committee, we can find 
nothing to say in favour of indiscriminate 
tendering, and we endorse their view that, 
when tendering is competitive, it is essen- 
tial that the competition should, in the case 
of each contract, be limited to firms who 
have been carefully selected, according to 
the size and type of contract, as being 
capable of, and likely to do, work of the 
required standard. To paraphrase the 
Simon Report: (i) indiscriminate tendering 
leads to bad building and throws upon the 
industry an unnecessary burden of time, 
effort and expense in the preparation of 
tenders, and (ii) only by selective competi- 
tion can the building owner expect a good 
job carried out by a builder who, having 
obtained the contract at a fair price, can 
and will maintain a good standard of work. 


10. It is the normal practice of the private 
owner and of the contracting Government 
Departments to invite selected firms to 
tender, and the latter have informed us that 
in no circumstances will they revert to the 
pre-war practice of indiscriminate tendering. 
The lead given by these departments has 
been followed by a small number of progres- 
sive local authorities, who, we gather, have 
been fully satisfied by the results. We are 
also impressed by the evidence given by the 
Ministry of Education, which made it clear 
that they are so convinced of the advantages 
of this practice that they would be glad 
to see it universally adopted for their school 
building programme. It is, therefore, a 
Matter of surprise and regret that the 
majority of local authorities still persist in 
asking for tenders from all and sundry. 


_ ll. There are two main methods of selec- 
tion. The first is to advertise each contract 
and call for firms to apply for permission 
to tender and then to make a suitable selec- 
tion from the applicants. The second is to 
maintain lists of firms in different areas suit- 
able and competent to carry out works of 
Varying extent and character. In principle 
the former is preferable, because all wishing 
to tender can ask for and receive considera- 
tion, but we recognise that a Government 
Department such as the Ministry of Works 
would face a very serious problem if required 
to advertise the large number of contracts 
with which they are concerned. Having 
been assured by them that their lists are 
regularly reviewed and kept up to date, both 
by the addition of new firms and the trans- 
ler of others to different categories, we do 
Rot wish to criticise their practice. Indeed, 
We see no objection to it being followed 
where thought desirable. 


2 

4 = As we have not had the benefit of 
ye ering with representatives of associa- 
ons of local authorities, we can only con- 
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clude, as did the Simon Comnimittee, that the 
practice of the majority of local authorities 
of allowing every contractor who so wishes 
to tender for every contract, arises from the 
desire to avoid any possible suggestion that 
the authority may not be acting impartially 
in selecting the firm for the work, and also 
from the erroneous view that this leads to 
economical building. 


13. We understand that the doubt which 
exists among local authorities as to their 
powers to make the necessary alterations to 
their Standing Orders is not well founded. 
We regret that the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government have not yet seen their 
way to encourage local authorities in respect 
of contracts for which they sanction loans 
and in many cases pay subsidies, to change 
their practice, a practice which was, in our 
opinion, correctly described by the Simon 
Committee as causing serious damage to the 
building industry. 

14. In our opinion it is essential that all 
local authorities, responsible as they are for 
the placing of contracts of some 35 per cent. 
of all building work, should adopt selective 
tendering. We consider that the proper 
arrangement is for the local authority to 
make the selection in each case on the advice 
of their technical officers from a list of con- 
tractors who have expressed their desire to 
tender. If, despite the satisfactory experi- 
ence of those authorities wlfo have acted in 
this way, the local authority feel in some 
doubt, we suggest that they might consider, 
as an interim measure at any rate, the 
appointment of an advisory panel, comprised 
of a lay chairman, an architect, a quantity 
surveyor and a contractor, who would sift 
the applications and make recommendations 
to the authority. .Even under this arrange- 
ment the final decision would, of course, rest 
with the local authority acting on the advice 
of their technical officers. 


COST OF TENDERING 


15. We have examined some recent records 
of cost incurred by a number of representa- 
tive contractors in the preparation of tenders. 
The records show a wide variation corre- 
sponding to the class of work undertaken. 

16. It is necessary that building owners, 
whether public or private, should understand 
that this cost must be allowed for in the 
price of building. It should be recognised 
as a valid reason for contractors declining 
to tender and it is, in itself, a justification 
for limiting the number of tenders called for 
—the less selectivity the greater the expense 
in preparing tenders. This expense falls on 
all building owners, including those whose 
procedure in these matters is sound. 


17. We do not advocate any payment in 
the form of a fee by way of even a part 
reimbursement of the cost of preparing 
tenders 


TYPES OF CONTRACT 


18. The matter second only in importance 
to the need for selective tendering is the 
choice of the right type of contract for the 
particular project. 

19. It is necessary to give increasing 
recognition to the fact that developments 
in structural methods and in equipment, as 
well as in the client’s requirements, lead to 
a wide diversity in the demands made on 
architects, specialist consultants, quantity 
surveyors and contractors. 
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20. The contract of which the bills of 
quantities form part is the most satisfactory 
type when the information available allows 
a proper bill to be prepared. Even for 
small works, such as individual houses, the 
superiority of this type of contract is 
manifest. 

21. There may be cases in which there 
is likely to be the minimum of variation 
where the alternative form, in which quan- 
tities do not form part of the contract, may 
be used for small jobs. 


22. As a method of selecting a contractor 
and of arriving at agreed competitive prices, 
where it is impossible to prepare an accurate 
bill of quantities from more or less complete 
plans and particulars, the schedule contract 
based on approximate bills of quantities is 
useful. Accurate bills of quantities may be 
substituted at a later date for the approxi- 
mate bills, or, alternatively, the work may be 
measured as it proceeds. The disadvantage 
of leaving the work to be measured as it 
proceeds is that an accurate figure of cost is 
not obtained until the work and the measure- 
ments are complete. 


23. This form of schedule contract has the 
advantage of bringing the architect, quantity 
surveyor and contractor together for con- 
sultation at an early stage when each can 
draw on the other’s experience. 


24. A schedule contract without the pro- 
vision of approximate quantities should oniy 
be used for maintenance work. 


25. We are of the opinion that the adop- 
tion by some Government Departments of a 
method of tendering by means of pre-priced 
bills of quantities is objectionable, and we 
consider that, save in exceptional circum- 
stances, this practice should be discontinued. 


26. We agree strongly with the opinion 
expressed in the Simon Report that the Cost 
plus Percentage Contract is unsatisfactory 
and undesirable. It should be used excep- 
tionally only, as for instance, in the case of 
the restoration of damaged churches, ancient 
monuments and other buildings where the 
extent of the work cannot be determined in 
advance. 


27. The Cost and Fixed Fee contract has, 
as mentioned in the Simon Report, certain 
advantages if properly applied. 


28. The Value Cost contract operated by 
the London County Council (see Appendix) 
is one specifically mentioned in the Simon 
Report. There are, in addition, other 
specialised forms of Value Cost contracts 
which may merit a more detailed examina- 
tion in their suitability to specific circum- 
stances. 

29. Generally speaking, however, we are 
in agreement with the Simon Report in 
advocating fixed price as the most satisfac- 
tory form of contract, since this is the only 
method which makes it possible for the 
building owner to secure the full economic 
advantages of effective competition. Where, 
however, the exact scope of the work can- 
not be determined in advance, a contract 
on the cost reimbursement basis is justifi- 
able, but the fee should be a fixed sum 
settled in advance. 


30. We have given much thought to the 
clause in the Standard Form of Contract 
which provides for a rise or fall in the con- 
tract figure according to fluctuations in the 
prices of materials. We feel sure that all 
will agree that this clause should be dis- 
pensed with as soon as practicable, because 
this would give contractors the incentive, 
which existed before the war, to buy in the 
cheapest market, and would, therefore, do 
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much to encourage manufacturers and mer- 
chants to make further efforts to reduce their 
prices. It would, moreover, do much to 
restore the confidence of the small building 
owner who is at present so often deterred 
from risking his limited resources by uncer- 
tainty as to final commitments. 


31. We realise that the problem is a diffi- 
cult one. On the one hand there is increas- 
ing evidence of stability in prices; on the 
other hand national decisions on taxation 
(including purchase tax) and decisions to 
increase wages in, for instance, such indus- 
tries as transport, fuel and power, may lead 
to rises in the cost of the manufacture and 
distribution of building materials. 


32. We recommend that representatives of 
manufacturers, merchants and contractors 
should confer on this matter at an early date 
with the first aim of dispensing with the 
clause in contracts entered into for periods 
not exceeding 12 months, and a final aim of 
abolishing the clause altogether. To pave 
the way there might, perhaps, be an under- 
standing that it would be open to contractors 
to qualify their tender as subject to adjust- 
ment in respect of the prices of any im- 
portant materials which they agreed to list, 
and that such action would not disqualify 
their tenders from consideration. 

33. We have noted that the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
have agreed with Government contracting 
departments that the “rise or fall” clause 
should not be used in the case of works 
estimated to cost less than £3,000 with an 
estimated contract period not exceeding four 
months 

RELATED MATTERS 
Planning in Advance 

34. We wish to stress the importance of 
planning in advance, especially in the pre- 
paration of detailed drawings and specifica- 
tions. 

35. We recognise that justifiable obstacles 
to planning in advance sometimes exist, but 
in most cases failure to prepare adequate 
particulars cannot be justified or excused. 

36. We regard it as equally important that 
specialist services designed by consultants 
should be subject to the same measure of 
pre-planning. 

37. We are aware of the many difficulties 
which have existed since the war, but are 
glad to note that these are fast disappearing, 
owing to the Government’s policy of pro- 
gressive relaxation of restriction and control. 

38. As a corollary to pre-planning, we 
regard it as important that adequate drawings 
properly displayed should be available for 
inspection at the tender stage, supplemented 
wherever possible by the attendance of the 
architect’s representative to explain the 
drawings. Contractors should make full use 
of this service. 


Advance Information to Contractors 

39. We regard it as highly desirable that 
contractors should be asked in advance if 
they wish to be invited to tender, and for 
this purpose they should be notified of the 
scale of the work contemplated, the date 
on which the formal invitation would be 
issued, the date on which tenders would be 
returnable, and the approximate date on 
which the work is expected to start. They 
should be informed that refusal of the invi- 
tation will not prejudice their opportunities 
of tendering on future occasions. 


40. This is the recognised practice of many 
well-established offices and, in certain special] 
cases, of Government Departments. 
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41. We consider that this procedure, since 
it is generally accepted as good practice, 
should be adopted in all cases. If this is 
done, it should remove one of ‘the chief 
causes of the practice of taking cover prices. 


Number of Tenders 


42. This will depend on the size and type 
of contract. We consider that the schedule 
of ratios between numbers of tenders and 
costs of works which the Ministry of Works 
use is satisfactory and might well be followed 
generally. 

43. This schedule is as follows: 

For contracts below £500, four firms. 

For contracts between £500 and £10,000, 
six firms. 

For contracts between £10,000 and 
£50,000, eight firms. 

For contracts between £50,000 and 
£200,000, ten firms. 

For contracts over 
firms. 

For very large and important jobs the list 
may be restricted to a smaller number of 
firms known to be suitable for the particular 
type of work involved, and thought to have 
available capacity at the particular time. 


£200,000, twelve 


Time Allowed for Tendering 
44. The time allowed is, in general, in- 
adequate. We consider that the Ministry 
of Works’ practice of allowing a minimum 
of 21 days between receipt of tender docu- 
ments and receipt of tender is reasonable in 
normal circumstances. 


Advising Results of Tenders 


45. We call attention to two aspects of 
the established practice of notifying con- 
tractors of the results of tendering. The 
first is the delay that is all too prevalent, 
particularly with local authorities, and the 
second is the absence of any notification 
procedure from the practice of Government 
Departments. We do not feel that we can 
accept the plea cf administrative difficulties 
that has been advanced. It is essential for 
efficient organisation that contractors should 
know at the earliest possible moment how 
they stand, so that they may be able to 
organise their commitments, and we con- 
sider that notification should be immediate. 


Delay in Acceptance of Tenders 

46. It is inevitable that systems of control 
will lead to delays in acceptance, and there 
is evidence that the leisurely treatment of 
routine processes tends to become a habit. 
It is necessary for all building owners to 
understand that long delays in the acceptance 
of tenders lead to higher initial prices to 
cover unknown risks or to claims for extra 
costs due to working under different condi- 
tions from those anticipated. 

47. Too often the owner wants to make 
up the time lost through such delay by 
requiring the successful contractor to start 
on the site immediately his tender has been 
accepted. 

48. We therefore regard it as equally 
necessary for a tender to be accepted in a 
reasonable time and for sufficient time to 
be then allowed before the contract actually 
Starts. 


Sub-Contracts 


49. We are of the opinion that the prin- 
ciples enunciated in paragraphs 47 and 48 of 
the Simon Report need emphasising. The 
architect probably tends to favour service 
and quality rather than price, and although 
it may be claimed that contractors command 
a better degree of competition when they 
are allowed to solicit the tendering, espe- 
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cially in the case. of constructional items 
such as hollow tile floors, it is nevertheless 
recognised that architects may wish to con- 
tinue to nominate sub-contractors whom they 
know rather than to leave the choice to the 
contractors. It is, however, undesirable for 
clients to make direct contracts with 
specialists, and full support is given to the 
statement of the Simon Report that it js 
of the first importance that the general con- 
tractor should, subject to the directions of 
the architect, be in full control of the whole 
of the executive work on the site. 


50. There are many sub-contracts for 
which the main contractor might be given 
the opportunity of tendering. The difficulty 
arises where planning or preparatory work 
necessitates the letting in advance of the 
main contract, for the main contractor js 
rarely known at that stage. However desir- 
able it may be that the main contractor 
should be given a chance of tendering, it js 
more important that he should have every- 
thing prepared for planning his work 
economically. 


51. We desire also to emphasise para- 
graphs 51 and 52 of the Simon Report, 
especially as regards the need for clients to 
recognise the importance of the consultants’ 
services. Where circumstances justify the 
employment of consultants, their services 
should always be utilised. Not only is the 
design likely to be more economical, but the 
design costs, which are cumulative when any 
number of competitors are engaged, are 
necessarily less. Moreover, it is difficult to 
adjudicate on the relative value of prices 
quoted by competitors when the design work 
is included. Generally speaking, the more 
explicit the design in the first place, the 
better the value. 


52. There is evidence that contractors are 
often left too much in doubt of the inten- 
tions of the architect through the lack of 
definition and uncertainty of information 
available at the tender stage on nominated 
sub-contracts. We feel that architects 
should cultivate the practice of furnishing as 
much information as possible to tenderers. 


53. There is also some danger that the 
nomination by the architect of supplies and 
suppliers may develop to an_ unbalanced 
extent. The contractor needs to be allowed 
a greater measure of discretion on man} 
minor matters. 


JOINT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 


54. We are convinced that a_ whole 
hearted adoption of the recommendations it 
the Simon Report would have increased con 
siderably the efficiency of the building 
industry and would have removed many 0! 
the causes of complaint which have beet 
made against it. We have, therefore, givel 
serious consideration to the best means 0 
ensuring that our recommendations, which i 
general follow those of that Report, are kep! 
constantly before those directly concerned 
and the general public. We have concluded 
that unless definite and continuous action! 
taken over a long period, little or no i 
provement on the lines we have suggest 
can be expected.. At the same time we hil’ | 
considered what should be done to ensult | 
that the many other problems facing the 
industry are considered and _ regulal! 
reported upon. We finally decided ® 
recommend to the Royal Institute of Britis 
Architects, the Royal Institution of Chi 
tered Surveyors and the National Federatio 
of Building Trades Employers that the 
present Joint Consultative Committee “ 
Architects and Builders, consisting of rep 
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gntatives of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects and the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, should be ex- 

nded by the admission of representatives 
of the Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
yeyors, and that the proposed Consultative 
Committee as thus reconstituted should :— 


(i) make periodic statements to the 
Press reviewing the progress made in 
implementating the recommendations of 
the Simon Committee and of ourselves, 
and 

(ii) devote its attention to outstanding 
problems, including that of closer co- 
operation with representatives of the 
associations of local authorities. 


55. We are glad to report that the three 
organisations have accepted our recommen- 
dations and that arrangements are to be 
made to set up regional and local organisa- 
tions in order that interest throughout the 
country may be stimulated and maintained. 


GENERAL 


56. We have frankly discussed opinions 
held in some professional quarters on the 
alleged delinquencies of contractors and an- 
cillary trades and those held by some con- 
tractors on the shortcomings of professional 
practice. If it is true that the charge of in- 
efficiency can be levelled against certain 
contractors, it is equally true that not all the 
members of the professions concerned with 
building are sufficiently well equipped for 
the discharge of their functions, Nor can 
building owners escape censure. Too often 
private owners and public authorities exhibit 
acomplete misunderstanding of the functions 
of the professional man, and mistrust their 
professional advisers and the contractors 
whom they employ. A healthy condition 
can only be attained by the growth of confi- 
dence between all parties. The professional 
bodies and the contractors’ associations have 
an equal responsibility in rooting out ineffi- 
ciency, discouraging malpractices and plac- 
ing before the public the example of good 
practice and fair dealing. Within the limits 
set for this inquiry, the aim can be stated 
very simply, namely, that every contract shall 
be properly planned and placed at a fair 
price with a responsible contractor, carefully 
selected as being capable of, and likely to do. 
the work of the standard required. 


APPENDIX 
Note on the LCC Value Cost Contract 


We have followed up the Simon Report 
reference to the Value Cost contract operated 
by the London County Council. We note 
that the underlying principles remain the 
same, though modifications have been made 
from time to time in the last ten years, the 
most important being that the County Coun- 
cil no longer call for tenders for the fee per- 
centage, but have fixed the fee at 3 per cent. 
of the “target” figure, that is, the value 
arrived at by applying the schedule prices to 
the work done. The competitive element is 
preserved in the tendering of an “on” or 
“off” percentage of the rates and prices pre- 
pared by the County Council and inserted in 
the schedule. 

The system is valuable in that it does 
ensure a definite incentive to the successful 
contractor, and indeed to all other parties 
to the contract, and that it provides greater 
Possibilities of co-operation between archi- 
tects, engineers, quantity surveyors and con- 
tractors. It is not, however, a system for 


widespread apolication, as it depends upon 
the existence of a highly trained and special 
organisation within the employing authority. 

ar as we can learn, no other authority 
has employed it, 
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A view of the “ Greenway ”’ flats, at the northern end of Sydney Harbour Bridge. 
The block comprises 117 two-bedroom and 192 one-bedroom flats, and is reputed 
to be the largest block of flats in Australia. 


AUSTRALIA’S ‘‘ HOMES FOR THE PEOPLE” 


Ambitious Schemes for Houses and Flats 


By PETER 


LIKE most countries which made an all- 
out war effort, Australia has a short- 
age of homes because hardly any were built 
between 1939 and 1946. The shortage was 
accentuated when an extensive immigration 
scheme began in 1947 and the population 
grew from 7,579,000 in that year to 8,648,000 
by the end of 1952. It is still increasing. 


Private builders could not meet demands 
for new homes so the Federal Government 
and the six State Governments set up hous- 
ing authorities to undertake a large-scale 
erection of “ homes for the people.” 


In New South Wales, a Housing Com- 
mission was established and, as a first step, 
unoccupied military camps were turned into 
hostels to provide temporary accommoda- 
tion while permanent homes were being built. 
By June, 1953, this Commission had provided 
accommodation for nearly 150,000 people. 


In Sydney, the Housing Commission has 
erected thousands of homes individually and 
in housing estates. These estates have been 
attractively laid out. complete with shopping 
centres and other community amenities. In 
some of the older districts streets of houses 
have been demolished to make room for 
modern blocks of flats. 


Standards of construction have not been 
lowered by mass production. All the houses 
are separate units built with timber or brick. 
They contain from two to four bedrooms, 
lounge, dining-room, kitchen, bathroom, 
separate laundry, sun porches and verandahs. 
A two-bedroom house has a living area of 
approximately 850 to 1,000 sq. ft. The aver- 
age size of the plot of land on which a house 
stands is 50 ft. by 130 ft. 


DAVISON 


Overseas Trends Studied 


The flats were designed after a careful 
study of overseas trends in unit dwellings. 

At Milson’s Point, on the northern shore 
of Sydney’s beautiful harbour and only a 
few minutes by public transport from the 
heart of the city, the Housing Commission 
last year completed a block of over 300 
modern flats. 

The building has been named “ Greenway,” 
after Francis Greenway, the convict designer 
of some of New South Wales’ finest examples 
of early colonial architecture. 

“ Greenway ” is the largest block of flats 
in Australia. The huge 12-storey reinforced 
concrete building covers 24 acres of land and 
cost £A1,000.000. Its 117 two-bedroomed 
flats and 192 one-bedroom flats have all- 
electric kitchens, tiled bathrooms and electric 
fires. Community laundries are equipped 
with electric washing machines and clothes 
dryers. Many of the flats have superb views 
of Sydney Harbour. 

The two-bedroom flats have 756 sq. ft. of 
living space and the one-bedroom flats 528. 

“ Greenway” is the most ambitious flat 
building project undertaken by the New 
South Wales Housing Commission. It was 
planned to satisfy the needs of people who 
earn their living in city factories and offices. 
In other areas outside the city smaller blocks 
of flats have been built close to industrial 
centres, providing homes for factory workers, 

In industrial cities like Newcastle, Wollon- 
gong and Port Kembla, large housing estates 
have been built chiefly for steel workers and 
coal miners. Homes have adso been built 
in other cities, and in country districts for 
rural workers. 
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THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF ARTS 


A Bicentenary Lecture 


R. NIKOLAUS PEVSNER, Slade Pro- 
fessor of Fine Art, University of Cam- 
bridge, gave the first of three bicentenary 
lectures at the Royal Society of Arts on Tues- 
day, March 23. The object of the lectures 
is to follow the relation of the Society “vo 
the arts, to industry and to commerce in the 
two centuries of its existence. In his first 
lecture Dr. Pevsner gave a lively review of 
the decorative arts during the period, with 
special reference to the early years—the 
“Golden Age” of English art—to the ac- 
tivities of the Prince Consort and his associ- 
ates at the time of the Great Exibition and 
after, and to the work of William Morris and 
the Arts and Crafts movement of the 
"eighties. | We take the following extracts 
from the lecturer’s concluding remarks : — 

You will expect from me as an historian 
and a critic and a friend of 20 years’ standing 
lsaid Dr. Pevsner] that I should try to review 
the situation to-day as I see it and give you 
my private views as to the future. The situa- 
tion is not at all easy. This is a private 
Society. It must emphatically remain so. It 
has about 6,000 members, which is a grati- 
fying lot, but not enough to finance what 
ought to be done. Considering that there 
were 2,000, 200 years ago, ready to pay the 
present-day equivalent of 20 guineas each and 
more in order to belong and help, what is 
needed now is either a subscription of 20 
guineas, which, clearly, economic conditions 
do not allow, or 20,000 members. This is a 
mass age: what was financed by a limited 
patronage in 1750 must be financed by con- 
siderably larger numbers now. 

That is one thing, but there is a snag here. 
Increased membership must not encumber 
administration. Unless the administration is 
simple, the Society is bound to lose some of 
its potential striking power. And what will 
attract these future large numbers of Fellows 
is the very striking power which was so spec- 
tacular in 1750 and 1850. Now where should 
it strike? 

The traditional line taken by it is to find 
out what needs doing for Art, Commerce and 
Industry, and start doing it. Then—that 
seems almost every time the both gratifying 
and sad end of the story—others see that the 
Society was right to take over, with the 
result that a special organisation is estab- 
lished for that one thing and the Society has 
to discover another good cause. It held the 
first art exhibition, and then the Royal Aca- 
demy was founded; it held the first exhibi- 
tion of photography and then the Royal 
Photographic Society was founded; it pro- 
moted the 1851 Exhibition and the Govern- 
ment took over; it pleaded for the Festival 
of Britain and handed that idea on to the 
Government. It started examinations in in- 
dividual trades and that led to the formation 
of the City and Guilds Institute. It held 
exhibitions of inventions and now you go to 
the Patent Office to study inventions. And 
so on and so forth. 

But little is left to-day that is—thanks to 
the irresistible nineteenth and twentieth cen- 
tury trend towards — specialisation—not 
covered by a special department or council 
or society or association. Design in Indus- 
try? There is the DIA—private, like your 
Society, and there is the COID with all the 
facilities and the backing of the Government 
behind it. Propaganda for modern art? 
There is the Arts Council. Education of the 
designer? The Royal College of Art has 








been thoroughly overhauled and does a great 
deal now. 


What is left, then? There are, in my 
opinion, various answers. The most general 
answer is that Industrial Art is only one 
aspect of this Society. The advantage it has 
over most other societies is that it has pre- 
served its all-roundness. In this age of sub- 
division of labour, it is good to have a place 
where science and art are still looked after 
simultaneously and in conjunction. The 
gentlemen of 1750 were interested in both 
and understood something of both. It will 
be a sad day when there is nothing left but 
specialists and when the amateur, the virtu- 
oso, and the man of all-round culture hias 
disappeared. The BBC’s Third Programme 
gives us a balanced supply of all-round in- 
formation and stimulus, but let it not be said 
that a Society can hand over its communi- 
cations to a microphone. 


Secondly, the Society, being entirely pri- 
vate, can cover more than the BBC. It is in 
a position of complete freedom to choose 
causes and get things started without delay. 


Thirdly, it has, by reason of its private 
nature, the tremendous advantage of being 
able to criticise. May it never be easily 
satisfied, may it never be smug! Henry 
Cole was not, he was exacting; so was Prince 
Albert. I see splendid twentieth-century 
possibilities there. 


FUTURE ACTIVITIES: SOME 
SUGGESTIONS 


So much for the general answers. Now for 
some special answers. First, we should not 
forget that in spite of all the existing or- 
ganisations, not all the avenues are yet ex- 
plored. Here are a few suggestions, large 
and small, for what they are worth. A 
Repository of Industrial Art might be 
assembled by gifts begged from manufac- 
turers. It might be formed into a permanent 
collection with many small changing travel- 
ling exhibitions. Too little is as yet done 
in that way. Smaller towns far too rarely 
see a representation of what is best in 
strictly modern textiles or pottery or furni- 
ture, and the Society, being private, could 
be more uncompromising in its selection than, 
for instance, the COID. No flirtation with 
period escapism. Grace, yes: decoration, yes, 
but let them be wholly of this age of ours. 


Then research is needed into consumers’ 
preferences, into design and its premisses and 
conditions abroad—much on the lines of my 
own research for Birmingham University in 
1934 to 1935 into conditions over here—and 
also into the role of craft in an industrial 
civilisation, not as an escape into the “ olde 
worlde,” but as an experimental outpost help- 
ing to establish new ideas amongst the re- 
latively few who can afford to spend money 
on a really first-rate, beautifully made and 
imaginatively designed cloth or sideboard. 
And that brings me to my main special point 
for the future. 


The conditions of modern industrial design 
in this country are curious. It started 
amongst the educated upper middle class—it 
has still the strongest hold there. Since then 
it has made much progress in the less afflu- 
ent middle classes and some inroads into the 
skilled working class. But it has not been 
successful amongst the poor who want the 
modern, but want it jazzy, nor amongst the 
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‘ 
rich and socially most influential who wan, 
the antique, genuine or imitated. 


There is no lead in contemporaiy design 
yet coming from on high, and the language 
of our century will not be universal jn this 
country until that is achieved. There yoy 
have a task worth spending all one’s energie; 
on. Don’t say that it is only natural for 
different classes to wish to express themselves 
in completely different styles, one moder 
and one, say, Georgian. That may be true 
at present here; it is not so, for instance. 
in Sweden, where the difference between the 
rich and the poor house is a matter of mate. 
rials, of finishes, of workmanship (hand- 
making, for instance, against macihine-mak. 
ing), but not of style. 


I may sound sceptical and unenthusiastic in 
these last remarks of mine. That is, I may 
say, the privilege of the historian, but | 
assure you I am _ full of hope. This 
Society has never been more successful and 
more influential than in the 1840's. It hada 
new President then, and he was 24 years old. 
He was 31 at the time of the Great Exhibi- 
tion. You have a young President once 
again, and much that worries the quinquagen- 
arians and sexagenarians is no problem to the 
young. You know that the Society means 
something to its President. He is not with 
us to-day, but I am looking to him in pre- 
senting you with my wishes for your third 
century. 


CITY SMOKELESS ZONE 
Opposition by Property Owners 


ProposaLs for making the City of London 
a smokeless zone were opposed by property 
owners when the City of London (Various 
Powers) Bill was discussed by a committee of 
the House of Commons at Westminster, on 
March 23. One clause of the Bill lays down 
that no smoke shall be emitted from premises 
in the City and provisions are made for the 
burning of smokeless fuels. 

The objectors to the Bill were the 
Associated Owners of City Properties, an 
organisation established in the City for 50 
years, who contended in their petition that 
the proposed new laws would impose an un- 
reasonable burden on property owners. 
While expressing complete accord with the 
objects of the Bill they submitted that, “If 
Parliament should see fit to pass the clause, 
it should be on condition that the prohibi- 
tion should apply only to new and modernised 
buildings and that it should only operate in 
regard to other existing buildings as and 
when they are modernised or substantial 
alterations in the heating arrangements are 
carried out.” The promoters of the Bill are 
the City Corporation. 

Dr. C. M. Brown, medical officer for 
Manchester, gave evidence that the original 
scheme for a smokeless zone in Manchester 
of 104 acres was so successful that the 
council were proposing to extend the area t0 
a total of 412 acres. 

After deciding to approve one of the cot 
tested clauses, with the addition of two modi 
fications suggested by the promoters of the 
Bill, the committee adjourned until the nex! 
day. 


Examination Awards 


Among 202 cash awards made to Dunlop 
employees during the past 12 months for 
passing various examinations are four 10! 
architecture, surveying and structural engit 
eering; two for carpentry and joinery, af 


one for timber technology. The total valve | 


of all the awards was £1,908. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Scottish Housing Repairs and Rents 
Bill 


Glow progress is being made by the 
Scottish Standing Committee of the 
House of Commons which is considering the 
Housing (Repairs and Rents) (Scotland) Bill. 

On March 25 on Clause 14 (Repairs 
Increase), MR. JAMES McINNES moved an 
amendment attempting to define the expres- 
sion “good and tenantable repair,” which 
must be fulfilled before the statutory repairs 
increase can be granted. The amendment 
laid down the following conditions without 
any one of which a dwelling-house would 
fail to qualify for the increase:— 

“(q) Is in all respects dry; 

(6) is in good repair both as respects structure and 
as respects decoration: 

(c) has each room properly lighted and ventilated; 
(d) has an adequate supply of wholesome water laid 
on for all purposes inside the dwelling; 

(e) is provided with efficient and adequate means of 
supplying hot water for domestic purposes; 

(f) has an internal or otherwise readily accessible 
water-closet; 

(g) has a fixed bath preferably in a separate room; 
(h) is provided with a sink or sinks and with suitable 
arrangements for the disposal of waste water; 

(i) is provided with facilities for domestic washing; 
(j) has a proper drainage system: 

(k) is provided with adequate points for artificial 
lighting in each room; 

() is provided with adequate facilities for heating 
each habitable room; 

ber has satisfactory facilities for preparing and cook- 
ing food; 
mn) has a well-ventilated larder or food store; and 
(0) has proper provision for the storage of fuel.’’ 

He said that in this clause they were not 
dealing with the patching-up of slums: they 
were dealing with the more modern and 
better type of property. The Govern- 
ment agreed that there were 750,000 rent- 
controlled houses in Scotland and they also 
agreed that if they were categorised into age 
groups it would be found that there were 
324.000 over 100 years old, and to that 
extent automatically within Part I of the 
Bill. That left about 426,000 houses the 
ages of which ranged between 30 and 100 
years. Those 426,000 houses comprised 
the more modern type of property—gener- 
ally speaking, the red sandstone type to be 
seen in the large cities. The Bill did not 
lay down any standards of habitability for 
those 426,000 houses. It merely used the 
expression “good and tenantable repair.” 
That almost defied definition, and to leave 
the expression in the Bill like that was 
simply dodging the issue. It might be con- 
sidered that the rather formidable list of 
conditions was frightening. He had con- 
sulted the Housing Acts, the Public Health 
Acts, the burgh police Acts and even court 
cases and their decisions, as well as the 
Memorandum issued by the Department of 
Health. In all those Acts and decisions 
would be found the expressions used in the 
amendment. Here was a golden opportunity 
for the Government to ensure that under 
the Bill tenants had a reasonable standard 
of habitability and accommodation. 


Mr. McGovern, in supporting the amend- 
ment, said that the landlord now had all 
his houses tenanted, and he had had a 474 
Per cent. increase in rent in 1920. He had 
ow passed on to the tenant the job of paint- 
ing and papering and all the other internal 
work. It was surely not unreasonable to 
expect that, if he was to have this increase 
in rent provided for understhe Bill, the com- 
mittee should define what his duties were 
and make it clear that he must carry out 
the internal decorations to keep the house 
!n proper condition. They were entitled to 
have guarantees about the purposes on which 
the increased rents would be spent. Some 





THE BUILDER 


houses had hot and cold water systems 
which were out of date; and in some houses 
those systems had not been maintained. It 
was not possible to put a w.c. or bathroom 
in every house unless it was done within 
the ambit of the reconditioning legislation. 


Mr. JAMES Stuart, the Secretary of State 
for Scotland, said he fully agreed with the 
admirable aims which the supporters of the 
amendment had in mind. Everybody would 
like to see those conditions fulfilled, but 
they were suitable for the best type of 
modern housing in this present decade. 
Indeed, to accept the amendment would turn 
this repairs scheme into an jimprovement 
scheme. Structurally, many of these old 
buildings were not capable of being 
improved in the manner suggested. From 
the figures available it would appear that 
some 300000 or more controlled houses 
would be deficient in respect of one or more 
of the conditions which the amendment 
insisted on. The trouble about that was that 
if any house was deficient in one respect 
that would rule it out of qualifying for the 
increase. Landlords would be unable to 
carry out the work which would qualify 
them for the rent increases. Everybody 
wanted to see the standard raised and 
improved, and it would be for the local 
authority—in many cases through the 
sanitary inspector—to have regard to what 
was believed to be the best that could be 
achieved, according to the type of building, 
its age and so on. When the Bill eventually 
became an Act he hoped that they would 
have provisions to allow appeals both by 
landlords and tenants against the decisions 
of local authorities in the event of disputa- 
tion about the fairness of the decisions 
taken. He regretted he could not accept the 
amendment, which would involve a break- 
down in the whole repairs scheme. 

The amendment was negatived by 31 votes 
to 26. 

The question that the Clause stand part 
of the Bill was under discussion when the 
committee adjourned. 


The English Bill 


The report stage of the English Bill in 
the Commons was announced for March 31 
and April 1. 


OTHER BUSINESS 


Historic Buildings 

On March 22, Mr. Jay asked the Minister 
of Works why the Estimates for Historic 
Monuments and Ancient Buildings and for 
Miscellaneous Works Services were substan- 
tially higher in 1954-55 than in 1953-54. 


Sir Davip Ecc es said that the year 1954- 
55 would be the first full year of operation 
of the Historic Buildings and Ancient Monu- 
ments Act, 1953, and a net sum of £250,000 
had been provided. In 1953-54 only £10,000 
had been provided by supplementary Esti- 
mate to cover expenditure in the last three 
months of the financial year. The main 
reason for the increase in the vote for Mis- 
cellaneous Works Services was the provision 
of £2,509,749 for repayment of advances 
made to the Building Materials and Housing 
Fund which was being closed on March 31, 
1954. Nearly all the expenditure was in- 
curred in the years immediately following the 
constitution of the Fund in 1945. 


Building in Scotland 

On March 23, Mr. Hector HuGHEs asked 
the Minister of Works if he would state his 
plans for extension of building in Scotland 
this year; if he would specify the nature and 
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location of the new buildings contemplated; 
and when licences for these buildings would 
be granted. 


Sir Davip Ecc tes said that in Scotland, 
as elsewhere in the United Kingdom, he was 
ready to license and approve work up to the 
limit of the capacity of the building industry 
and he was circulating a list of major works 
in progress or in prospect. Licences, where 
required, would be granted when plans were 
ready. ; 


The following 
ment:— 


is the circulated state- 


MAJOR PROJECTS STARTED IN 1953: 
New Colliery, Monktonhall, Midlothian 
(site preparation, surface buildings, 
etc.) et >» a de a £1,500,000 
Hydro-Electric Schemes:— 
Stromlich: Dam, main tunnel, etc., 
Perthshire - ne y ae 2,113,000 
Rubreach: Dam and access road, etc., 
Perthshire a an ne 2,145,000 
Allt-na-Lairage: Dam, _ tunnel, 
generating station, etc., Argyllshire 1,027,000 
Barony Power Station, Ayrshire 1,035,000 
Faslane Oil Project, Dunbartonshire. . 2,790,000 
Peper ee 
£10,610,000 


OTHER PROJECTS COSTING MORE THAN 
£200,000 RECENTLY LICENSED OR 


AUTHORISED: 
Schools: 
Knightswood Road, Glasgow. . £375,000 
Lightburn, Glasgow oe 444,000 
Glenrothes, Fife. . as 230,000 
East Kilbride, Lanarkshire .. ay 220,000 
Carbonising Plant, Aberdeen Gas Works 335,000 
Carbonising, coal and coke handling 
plant, Kilmarnock Gas Works re 728,000 
Improvements and extensions, Queens 
Dock, Glasgow .. a ek ay. 227,000 
Improvements and extensions, Meadow- 
side Quay, Glasgow .. , e 310,000 
Signalling improvements, Cowlairs 
Junction, Glasgow kt de ee 456,000 
Improvements and extensions, Singer’s 
Works, Clydebank if te Ae 201,000 
New Runways, Prestwick Airport > 900,000 
Scafield, 


Surface layout, new colliery, 
Kirkcaldy ae a ad ay 1,080,000 
Improvements and extensions, Bedlay 
Colliery, Lanarkshire .. ats ad 
Reconstruction of road and _ bridges, 
Argyllshire me a ta maj 207,000 
Steelwork and superstructure for turbo 
alternator and_ boiler, Portobello 
Power Station, Edinburgh po 796,000 


HYDRO-ELECTRIC BOARD SCHEMES. 
Generating station, aqueduct and 


tunnels, St. Fillans, Perthshire 1,863,000 
Generating station, aqueduct and 

tunnels, Delchonzie, Perthshire P 991,000 
Tunnel and aqueduct, Glenalmond, 

Perthshire os x = rd 1,038,000 
Dam construction, Lednock, Perthshire 674,000 
Distribution scheme, Strathnairn an 

Strathspey, Inverness-shire .. Sa 301,000 
Distribution scheme, Moray _.. 275,000 
Distribution scheme, Isle of Harris 260,000 


£12,121,000 
Pues peice eas 


The Ministry of Works expected to let 
contracts amounting to more than £700,000. 
There was also in prospect a substantial 
programme of school building, defence work 
and work for the North of Scotland Hydro- 
Electric Board. 


Paintings and Sculpture 


On March 23, in reply to Sir Leslie 
Plummer, the Minister of Works, SiR Davip 
Eccies, said that in the three years ending 
March 31, 1954, he had spent £933 on com- 
missioning paintings and drawings and 
£17,860 on sculpture from living artists. 


Albert Memorial Repairs 

On March 23, in reply to Lieut.-Col. Lip- 
ton, the Minister of Works, Sir Davip 
EccLes, said he had approved work needed to 
preserve the fabric of the Albert Memorial 
from further deterioration and to remove the 
risk of accidents and for the repair of the 
war damage visible from the ground. This 
included the restoratien of the orb and cross. 
The cost was provisionally estimated at 
£7,000. 
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Building in the City 

On March 23, SIR ALFRED Bossom asked 
the Minister of Works what permits he had 
issued for building entire areas in the City 
of London; and if he would state approxi- 
mately the size and location of these areas. 


Sir Davip EcctEs said he had not received 
applications for licences in respect of entire 
areas. Many of the licences so far issued 
had been for buildings in the badly damaged 
areas around Holborn, between St. Paul’s 
Cathedral and the Bank of England, and 
between Fenchurch-street and Leadenhall- 
street. As he had already stated, he was 
ready to consider licence applications for the 
development of other areas planned -as a 
whole if the City Corporation thought it 
desirable. 


Housing at Dounreay Atomic Station 


On March 23, during the committee stage 
of the Atomic Energy Authority Bill, Mr. 
ANDERSON inquired how far the new 
authority would have power to continue the 
building of houses, as had been the practice 
of the Ministry of Suppty, to meet the 
requirements and the desires of those in 
isolated areas. It had also been the practice 
of the Ministry of Supply to deal with local 
authorities in regard to priority houses and 
to make them more or less tied houses. 
Would it be the responsibility of the 
authority to carry out the promises made 
to the men who had been transferred to 
these isolated places? He fully recognised 
that it was intended that the authority should 
take over all the properties, and all the obli- 
gations, that had been entered into. But 
they now came to a new position where 
the buildings had not begun to be erected 
and where the houses had to be planned 
for, and so on, because staff had been trans- 
ferred to these various places. 


Sir Davip Eccxgs said that the authority 
could do everything to continue the existing 
policy on housing, and it was determined 
to do so. The present position was that 
3,225 houses had been built; 583 were under 
construction; 665 were in the firm planning 
stage; and beyond that they saw the necessity 
for something between 750 and 1,000 houses 
more. He could not give the exact number 
which would be needed for Dounreay, but 
they would probably start off with about 
150. It was the intention of the authority 
to carry on with the very sensible policy 
that existed. 


Landlord and Tenant Bill 


Standing Committee D of the House of 
Commons, which is considering the Land- 
lord and Tenant Bill, when it adjourned on 
March 25, had held seven sittings and had 
under consideration Clause 12 (Grounds for 
resumption of possession by landlord). 
There are no fewer than 66 Clauses and 
nine schedules to the Bill. 


School Building 


On March 25 Mr. WILLEY asked the 
Minister of Education why the amount of 
educational building under construction at 
the latest available date was nearly £24m. 
less than on the previous year and £94m. less 
than in 1951. 

Miss HorSBRUGH said because the value 
of contracts completed in 1953 was almost 
£8m. greater than in 1952, and nearly £21m. 
greater than in 1951. 

Miss Bacon asked how many grammar 
schools were under construction at the pre- 
sent time and how many were included in 
next year’s building programme. 

Miss HorssRuGH said that on January 31 
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PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, KENYA. A general view of the new Parlia- 


ment Buildings in Nairobi, Kenya, that 
Baring, on February 16. As can be 


dominated by the clock tower, the clock of which has two faces and the Westminster 
The architect is Mr. H. Thornley Dyer, FRIBA, AMTPI, in association 
with Mr. A. D. Connell, ARIBA. 


chimes. 
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seen in the photograph, the buildings are 





last there were 40 grammar schools under 
construction in England and Wales, together 
with 11 bilateral schools having grammar 
streams. When completed, those projects 
would provide 23,620 grammar places. The 
programme. of work to be started up to the 
end of March, 1955, included 49 grammar 
schools and seven bilateral schools with 
grammar streams, which together would pro- 
vide 27,030 grammar places. These figures 
excluded accommodation for academic 
courses in multilateral and comprehensive 
schools. 

Mr. JAMES JOHNSON asked what number 
of schools, giving figures for primary and 
secondary schools, respectively, would begin 
building in the year 1954. 

Miss HorssruGH said that as the school- 
building programme was related to the finan- 
cial year, she could not forecast the number 
of schools which would be started in ‘the 
calendar year. The programme of work to 
be started during the 12 months ending on 
March 31, 1954, however, included 271 
primary and 200 secondary schools, and the 
programme for the ensuing 12 months, 181 
primary and 211 secondary schools, 


Forth Road Bridge Proposal 

On March 24, Major ANSTRUTHER-GRAY 
asked the Minister of Transport whether he 
had now considered the report on Sir Bruce 
White’s proposals for a road bridge over the 
Forth; and if he would make a statement. 


Mr. LeNNox-Boyp said he had now 
received the Report of the panel he set up to 
inquire into Sir Bruce White’s proposal. The 
panel’s finding, with which he agreed, was 
that it was “difficult to see any sufficient 
justification for the project.’ He thanked the 
members of the panel for their comprehen- 
sive and authoritative report. He had told 
the Transport Commission that the way was 
now clear for them to proceed with the 
improvements of the ferry service at Queens- 
ferry; and he had given them a formal 
indemnity to cover the risk of capital loss if 
and when a road bridge was built. 





GATWICK AIRPORT INQUIRY 
Crawley New Town’s “ Change of Front” 


CRAWLEY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
were questioned, on March 26. at the public 
inquiry into the proposed extension of Gat- 
wick Airport, held at Horley, about a 
“change of front” in their attitude to the 
extension of Gatwick airport after having 
consistently opposed the project since start- 
ing the development of the new town, 

After hearing the evidence of Colonel 
Cc. A. C. Turner, chief executive of the 
corporation, Mr. G. LAWRENCE, QC (on 
behalf of Surrey County Council), asked 
him why the corporation were not ranged 
alongside the council in opposition to the 
project. COLONEL TURNER replied that the 
council, as planning authority, were cor 
cerned with an area and a problem different 
from those of the corporation. 

Earlier, Colonel Turner had agreed that 
the corporation had said at various times 
that the siting together of a new town anda 
major airport was indefensible as a matter 
of planning, but he explained that the cor 
poration felt after the issue of the White 
Paper on London airports that the Gatwick 
extension was a necessity in the nation 
interest. He also specified safeguards which 
the corporation sought to make conditional 


to the ‘airport’s expansion, including bafk F 
walls to reduce the noise of aircraft on the [ 


ground and the prohibition of flying o 
circling over the built-up areas of the new 
town. If these safeguards were accepted, he 
said, the extension of Gatwick could be 0 
value to Crawley. 


The inquiry was adjourned until April |. | 


The Government decision on Gatwick ait 
port is to be announced at the same ” 
as the publication of the report of the publi 


inquiry. This was indicated, on March 2. f 


at the inquiry by Mr. J. W. Ivimy, hed 
of the Ministry of Transport and Civil Av 
tion general policy and planning divisio® 
responsible for London, Northolt and Gi 
wick airports, 
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rivers creep between its fields and fens. 


__, see white or gaily painted sails ... 
two, an immense expanse of sky...’ 


THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE appears 

by permission of the Town Planning Institute, 
' and is abstracted from the February issue of 
the Institute's “* Journal.” 


TH Broads district of Norfolk and East 

Suffolk comprises some 115,840 acres, 
of which 100,326 acres are in Norfolk and 
15,514 acres are in East Suffolk. Within this 
area there are some 90 miles of navigable 
waterway together with some 2,600 acres of 
shallow lakes—the broads. 

Within little more than half a century 
the district has become one of Britain’s great 
holiday centres; a tourists’ playground which 
attracts some 500,000 visitors each year. 

In common with all areas of great beauty 
the Broads district has the problems of com- 
mercialisation and the impact of tourists 
upon a sparsely populated and still largely 
unspoiled district. In addition, there are 
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estminster serious problems which are peculiar to the 
Issociation area; problems which endanger not only the 
perpetuation of its characteristic features but 
_—S also its continued existence as a survival of 
an older, semi-primeval England which has 
INQUIRY otherwise vanished. 
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Delightful as 
Hobhouse Report) that “‘ the most serious threat to the Broads is the encroachment 
of aquatic vegetation on the open water.” 











lie along its courses, their edges emerging into reedbeds or waterlogged alder carrs . . 
a few scattered woods... 
Report of the National Parks Committee, 1947. 
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PROBLEMS OF THE BROADS 
By Kenneth W. Grimes, AMTPI 


“Here is a potential National Park which seems to belong to another world . . . Slow 
Wide, shallow meres—the Broads themselves— 


. you 
a derelict windmill or 
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On the Thyrne. A typical Broadland 
Waterway. 


The three rivers converge on Breydon 
Water, which lies behind Yarmouth and is 
the last survival of the inland sea. Even to- 
day navigation upon it can be extremely 
hazardous in bad weather. 


The major part of Broadland is below sea 
level and occasionally tide and wind unite to 
bring back the ancient conditions and vast 
areas are flooded. This occurred in 1912, 
1938 and again in 1953. 


THE PROBLEM OF SURVIVAL 


The fundamental problem which affects 
the Broads is that of survival. The Hob- 
house Report stated that ‘“‘ The most serious 
threat to the Broads is the encroachment of 





are these lilies on Barton Broad, it remains true (in the words of the 
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aquatic vegetation on the open water... . 
If the overgrowing of the Broads is allowed 
to continue there is a serious danger that a 
great area of water now available for sailing 
and holiday use may disappear within a few 
generations.” 


This anxiety is certainly not exaggerated; 
on the cgntrary, the Report tends to be too 
optimistic in giving the Broads a life of a 
“few generations.” There remains to-day 
less than a third of the sailing water which 
existed even 50 years ago and the contrac- 
tion continues at an amazing speed. Dur- 
ing this period all the broads have declined 
in both depth and area, and many have be- 
come quite unusable. 


The decline of Oulton Broad provides a 
typical example of what is happening. Its 
area has declined from approximately 132 
acres to barely 95 acres within the last half 
century. Moreover, until the first world war 
and for a few years afterwards there was a 
considerable coastwise trade by steamers and 
sailing craft which travelled across the broad 
en route for Beccles. The general depth of 
water was 18 ft. By 1948, however, the aver- 
age depth of water had declined to 4 ft; by 
the autumn of 1953 there remained a depth 
of barely 2} ft. at the entrance to the broad. 


The Oulton Broad Joint Committee is now 
faced with heavy expenditure both in dredg- 
ing this silt and in cutting the extensive reed 
growth which has so encroached upon the 
broad. It should be emphasized that for 
many years the railway company maintained 
a channel for shipping across the broad. 
Private individuals have also carried out 
dredging. The more remote broads, which 
have never been cared for, are likely to dis- 
appear completely. 


The Hobhouse Report rightly emphasized 
the danger from Nature. A further threat 
to the survival of the area in its present form 
is in the activities of the drainage authorities. 


This question of drainage is extremely con- 
tentious. The more efficiently the land is 
drained the more productive it becomes. The 
draining of the once vast fens of Lincoln- 
shire and Cambridgeshire have given the 
nation some of its most fertile land. Simi- 
larly, the action of the drainage authorities in 


“the Broads area, by supplementing Nature’s 


own efforts to complete a hydrosere, can 
transform a semi-primeval wilderness of 
marsh and fen into rich agricultural land. 


But this would inevitably destroy the shal- 
low broads and turn the winding rivers into 
mere drainage channels. There would be a 
great gain agriculturally, but the “ perfect 
nursery for the yachtsman” (to quote the 
Hobhouse Report) would be destroyed. 


The conservation of the Broads as a holi- 
day district for tens of thousands and as a 
sanctuary for wild life is not compatible with 
its reclamation for agricultural use. 


If the Broads district is to remain as a 
great holiday area, then not only must the 
work of the drainage authorities be cur- 
tailed but there must be a considerable ex- 
penditure on dredging and reed cutting. It 
has been authoritatively estimated that a 
million pounds would be needed to restore 
the Broads district to its condition of even 
50 years ago. 

A decision on this matter can only be taken 
at national level. 

In addition to the very serious threats to 
the continued existence of Broadland there 
are extremely difficult problems of conserva- 
tion. 

The gravest concern the preservation and 
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perpetuation of the two most characteristic 
features of the district which are threatened 
with extinction: the sailing wherry and the 
drainage windmill. 


THE DRAINAGE WINDMILL 


Until very recent years the Broads district 
was famous as a Jand of windmills—a “ Little 
Holland.” 


These windmills. with their black towers 
and great white sails. transformed the flat 
marshlands into a landscape of very great 
beauty. Now almost all the mills have been 
superseded by power-driven pumps. The 
windmills have been abandoned to become 
derelict. 


The disappearance of the windmill has 
changed completely the character of much 
of Broadland. Where once the scene was 
diversified in all directions by the sight of 
the mills with their white sails revolving there 
now remains nothing but derelict windmills 
in various stages of decay. 


The Land Drainage Act, 1930, was directly 
responsible for much of this destruction. It 





At West Somerton. In the background 
is a derelict windmill, formerly in use 
for pumping water from the marshlands. 


made generous Government grants available- 


for the installation of power pumps, but 
nothing for maintaining windmills. So 
power pumps were installed throughout 
Broadland and the famous windmills, many 
in full working order, were left to fall down. 


This wanton destruction of one of Eng- 
land’s loveliest landscapes has, paradoxically, 
occurred almost entirely during the last two 
decades—a period during which there has 
been such a great national awakening to the 
beauty of the English scene. 


In Holland a wiser Government adopted 
a policy of modernising windmills, which, 
while making them more efficient, has pre- 
served effectively the character of the Dutch 
waterways. A similar enlightened policy 
could have preserved the essential character 
of the Broads. 


It has been estimated that, in their heyday, 
a thousand windmills were at work in Broad- 
land. To-day not one remains at work in 
Norfolk, where the last working drainage 
mill lost her sails in the great gale of Janu- 
ary 31, 1953. Only two small drainage mills 
remain at work in East Suffolk. 


In spite of this appalling destruction a 
vigorous policy of restoration could still 
restore many of the windmills to service and 
so preserve some of the integral beauty which 
they formerly gave to the district. 


THE BUILDER 


In this brief article I have endeavoured to 
indicate some of the grave problems which 
affect this unique district. 


Of all Britain’s potential National Parks 
none is more vulnerable than the Broads. 
Economic change and __ ill-considered 
modernisation have already destroyed much 
of their charm and distinctive character. 


Only a firm policy of conservation can save 
the Broads from further despoliation and 
ultimate destruction. Only an_ energetic 
policy of restoration can bring back the love- 
liness which so delighted the pioneering 
holiday-makers of half a century ago, who 
laid the foundations upon which the present 
great holiday industry has been built. 


LCC 


New Use for Holland House 


PROPOSALS are likely to be carried 

forward to enable part of Holland 
House, Kensington, and a portion of its 
grounds to be used for the provision of a 
youth hostel. 

The LCC parks and town planning com- 
mittee decided in November last not to pre- 
serve the east wing of Holland House owing 
to the bad condition of the building but to 
restore only the arcades and the ground floor 
of the central portion of the house. 

However, a proposal has now been 
received from the Youth Hostels Associa- 
tion, which is most anxious to increase its 
hostel accommodation in central London. 
The proposal is to base a hostel on a restored 
east wing and to erect a new building on 
a suitable site near by, so as to provide for 
about 150-200 beds with ancillary accom- 
modation. The Association would provide 
all the necessary funds. 

The committee state that the use of the 
east wing for this purpose is to be com- 
mended and they are prepared to agree to 
the proposal as a means of preserving an 
interesting portion of the building. 


Brooke House, Hackney 


BROOKE House, HACKNEY, a building of 
architectural and historical interest, which 
the LCC acquired in 1944, is to be demol- 
ished. The Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government agree with the council’s town 
planning committee that it should be pulled 
down. 

The greater part of the house as it existed 
before the war dated from Elizabethan times, 
though there were traces of earlier build- 
ings and also later additions, especially 
during the Georgian period. The house has 
had many notable owners, including the 
Earls of Northumberland and Oxford, the 
first Lord Hunsdon and the first Lord 
Brooke, and was visited by Queen Eliza- 
beth I. From 1811 up to the last war it 
was used as a private mental hospital and, 
after being bombed during the war, was left 
unoccupied until it was acquired by the LCC. 

The council spent £6,000 on carrying out 
certain temporary repairs, but it soon 
became clear that in view of the condition 
of the building it would either have to be 
completely restored or the house demolished. 
The cost of restoration was estimated in 
November, 1951, to be about £75,000. It 
would now be considerably more. 


Appointment of Valuer 


Mr. J. E. J. TooLe, FRICS, has taken up 
his duties in the new office of valuer to the 
Council, a post which has been created 
following the division of the existing hous- 
ing and valuation department. 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Return of Capital Schemes 


IN CircuLaR No. 22/54 the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government draws atten. 
tion to Circulars 185/45 and 9/47, unde 
which local authorities made returns of 
their future programmes of capital expendj. 
ture covering the years 1946/47 to 1949/59, 

These returns, the circular states, were dis. 
continued after 1947 because the amount of 
building and civil engineering work which 
was waiting to start made it necessary tg 
restrict the capital investment undertaken by 
local authorities, as well as by other agencies, 

The volume of capital investment by local 
authorities must still be controlled, but the 
Government think that it would now be use. 
ful if they had foreknowledge from year to 
year of major schemes which local authori. 
ties would wish to undertake if they wer 
subject to no restraints. Accordingly it has 
been decided to compile, and maintain on, 
permanent basis, particulars of scheme 
which will comprise a “ list of works” being 
works which local authorities would wish to 
start if they could within the following six or 
seven years. 

As a first step the Government desire to 
obtain from local authorities particulars of 
schemes which might be suitable for 
inclusion in the list and the circular asks 
authorities to co-operate by making a retum 
on a special form. 

This return is unlike those made unde 
Circulars 185/45 and 9/47 in that compre 
hensive programmes are not asked for, 
Instead the authorities are asked to give par- 
ticulars of individual schemes estimated to | 
cost over £50,000, which they: 

(i) would expect to start in the ordinary 
course; 
(ii) would hope to start if present restric. 
tions were eased; } 
in the years 1955/56 to 1960/61 (assuming 
that the normal Exchequer grants were avail- 
able), showing in each case the stage reached 


























































in planning and preparation. 

Housing schemes are not to be included in 
the return because separate programming 
arrangements are in force' for this service 
Education is also to be excluded; a separate 
circular is being issued by the Ministry of 
Education. The return should cover all other | 
rate fund services and all trading undertak- | 
ings except harbours and docks. It was to 
be submitted: by March 31. ‘ 


Iron and Steel Duties (Exemptions) Order | 
THE IMPORT DUTIES on certain iron and 
steel products were temporari?y suspended 
until March 18, 1954, by the Import Duties 
(Exemptions) (No. 3) Order, 1953. The | 
Import Duties (Exemptions) (No. 3) Order, | 
1954, which came into force on March 19, | 
1954, continues the temporary suspension of i 
import duties on some of these products for | 
a further period of six months. 
The import duties on the following items i 
which were suspended up to March 18, 1954 | 
are not being suspended by the new 
Order :—Blooms, billets and slabs; bars and 
rods (except for a wire rod of a particuli! 
specification); unfabricated girders, beam’ 
joists and pillars; unfabricated angles, shape 
and sections. 2 


SS 


spam 


Closing of Directorate 


THE MINISTRY OF MATERIALS announce 
that as from April 23 the remaining duties 
of the Directorate of Non-Ferrous Metal 
at Rugby will be taken over by the head: 
quarters of the Ministry of Materials, Hors 
Guards-avenue, London, SWI. 
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THE BUILDER 


“STRUCTURAL HONESTY” 
Mr. Ove Arup’s Lecture at the AA 


(Os Thursday, March 25, there was a 
crowded meeting of students and others 
atthe Architectural Association, 36, Bedford- 
gquare, WC1, to hear Mr. OvE ARUupP speak 
on Structural Honesty. The president of the 
Association, Sir Hugh Casson, was in the 


hair. 

’ Introducing the lecturer to the audience, 
THE PRESIDENT said that Mr. Arup was born 
in Newcastle, received his training in Copen- 


' hagen and returned to this country in 1927. 


Tue LECTURER said that in designing a 
structure an engineer working alone aimed 
only at finding the most economical solution 
to his problem, but if working in collabora- 
tion with an architect the finding of the right 
structural solution was only part of the 
wider problem of finding the right architec- 
tural solution. There were a number of 
ideologies floating about among architects, 
and the title of the lecture, “ structural 
honesty,” indicated a certain attitude towards 
architectural structure. Anybody who talked 
about “structural honesty ” or the “ truthful 
expression of structure’ was obviously of 
opinion that this was something to be admired 
and aimed at, and he (the lecturer) thought 
structural honesty might be a good thing if 
the term was rightly understood, but other- 
wise it might be a lot of nonsense. 

The time-honoured conditions for building 
well were commodity, firmness and delight. 
These three terms were not on the same 
level; commodity and delight were what we 
aimed at, but firmness was merely a con- 
dition that we needed to get the other two. It 
stood for strength and durability, and the 
fact that a building showed no tendency to 
collapse was not a sign of architectural 
merit: it was something that should 
be taken for granted. Nevertheless, the 
economy of the means employed to 
achieve this end should be taken into 
account when judging architecture, and 
it might be said that the best architect was 
the one who produced the most commodity 
and delight from the given amount of money. 
Even if money did not come into considera- 
tion an ingenious scheme for producing 
greater display for less expenditure of time 
and effort would be greeted with considerable 
interest. He was tempted to try and im- 
prove on the old criterion: he would say that 
architecture was the result of a struggle to 
get as much as possible of commodity and 
delight out of a given expenditure of effort or 
money. The skill of an architect and the 
excellence of an architectural solution should 
be measured by a comparison of what was 
obtained with what was expended. 


Structure in Building 

The main function of structure in building 
Was to ensure stability at as low a cost as 
Possible consistent with the preservation or 
creation of commodity and delight. It im- 
pinged on the architect in various ways. First, 
the structural solution affected cost. Next, 
as an obstruction, it affected excess com- 
Modities and delight. As part of artistic con- 
tent, as structure felt as such, as structural 
Pattern felt as aesthetic inspiration and as 
structural techniques as a danger to art—in 
these four directions structure affected 
delight. 

As regards cost, the technique of building 
had undergone many changes but the struc- 
ture was still that part which held the whole 
together, transferred all loads and forces 
down to ground and ensured stability. 


Really the designing of the structure was part 
of the architect’s job, and in transferring it to 
the engineer there was a danger. Practical 
building required the economic facts to be 
considered when the scheme was first con- 
ceived, and if the architect could not make 
a quantitative cost analysis of the various 
planning solutions he was in danger of losing 
touch with the foundation of practical facts 
on which alone his art could flourish. Early 
collaboration between architect and engineer 
was a great help, but it must be early, because 
the most effective step to economy was taken 
in the early planning stages. 

The other points in which structural 
design might contribute to good building 
were all concerned with excess commodities 
and delight, and they all tended to put cost 
up, so that we were faced with the conflict 
between what we would like to have and 
what we could afford. “Structural mem- 
bers naturally occupy space and are apt to 
get in the way. Especially columns are often 
looked on with disgust by the architect, 
where they are most needed structurally. 
Of course they can be taken away, but it 
costs money, sometimes a lot of money. Is 
it really necessary to dispense with them? 
Can the client afford it? Or can we think 
of a different and better arrangement which 
can satisfy both architect and engineer? 
These are the questions which always recur. 
Columns and beams protruding into the 
rooms, unsightly roof trusses, how can they 
be ‘ironed out’? How can we get the 
maximum flexibility which clients and archi- 
tects are always hankering after, but which 
they seldom are prepared to pay for? ” 


Mr. Arup’s answer to this question was: 
“By good design and compromise.” En- 
gineering progress had made an enormous 
difference; architecture was gradually being 
freed from structural fetters. 


Artistic Content 


From consideration of structure as obstruc- 
tion Mr. Arup passed to structure as part 
of artistic content. If structure could 
not be got rid of it must form part of the 
architectural pattern, and if we looked at 
a building purely from the esthetic point 
of view it was unlikely that our require- 
ments would coincide with the most 
economical solution. Columns, beams and 
arches might have to be modified in shape, 
size and general arrangement from what was 
dictated by structural considerations. Joists 
were especially difficult. Gusset plates, 
rivets, haunches, brackets, splayed corners— 
it cost money to make them neat. A good 
solution would be one where the desired 
effect was obtained without too much struc- 
tural contortion and economic sacrifice. 


As to structure felt as structure we had 
to remember that the layman, going by 
appearances, was affected in a different way 
from the expert, who could obtain great 
pleasure from the contemplation of an 
elegant, ingenious or novel structure and who 
could understand the economy of means 
employed. The expert’s pleasure was that 
of a craftsman seeing a job well done. 


The demand for structural honesty did 
not come from either the layman or the 
expert, but from a certain school of archi- 
tects, and there could be a certain amount 
of sense in it; but before considering this 
bit of sense it would be well to ask what 
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was the right architectural shape. The term 
“right” might mean an organic shape, 
economical in the use of materials, or an 
economic structure, i.e., economic in means 
of production. These two might coincide 
but usually did not. Reinforced concrete 
was the modern material which lent itself to 
the creation of organic shapes, especially 
when it was cast in situ. In large-scale struc- 
tures such as bridges, dams, large-span roofs 
and some industria] structures the organic 
shape might be the economic one—because 
of the importance of saving materia] and 
reducing the dead weight of the structure— 
but in ordinary building simplicity of form- 
work tended to predominate over saving in 
concrete from an economic point of 
view; and in prestressed and all factory-pro- 
duced concrete the shapes of members were 
governed more by production technique than 
by the flow of the forces to which those 
members would eventually be subjected. 
There were also cases where structural 
nudism was in conflict with practical con- 
siderations. ‘Take the case of a block of 
flats in ‘ box-frame’ construction. Should 
this frame be shown on the outside? Most 
architects think that this is the structurally 
honest thing to do, and it may or may not 
add to delight, according to how it is done, 
but surely the practical thing to do is to 
let the weather-proofing and heat-insulating 
skin cover the whole of the building, in- 
clusive of the structure. The other course 
may lead to complications or bad practice. 
It may even lead to external additions to 
indicate the structure within—to express it, 
as the saying goes—but what happens to 
‘honesty’ then? ” 

If “structural honesty” meant practical 
and economic building it did not of necessity 
imply the expression of structure or the 
use of organic forms, but if it did mean 
such display and use of organic forms it 
might have little to do with structural or 
economic necessity: it might be, in fact, a 
perfectly legitimate means of creating archi- 
tectural delight. That would explain and 
justify the use of organic structural shapes 
which could not be justified in their par- 
ticular context or on their particular scale. 
But in such a case the so-called “ honesty ” 
turned out to be dishonesty, not on the part 
of the structure, but on the part of the archi- 
tect who deceived himself and others by 
giving the wrong reasons for what he was 
doing. Honesty consisted in knowing what 
you were doing and being open about it. 
It was perfectly honest to use the structure 
to create architectural strength or. interest, 
or to use interesting structural shapes to 
achieve poise, crispness, etc., and it was 
equally honest to keep structure out of the 
way altogether provided you did not pretend 
to do for structural reasons what you really 
did for economic or aesthetic reasons. 


There might be a case for structura} 
honesty, not necessarily coinciding with the 
truthful expression of structure: “* Honesty 
on the part of the designer who imparts this 
quality to his work, figuratively speaking— 
honesty would mean an honest endeavour 
to come down to fundamentals, to be direct, 
forthright, simple in conception, straight- 
forward, to eschew anything fussy, compli- 
cated and tortuous—and having arrived at 
the solution which has the quality of being 
obvious, then to carry it to the architectural 
statement to produce a harmonic whole 
which needs no concealment to improve it.” 

Of structural patterns as aesthetic inspira- 
tion Mr. Arup said these did not of them- 
selves create a new architecture. Modern 
buildings looked different from those built 
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50 years ago, and this difference was due 
to the use of techniques which were not 
available in those days; but these techniques 
did not become architecure before being 
assimilated by architects and subjected to 
architectural control. Architecture resulted 
from building techniques plus artistic or 
aesthetic direction, and the latter was the 
important factor when we considered archi- 
tecture as an art. Building materials and 
methods were the raw materials of the archi- 
tect and had an influence on the final result; 
but the creative intention was the main thing. 
Aesthetic Sensibility 

What had happened was not so much that 
we had been forced by new techniques to 
change our architecture as that we had 
changed our minds about the kind of archi- 
tecture we wished to produce. The aesthetic 
sensibility of our time had changed. But it 
could be admitted that new technical 
developments had helped to create the new 
aesthetic sensibility. The worlds opened up 
by micro-photography, aerial photography 
and other technical and scientific develop- 
ments had enlarged the reservoir of images 
from which artists drew their inspirations, 
and architects had come to see new beauty 
in forms and patterns derived from the 
natural exploitation of new materials. 


Coming to structural techniques as a 
danger to art, Mr. Arup said that advance 
in technique was governed by economic 
forces. We were driven towards standard- 
isation and mass production, and prompted 
to build on a scale out of proportion to 
the human scale. Therein lay a danger to 
architecture because this could only thrive 
where there was freedom of choice and 
where human values were put first. We 
could not stop the economic and technical 
development, but we should insist on regard 
being had to aesthetic and human standards 
as well as to the standard of efficiency. 


Summing up, Mr. Arup said we had found 
that in judging the excellence or efficiency 
of an architectural] structure we need only 
ask ourselves two questions. The first of 
these was whether it was an economical way 
of providing the necessary stability, and the 
other was whether the shape, detailing and 
disposition of the architectural members fit- 
ted in well with the architectural plan and 
helped the architect to create delight. These 
two objects were often in conflict, and how 
much weight should be given to each of 
them depended mainly on the type of build- 
ing we were dealing with; but if we wished 
to provide delight without involving the 
client in too much extra cost much could be 
done by an integration of architectural and 
structural ideas. There should be close col- 
laboration between architect and engineer. 
Much could also be done by an integration 
of the structural idea with the method of 
construction. This could be achieved by 
pooling the knowledge of structural design 
with the knowledge of the economics of con- 
tracting and manufacturing processes. Early 
collaboration in the design stage with a 
nominated contractor was advisable. 


The Late Mr. J. Stewart 


Mr. JOHN STEWART, FRIBA, of the 
Glasgow firm of Stewart and Paterson, 
has died at his home in Bridge of Allan, 
He was 84. 

As a young man he won the Owen 
Jones Prize and travelling scholarship and 
went to Italy, where he made a special 
study of church architecture. He designed 
many fine churches in Scotland. He also 
designed the Bridge of Earn Hospital. 
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OBITUARY 


John Charles Robinson 


MR. JOHN CHARLES ROBINSON, 
a 

whose death occurred recently, was for 
24 years Chief Architectural Assistant to 
Blackpool Corporation (from 1920 to 1944, 
a period in which took place the greatest 
development in the town). 

He began his career in an accountant’s 
office, but studied art and architecture in 
his spare time. He entered the office of 
the late Charles E. Ponting, FSA, Diocesan 
Surveyor for Wilts and Dorset, and Sur- 
veyor to Marlborough College. He remained 
in Marlborough for about 11 years, 
gaining extensive experience in domestic, 
municipal and ecclesiastical architecture. 

For three years before the outbreak of 
the 1914-1918 war he was engaged as manag- 
ing assistant to Sir Banister Fletcher. Fol- 
lowing demobilisation, he served in HM 
Office of Works and was appointed Chief 
Architectural Assistant to Blackpool. 

Mr. Robinson designed many of the 
features of the promenade at Blackpool, 
including the open-air swimming bath, 
lift tower on the cliffs, colonnades and 
shelters; also the Derby Baths, Technical 
College, Municipal Offices, Market, Bus 
Station, Collegiate School for Girls, Crema- 
torium Chapel and many other schools, 
clinics, baths, shops and houses. 

He was elected an Associate of the RIBA 
in 1912 and a Fellow in 1920, although he 
later resigned his Fellowship for personal 
reasons. 

Harold W. Moore, FRIBA 

WE REGRET to record the death, on March 
21, of Mr. Harold W. Moore, FRIBA. 
During and since the war, Mr. Moore was 
architect to the Penge UDC and carried out 
many blocks of flats in that borough, includ- 
ing much private development. He had just 
completed the design of a new factory at 
the new town of Crawley and occupied by 
Messrs. W. Edwards (London), Ltd., details 
of which were published in The Builder of 
January 15. 


D. N. Martin-Kaye, FRIBA 

THE DEATH has taken place, on March 26, 
of Mr. Douglas Niel Martin-Kaye, FRIBA, 
AADip. Mr. Martin-Kaye, who received his 
architectural education at the Architectural 
Association School, became ARIBA in 1919 
and FRIBA in 1929, 

In between spells of private practice he 
was head of the School of Architecture, the 
Southend School of Arts and Crafts. 


* R. G. Brocklehurst, FRIBA, FRICS 


AS BRIEFLY reported last week, Mr. 
Richard G. Brocklehurst, FRIBA, FRICS, 
died suddenly on March 15 at the age of 69. 

As an architect, he took a leading part 
in the town’s development and designed 
many public buildings, including High 
Wycombe Municipal Offices and Public 
Library. His design of the Municipal 
Offices won for him the medal of the RIBA 
for the best design of a civic building in 
Britain in 1931. He took a leading part 
in the development of the west side of 
Crendon-street, and in Buckinghamshire 
generally and other parts of the southern 
counties. He was partner in the firm of 
Brocklehurst and Cooper, architects, of High 
Wycombe, and a member of the RIBA 
Council. An enthusiastic member of the 
Berks, Bucks and Oxford Architectural 
Association, he was honorary secretary from 
1939 until 1941 and president from 1945 
until 1947. 
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BIRMINGHAM’S HOUSING PLAN 
“No More Skyscraper Flats ” 


HOUSING plans in Birmingham in futy, 

are not likely to include the €TeCtiog 
of any more “ skyscraper” flats, similar to 
those at Duddeston, because of their Cost : 


ALD. A. F. BRADBEER, chairman of th 
City’s house building committee, eXpresses 
this view when commenting on criticisms jp 
which the cost of multi-storey flats wa 
described as being “such as to frighten the 
most stout-hearted taxpayer and ratepayer.” 

The cost of such flats in the central areas 
he agreed, was twice as much as that of 
three-bedroomed non-parlour-type houses 
Nevertheless, with the figure agreed unde: 
the development plan, it was necessary tha: 
in some places in Birmingham there shoulj 
be a fairly heavy density of population, 

Ald. Bradbeer gave it as his personal 
opinion that it was. extremely doubtfyi 
whether it would pay the city to put up any 
more blocks of 12-storey flats. The highe 
building went the more expensive was th: 
method of construction, he said. 

The house building committee was aiming 
at designing layouts to provide in the scheme 
of redevelopment for multi-storey flats not 
exceeding six storeys in height, together with 
maisonnettes, three-storey flats and _ th: 
normal one- and two-bedroomed houses, 

The committee, he said, was trying to 
provide a range of dwellings of all varieties 
but was not likely to consider any mor 
blocks of 12-storey flats, because their pur 
pose, the saving of land itself, was not neces- 
sarily achieved. The more people squeezed 
into higher buildings the greater had to te 
the area of open land available for children 
and open spaces. 


There was no doubt, concluded Ald F 
Bradbeer, that if before the war Birming- 
ham had foreseen that its population and 
industries would continue to expand in the 
way they had done the best course would 
have been to develop a satellite area for 
which the city would have taken full responsi: 
bility for providing homes, social amenities 
and sites for industrial development. As and | 
when such a satellite area became sufficiently 
large, it could have been detached from 
Birmingham’s administration and made : 
separate unit of local government. “It is 
still my opinion that it is not too late for 
such an approach to Birmingham’s housing. | 
industry and population problems to k& Hl 
seriously considered.” he added. 


LMBA ) 
Address by RIBA President 


ME. HOWARD ROBERTSON, MC 

ARA, SADG, president of the RIBA | 
is to give the third of the LMBA lecture 
in the Henry Jarvis Hall of the RIBA 
April 23. His subject will be “The Archi § 
tect and the Builder.” Earlier lectures wer 
given by Sir Hugh Casson and Sir Thom 
Bennett. 












































































































Builders at Bowls 


THE LMBA is starting a bowling club, am 
it already has a match on its hands. 

At a meeting of members at Bedfori [ 
square it was found that quite a lot of them 
were interested in bowls, some, in fact, pla! 
ers of both club and county eminence, 8’ 
when the Blue Circle Sports Associati0 
issued a challenge, it was promptly acceptt? 
The match is to take place on June 18* 
the Blue Circle Sports Ground. 
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BUILDING ACCIDENT 


Alleged Failure of Prestressed Beam 


How a man lost his life when a 15-ton 
prestressed concrete beam, 76 ft. long, 
inexplicably snapped in the middle was told 
at the inquest, on March 16, on Jack Watson 
Littlewood (31), of St. Peter’s - street, 
Lowestoft, who was working at the time on 
the construction of Brooke Marine, Ltd.’s 
sew shipyard. 

No direct evidence as to why the beam 
proke was forthcoming, and the jury 
returned a verdict of “accidental death.” 

Douglas Holt Duckworth, who is in 
charge of the civil engineering work on the 
site, explained that work was in progress on 
the erection of structural units for a pre- 
fabrication shop. The columns had been 
erected and the gable main roof beam bolted 
in position. 

Work was then proceeding on the next 
beam, which was 76 ft. 3 in. long and of 
prestressed concrete, with reinforcements of 
steel and mild steel wire. 

The Coroner (Mr. David Vulliamy): 
Apart from what happens at the factory, 
is any inspection of the beams carried out 
on the site? —The beam is inspected by 
myself and an engineer before it goes up 
into position. 

And this particular beam was inspected 
by you and the engineer?—Yes, superficially, 
in that I only looked at the outside. 

As a result, was it passed as being fit for 
erection?—It was. 

Mr. Duckworth said this examination was 
made on Wednesday, March 10, and on 
the following morning he saw the beam lifted 
and bolted in position at one end. It would 
then be Littlewood’s job to bolt the other 
end, 


“Completely Disintegrated ” 

Later, he was told that there had been 
an accident and saw Littlewood lying on the 
ground amongst the broken remains of the 
beam. 

The Coroner: What was the state of the 
beam?—It had completely disintegrated 
under the impact of hitting the ground. 

Answering further questions, witness said 
the beam, which weighed 154 tons, was one 
of the beams that would have eventually 
carried the roof of the building. 

Charles Cliffe, an erector, of John-street, 
Lowestoft, told the jury that after the beam 
had been lifted into position he bolted it 
on to one of the uprights while Littlewood 
attended to the other end. Witness then 
crawled along the beam to release the slings, 
but found one pin tight, and went back along 
the beam to get a hammer. Littlewood was 
then releasing his slings. 

“As I was dismounting the ladder,” added 
Cliffe, “I heard the beam give a sharp crack 
and saw it crumbling in the centre. Little- 
‘wood fell with the beam and I slid down the 
ladder as fast as I could.” 


In reply to Mr. D. Short, Engineering 
inspector of Factories, witness said the beam 
sagged in the middle as it fell. 

One of the riggers, Charles Ling, of 
Spashett-road, Lowestoft, said that Little- 
‘wood signalled to the crane driver to tighten 
the slings, as he had difficulty in freeing one 
of the plates. 


“The jib was lifted,” said witness, “ and 
again he tried to free the plate. Then the 
centre of the beam cracked. The crack shot 
along towards Littlewood and the beam 
folded up into a ‘V’ shape, and down the 
Whole lot came.” 
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The crane driver, John Hampton, of 
Gorleston, explained that the weight of the 
beam while lifting was on two iron bolts 
through two holes in the beam, and these 
took most of the strain while the men had 
a tea break before the beam was bolted to 
the upright. 

Frederick J. Browne, a civil engineer in 
the employ of Dowmac Products, Ltd., said 
he examined the beam on the day before the 
accident for signs of cracking or honey- 
combing and general soundness, and found 
nothing wrong, so he told Mr. Duckworth 
that, as far as he could see, the beam could 
be safely erected. 

Witness said a similar examination would 
have been made at the factory, where tests 
were carried out from time to time. 

Asked by the Coroner if he had since 
found anything to help him to form an 
opinion as to the cause of the beam falling, 
witness said an examination showed that the 
concrete was of excellent quality and he 
could find no broken wires. 

“There was no clear-cut evidence of why 
the beam fell,” he continued, “but in the 
lifting hole at the north end a part had been 
nicked out, suggesting that the beam might 
= received an off-centre strain from one 
side. 

“If the beam was subjected to torsion it 
would fail, and if there was a side lift during 
the unshackling of the slings, there would 
be a torsional strain.” 

Cross-examined by Mr. Miller, witness 
said it was quite safe to lift the beam by 
the lifting holes, although the prestressing 
was principally in the lower half of the 
beam. The concrete was quite strong 
enough to carry the weight of the beam. The 
crack in the beam extended from the middle 
to the lifting holes. 


East Anglian Daily Times. 


NOTTS BUILDERS 
Mining Subsidence Danger 


[AMAGE to property caused by mining 

subsidence in the city was referred to 
at the annual general meeting of the Notting- 
ham and District Association of Building 
Trades Employers on March 24. 

The matter was raised by Mr. ARTHUR 
GOoDcHILD, the retiring president. He said 
that the powers conferred upon the National 
Coal Board in respect of extraction of coal 
appeared to be unlimited. It seemed that 
they could, without notice and entirely at 
their discretion, work the coal under any 
particular’ area of the town or suburb of 
the town which they chose without giving 
any intimation or notice of their intention 
to do so. Very often the first intimation 
an unfortunate householder received that 
mine workings were being carried out under 
his property was the appearance of a series 
of cracks in the walls and plaster-work of 
his home. 

“So far as we builders are concerned,” 
he continued, “the tragedy is that in plan- 
ning our houses and estates with the greatest 
possible economy, the working of coal is 
something that we cannot allow for.” 

Prevention against subsidence added to the 
cost of building. It cost anything from £50 
to £100 a house to construct a reinforced 
concrete raft and, in addition, to reinforce 
the whole of the walls inside and out with 
steel. 

The annual dinner and dance of the Asso- 
ciation was held in the Astoria ballroom 
the same evening and was attended by over 
600 members and friends. 
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JOINT CONSULTATION 
IN THE INDUSTRY 


Eastern Counties Board’s Report 


PPPHE annual report of the Eastern Counties 

Joint Consultative Board of Architects, 
Quantity Surveyors and Builders for the year 
ended March 31 has now been issued. 
Among matters dealt with and recommenda- 
tions made are the following :— 


Building Studentship Scheme.—The Board 
was favourably impressed by the Building 
Studentship Scheme of the Eastern Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers, and 
special consideration was given to proposed 
exchange visits:between building and archi- 
tectural students. The architect members of 
the Board pledged their support and indi- 
vidual offers to take building students were 
made. It has been agreed to ask the honorary 
secretaries of local chapters to pass on to 
the Eastern Federation a note of those mem- 
bers willing to co-operate in the training 
of building students on the lines envisaged 
in the scheme. It was considered by the 
architect members of the Board that by 
reason of the existing prescribed courses of 
study for architectural students there would 
be little scope for architectural students 
serving for some time with builders. 


Architects’ Services—The Board con- 
sidered a suggestion made by one of the 
chapters of architects that builders might 
assist in maintaining good design by insisting 
upon an architect’s drawings for work with 
which they were entrusted. The Eastern 
Federation Council, after considering this 
matter, had, while appreciating the points 
to which the architects referred, expressed 
the view that the solution was not to force 
people to employ architects, but to persuade 
them that architects’ services were desirable. 
An undertaking was given that the attention 
of members of the Eastern Federation would 
be drawn to the desirability of combining 
good building work with good design. 


Building Research—After considering pro- 
posals put to the Board by the honorary 
secretary it was decided to refer to the 
local chapters of architects and the local 
employers’ associations the suggestion that 
joint action at local level on research matters 
would quicken interest in new methods and 
provide guidance and help to architects and 
builders alike. It is hoped as a result that 
a research forum may be established in 
several localities where builders and archi- 
tects could review their recent experiences 
on new methods and materials and thus 
provide on a collective basis that collabora- 
tion between designer and constructor in 
the initial stages which is so essential to 
successful building. Although the idea is 
largely experimental it is hoped that in due 
course some progress can be reported. 


RIBA Standard Form of Contract—Clause 
25a.—In considering the operation of this 
clause it was generally felt that the prospect 
of eliminating or restricting fluctuations 
provisions was as unfavourable to-day as 
it had been at any time since the war. 
Attention was drawn to the fact that even 
if fixed price tenders were sought on smaller 
contracts, the problematic delivery date of 
several commodities made this an extremely 
hazardous business. 

Copies of the report prepared by the 
honorary secretary to the Board may be 
obtained on request from 95, Tenison-road, 
Cambridge. 








NEWS IN BRIEF 
Building Savers 


Mr. C. C. Sherlock, Hon. Secretary of the 
National Savings Group at Wort and Way, 
builders, of Salisbury, since its formation in 
February, 1927, has during that time collected 
£34,000, all of which has been invested in 
savings certificates. 


Building Surveyors’ Meeting 

A meeting of members of the Building 
Surveyors’ Institute is to be held tomorrow 
(Saturday, April 3) at 11 a.m., at the Royal 
Sanitary Institute, 90, Buckingham Palace- 
road, London, SW1, when development and 
future plans will be outlined. Non-mem- 
bers of the Institute who are interested in 
its objects will be welcomed. 


Brighton Rents Up 


Without any debate, the Brighton Town 
Council decided, on March 25, on the 
recommendation of the Housing Committee, 
to increase the rents of all council houses 
by 1s. per week. For a long time the com- 
mittee have been considering other means 
of recovering greater costs, including that 
of increasing the rents of tenants with higher 
incomes to an economic level. No suggested 
scheme for this was announced. 


Profit-sharing Scheme 


On March 29, 12,142 of Vauxhall Motors’ 
13,850 employees received an average of just 
over £25 each as their share of the company’s 
profits for 1953. The total amount they 
received is £305,451, which was more than 
24 times the figure for the previous year. 
Income tax must be paid on the sums dis- 
tributed. Vauxhall’s profit-sharing scheme 
was started in 1936. This latest payment 
brings the total amount distributed to 
£1,607,000. 


Alleged Housing Faults 


A report has been made to Newcastle City 
Council by Mr. George Kenyon, ARIBA, 
City Architect, about alleged faults in new 
houses being built for the Corporation. The 
report says that the faults fall under four 
main headings: smoky chimneys, defective 
house paths, damp walls and the movement 
of retaining walls outside steel houses on the 
Blackett-Ord Estate. Concern was also ex- 
pressed by Councillor T. D. Smith at a 
recent meeting, at allegations made by the 
chairman of the Housing Management Com- 
mittee of “low standards in new houses.” 


Technology Award 


A progress report upon the first year of the 
working of the scheme for the City and 
Guilds of London Institute Insignia Award in 
Technology has recently been circulated. 
and the award has now been conferred 
upon the following successful candidates: 
Mr. A. A. Daultrey, Mr. E. Ryalls, and Mr. 
T. Hurst. The Council has also conferred 
the Insignia Award upon Dr. H. W. Clarke, 
(Metallurgy); Mr. John Batty, ARIBA, 
(Architecture); Mr. E. H. Jolley, MIEE, 
(Telecommunications); Mr. S. H. Russell, 
(Foundry Engineering); and Mr. T. R. 
Barrow, ATI, (Hosiery). The Executive 
Committee of the Institute has authorised 
the amendment of Regulation 3(c) so that 
for an interim period candidates need not be 
refused registration because they hold no 
full technological certificate or other City 
and Guilds Certificate qualification, provided 
they are in possession of others deemed to be 
acceptable by the Committee. 
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Frost Damage Prevention 


Cambridge University and Town Water- 
works Co. have invited builders, architects, 
plumbers and other interested authorities to 
attend a meeting in the near future to discuss 
the possibility of ensuring that in all new 
buildings water pipes and fittings shall be 
so located and protected as to prevent 
damage by frost. 


Best Apprentice 


Mr. Thomas Barratt, aged 19, of The Old 
Workhouse, Tanworth-in-Arden, and Mr. 
Leslie Manning, aged 22, of 24, Barleymow- 
lane, Catshill, near Bromsgrove, have been 
selected as being “ Building apprentices of the 
year” for Redditch and Bromsgrove re- 
spectively, by the Bromsgrove and District 
Master Builders Employers’ Federation. 


Craft Competitions 


The following students gained first places 
in the apprentices’ craft competitions which 
took place at the South-East Essex Technicai 
College and School of Art on March 13. 
There were two age groups in each competi- 
tion (under 18 and under 21 years of age): 
Brickwork, E. A. March and R. D. Snares. 
Carpentry and joinery, A. J. Wood and 
H. W. V. Baker. Plumbing, G. Last and 
C. H. Jones. Woodcutting, R. T. J. Kitchen 
and T. V. Edgett. Painting and decorating, 
D. J. Whiteman and Stanley De’ath. 


Shoddy Work Alleged 


Members of Mildenhall RDC, at a 
meeting on March 23, spoke of the poor- 
quality material and workmanship on certain 
council houses at Brandon erected three 
years ago. Mr. J. A. Dow said the mortar 
was coming out of the brickwork of the 
chimneys and the construction of the doors 
was poor. There was a lot of shoddy work 
elsewhere. Mr. R. Morley told the council 
that paint was coming off doors which had 
not been subjected to rain or sun. The 
meeting agreed that no action would be taken 
at present. 

Capital Grants 

The Northern Ireland Capital Grants to 
Industry Bill proposes to give financial 
assistance towards capital investment by in- 
dustry in Northern Ireland with a view to 
promoting industrial development and re- 
equipment. The Bill empowers the Ministry 
of Commerce to pay industrial plant and 
machinery grants and industrial buildings 
grants in respect of approved capital expendi- 
ture incurred by certain undertakings in the 
relevant years. The grants are to be one 
quarter of the approved capital expenditure 
incurred by the undertakings, and the rele- 
vant years are to comprise three succes- 
sive years commencing on any date during 
the year 1954. 


Flint Quarry 

Norfolk County Planning Committee has 
granted applications by General Refractories, 
Ltd., of Sheffield, to quarry flints at the 
rate of 15,000 tons a year from Wiveton 
Downs, Summer House Hill and Oulton Hill, 
in the neighbourhood of the Glaven Valley, 
one of the most beautiful parts of North 
Norfolk. The committee imposed stringent 
conditions as to the times and methods of 
quarrying, the reinstatement of the ground 
and the planting of trees. The flints to be 
quarried contain a peculiarly high propor- 
tion of pure silica obtainable nowhere else 
in England, and are required for the manu- 
facture of linings for very high temperature 
furnaces. 
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ABT and Housing Repairs Bill 


The Association of Building Technicia; 
have issued a statement condemning the pro. 
posals contained in the Housing Repairs ang 
Rents Bill, now before Parliament, which, 
they say, “will not ensure that essentig] 
repairs are effected and at best may encoyr. 
age the mere patching-up of slums and 
dilapidated buildings to the detriment of 
housing and town planning schemes,” 


Wide Bandsaw Doctoring 


A presentation of college diplomas to 
students who had completed the first ful. 
time 20 weeks’ course on the technology and 
practice of wide bandsaw doctoring, at the 
City of Liverpool College of Building, was 
held on March 11. Representatives of the 
sawmilling and saw manufacturing industry, 
and the Liverpool local education authority, 
were present. 


Lead Development 


Under the sponsorship of the leading 
Commonwealth producers of lead, the Lead 
Development Association has been formed 
as a non-profit earning body. With the 
formation of the Lead Development Associa- 
tion the name Lead Industries Development 
Council will cease. Offices remain at Eagle 
House, Jermyn-street, SW1 (Telephone: 
Whitehall 4175). 


Furniture Design Competition 


Results in the latex foam furniture design 
competition have been announced by the 
British Rubber Development Board. The 
aim of the competition was to _ interest 
student designers in working out practical 
ideas for incorporating latex foam in various 
kinds of seating. The winners were: Ist, A. 
Duckworth (Royal College of Art); 2nd, D. 
Davenport (High Wycombe College of 
Further Education); 3rd, A. Tilbury (King- 
ston School of Art); 4th, S. Dysthe (Royal 
College of Art). Supplementary award: C. 
Stratton (High Wycombe College of Further 
Education). 


Salesmanship 


A convention of salesmen was told in 
London on March 19 that “the present 
average standard of professional] skill among 
salesmen is pitifully low.” The speaker was 
Mr. H. Crawford Poole, sales manager of 
Celotex, Ltd., and the convention was held 
at Stonebridge Park, NW10, as part of 2 
two-day refresher course for the company’s 
distributors. Mr. Poole told the salesmen: 
“It is no longer sufficient to be a good 
fellow to sell. You must know your job, 
know your products and know how to 
present the facts. Selling is now a precise 
science.” 


Spray Painting 


The ninth short course in spray painting 
will be held at the LCC Brixton School 
of Building, Ferndale-road, SW4, from 
April 26 until July 13 next. These courses 
are in two grades, elementary and inter 
mediate, each of 12 weeks’ duration requll- 
ing an attendance of 2 evenings each week. 
They are intended for craftsmen with ade 
quate industrial experience who wish to 
broaden their knowledge and skill, and 
intending students should apply to the Secre- 
tary at the School for an enrolment card, 
which should be completed and returned as 
soon as possible. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse wiil necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 


merchants, 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 

Pit Sand : 

Washed Sand . 

din. Shingle. 

din. Broken Brick 

Pan Breeze : 

Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate ; 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site 

Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site ad aad vy 
1 to 6 ton do. site . ne Per 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 435s. 9d. - ton. 

White Portland Cement 
Under | ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), "32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(I-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

Stourbridge —* 6-ton te at Railway Depot, 
London 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks oe 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks... 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2jin. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District Commons ... « : 


Cellular do. 
Keyed do. 
Rustics 


Cellular Rustics .... 
Single Bullnose do. 
Sandfaced ... 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) 
Do. Bul se (London Stations) 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites)... esa es 
2tin. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks hegomaes 
Stations) 
in, do. (L ondon Stations) .. 
2} in. Machine- made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London Sites) 
— -made Multi Red Facings (London 
~~ made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
2j in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
iit — Sites) 
in, Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) , 3 ; 


per 


per 


yd. 


ton 


per cwt. 


per ton 
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Un Unt 
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£:exd 
2} in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) .. per1,000 13 18 0 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), . White, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers... ae - 64 0 0 
Headers ; ae ae ae 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 44 in. Flats ce a io 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... = ae es 3 85 0 0 
Double Headers... az ia = pe es 77 10 0 
One side and twoends ... ae a ae oP 87 0 0 
Two sides and oneend ... Oe fe as a 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints pe ae aad a 83 0 0 
Second quality — 10% Bests. Cream and Buff 
£3 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze, 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLtow CLay PARTITION BLOcks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
2 in. AP aes .- 140 yds. wai ... per yd. sup. 4 3 
Pie)... we wee -:140 yds. sas aa om 4 6 
Jim... = ... 120 yds. aa aaa aa 276 
4 in. (6 cavity) .. 95 yds. nee ne eB 6 7 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
Pie se oe ... 100 yds. ae es ss 3 7 
Pi, << ce ew OS eae io 4:2 
a ae <« sas aa aaa bes Re 
en iat ws SR YOGS. eu Sai 2 6 *2 
CRANHAM 
J) ee das Pee es <i ae is - 6 5 
7) wai Boe is baa ae a i 
- eas ae a ae ae aed ‘aa 8 3 
waa ae ae re a 10 2 
rf - Load bearing quality Pe aaa waa sad ‘ ll 2 


FiLoor BLOocKs 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. by 12 in. delivered in full 


lorry-loads ... us Be! mee ae .. per1,000 31 10 0 
4 in. Ge cc tee zs aa aaa “e oft 34 13 O 
5 in. de. nee pee ‘aa sad aa ba at @ 
6 in. do... an aa aie a aa s 46 16 0 
7 in. da. ... daa wea P “aa aaa ne 54 1 0 
8 in. do. x. sii a eee ade ea os 61 15 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 

Best Quality +673% +973% +1074% 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% +673% +10% +974% +10% +1073% 
Tested Quality +374%,+674% +37b 0+ 974% +37$% +1074° 
BSS. Tested do.  +474%+674% +473%+974% Faraone 
3 in. Land Drain viiaetae - 12 in. ioral ... per 1,000 10 8 % 
4 in. do. ag aad ee 13 14 6 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 

Monks Park.. sf rer oe . per ft. cube 6 10 

St. Aldheim Box Ground © ad 7 10 


Delivered in railway trucks at ‘South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _,, 7 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area Ae aoa Be 7 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region eee eee eee eos - 7 7k 
Hopton-Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
Zin. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
rahdom sizes up to S5ft. and not over 15 ft. 


super in area os per ft. sup. 62 
I} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 
described ee po 8 6 


Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. X 3in. Rubbed, ae throated and 


stooled cills a , Sad ar ... perft.cube 3 1 9 
12 in. x 6in: do. “do. tes = a4 3 
12 in. X 3in. Plain coping, twice throated... ee 114 0 
12 in. X 3in. Weathered and twice throated ees a 2a ¢ 
14in. x 6in. do. do. 4 s 2 5&7 
4h in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face ... od 116 9 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... per ft. sup. 6 6 
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STONE—continued £ ea £ 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 6in. X 3 in. ° eee . eee : perton | 10 ‘ 
thick, er he "hi for rendered brickwork perft.cube 1 2 6 9in. X Tin. pee Bea ane zr 5 H 
: Do. 4 air one - ona fair oe cs X 4h in., 12 in. X Sin. ~\4 ee 15 : 
rickwor 5 169 in. X 44in., 6in. X 44 in. Tin. X 34in 
Hard York— 7in. x 4in., Sin. x 4in, Qin. x 4in.,” 
12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 7 10 10 in. x Sin., 10 in. x 8in., 12 in. x 8in., 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 13 in. x Sin., 14 in. X 5} in. 14 in. x 6in. 10 
and front -» perft.cube 2 2 0 14 in. x 8in., 1Sin.x 5in,  15in.x6in. [” , 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . 16 9 16in. X 6in., 16 in. Xx 8in., 18 in. x 6in., 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 7 6 18 in. x 7 in., 18 in. x 8in., 20 in. x 64 in., 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, inrandom sizes _peryd.sup. 2 11 9 20in. x 7} in eee a ae 
TILES and PANTILES oe — average price Ses oe ‘ see as 38 15 0 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1 ,000 ees average price Ba ace eat on 39 15 0 
Machine-made Pantiles and French oer Tiles from ee ya work delivered London— ‘ 
Lincolnshire district ; Bee 28 18 6 Cc on and fitted med ie se eee 32 2% 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district : 41 18 6 pao. 0m ginders st ne pee ae he 57 7 6 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 56 17 6 tiie = = ew ee 
Hand-made 103 x 64 tiles Berkshire district 12 17 0 I ORoot W oe a ap Pie eee 65 7 6 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district .. 3. 35 0 n Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins eee ae a Th a6 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. i 8 36 Average prices not for awkward work. 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. - -_ x? vgs me an pwards BSS785 ex Lone 
Concrete tiles 1 a ‘ oc in. diam., an — s 39 5 0 
si gua inieneiee (49s) R . : din. diam. = eee ‘.pertonextra 3 12 6 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ ‘responsibility. +>. - ied Las Sis ne oe leh <3 : ; 
SLATES SS a ae ° 170 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage MIL - - i 
y D STEEL TUBES 
— loads to London Rate Station. Per Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
24 x 12 100 16 9 —— agg 7 W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
eee assA — 
s : “4 = : : ClassB + 53°2 Light 2015 Malleable List — 393% +35% 
2 Class C + 2140 Heavy + 28 x 
30 x 10 8 10 9 | Black— 
0 9 Class A — 23° 
ali -. s ClassB — 13% Light + 9% Malleable List — 393% 
16 x 10 4218 3 Class C — 3° Heavy + 164% 
16x 8 4313 3 C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. week” Stop 
TIMBER utters Nozzles Ends 
3 in. 3/1 2/9 /10 
Softwood— : 
Joinery quality : Ex. Wharf per standard £105 to £125 ag ae a ie 
Carcassing quality do. = £90 to £100 44 in 4/9 3/8 ifs 
” 1 > Eongere and Grooved Flooring do. a #106 0 Sant 5/4 4/1 1/7 
Sete ae ae 
saint S.E. do. per ft.cube 1 5 0 . C. L 0. G. GUTTERS 
Honduras do. do. = 2415) <0 3 in. . 4/- 3/7 /it 
Pig European do. do. ee 117 6 34 in. 4/54 3/7 1/2 
do. Japanese do. do. s 22 0 4 in. i 3/8 1/6 
do. English Logs sawn do. a 1 5:0 44 in. 5/4 4/4 1/8 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. Ss 3 0 10 5 in. ass se .. 5/93 4/11 1/11 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. - L 10 C.I. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) Per yd. in 6-ft. angie Pipe Bends _ Branches 
Delivered London area. 2 in. . 6/4 3/4 4/9 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. deal 24 in. 6/7 3/8 6/7 
2ft.Oin. x 6ft.6in. 1. each 112 0 | 3in. 7/5 4/8 7/1 
te ey eee . 113 0 | 32in. 8/44 5/7 8/5 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. | eee ee 4 114 0 | 4in. 9/84 6/9 9/11 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. eee ~~ ise 116 6 LC. Cc Ss 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 2 in oe > Son, Pires 5/9 1/- 
RE ORS ess - 29 0 2b ir ae : 
2ft Sin. x 6ft.6in. _... = oe 241° 6 agg a = aot a c 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 32 ir “i “ a Pr 
4 in. 9/11 8/8 12/1 
2 t.6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ies i eas = 2. A, %9 4 in. es, MLE 9/9 14/3 
2ft.9in. x 6ft.6in. ... oe eee ” 2 3 6 Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
SUNDRIES only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 73% and 
Delivered London area tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2 ton lots 24 per cent. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. O in. x 2 ft. O in. in L.C.C. CoATED DRAIN PIPES 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds to 1 ton) ... see per yd. aiet:: n 9-fts. 
1} in do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) vs ” 7 4 ; cwt. qr. lb. peryd. Bends Branches 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) eee » 8 114 4 in. sa a el 17 20/5 13/10 24/5 
23 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) ie ee 10 3 6 in. ne a 10° 4 30/4 4 4 
3in. do. (39 yds. to I ton) i154 . ene ” —— on 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
3 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. Orders under £30 less 12 per cent. discount. 
per 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 Orders over £30 less 174 per ~ “tee ‘ Pe 
in Hardboard do. oe : a oh ee 2 3 in. in. In. in. 
ys = oo do. ~2 es 3. 5 : Pipes 6-ft. lengths _ per yd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 
4s in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets j - per yd. sup 39 Single B eat - each 33 ve sg 76 
It, 1 eee eee . ” sidan’ ” 
—— coe a hee poe 1 $ | Bendssquareorobtuse ” 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 
Best see Glue, in slabs. - per $ cwt. 5 0 0 Swan eed so — ” ey 39 aii0 hy 
pear » 5 6 . . ‘99 
Croid ‘Glue 28 ib. 2 5 6 Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1 -ton lots) : per ton 54 5 0 4in. 4h in Sin 6 in. 
do. 4 in. and up (I-ton lots) o 50 15 0 Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/7 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) eee per cwt. 216 3 Drop ends ... se e€ach 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/1 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots)... me 212 9 Stop Ends ... ee as 10 /il 1/- 1/2 
METALS STEEL JoIsTs, Pro. Angles eve eee as 2/11 3/5 4/1 4/10 
. 7 Nozzles wee ee 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Basis Joists Pr - 
6in. X 5in., 8in. X S5in.,8in. X 6in., 10in. x 6 in. Union Clips ghey anes 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 
12 in. X 6 in. — cut to a delivered London ASBESTOS weet GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
area ses per ton 37 10 0 4in. 44in. Sin. 6 in. 
Extra for sizes Gutters 6-ft. — per yd. 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 5/- 
3 in. X 1d in ih “ 310 0 Drop ends . each 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
3 in. X 3 in, “4in. x 3i in., Sin. x 24 ie. sesh & 13.0 Stop ends ... ee /9 /10 /i1 1/- 1/2 
4in. xX 1} in . . ose % 3 0'0 Angles ae ee 2/5 2/8 2/11 3/2 4/3 
43 in. x 13 in., 24 in. x "y in. eee wee 5. 2°00 Nozzles sae seen! wip 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
5 in. X 3 in, in. x 7in. ... eas ike *°” 1 0 0 Union Clips Lara 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 fe 
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METALS—Continued 
Per ton basis 
in London 
fs & 
fron—Staffordshire Crown Sonu Sealy 39 10 O 
Mild Steel Bars 37 15 9 


Mild Steel Hoops ws Fe xa 
Ex Merchant’s 


Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


£ ¢& 
Soft sheets C.R. and si A— 
20 gauge aaa , eae aes 45 19 6 
24 gauge ee aes ace 47 4 6 
26 gauge 48 14 6 
Galvanised Corrugated "sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
20 gauge e Pee ea aa de = @ 
- om er Ae nee nee aes “a” wee 
56 18 O 
Pd ma Flat sheets. c. R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge - a 2s @ 
24 gauge ead as cas aaa Ae se ae ee 
26 gauge i... aes see ee Ee oe ae arae @ 
PLUMBERS’ Brass WorRK, COPPER, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 
All per doz. sin. Zin. lin. 1fin. 1$in. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks —- 
head for iron. 70/- 104/- 
Toilet bib cocks for i iron .- 90/- 129/- 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 60/- 87/- 171/- 294/- 420/- 741/- 
do. with two unions for lead 81/- 120/- 213/- 381/- 504/- 1122/- 
Double nut boiler screws 15/- 21/- 38/- 39/- 54/- 76/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 62/- 141/- 216/- 394/- 558/- 
Plumbers’ union — me to 
iron ee : 15/9 19/- 31/6 55/- 67/9 132/- 
1fin. 14in. 2in. Zin. 34in. 4in. 
Caps and screws 27/- 33/- 48/- 75/- a, ,. 
Brass sleeves roe 25/- 25/- 45/- 60/- 61/- 
13 x 6lb. 14 x 6lb. 2 x 71b. 3 Xx 7 Ib. 
- ~ ae with nae seni 
«os ~SUf> 71/- 113/- 193/- 
Lead S. “ do. 68/- 85/- 139/- sil 
Solder d. 
Plumbers’ aes “ae Poe Pee . per lb. 3 0 
ss RES sae ar sae ee eae ae oa ie 
Blow pip 3 9 


Copper hee BSS 659/ 1944 on the basic price of “saa. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Maximum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
d. d. 
tin. X 19 gauge abe <aoy ee Total per Ib 39 
din. X19 ,, ee 104 Ree anes 374 
Min. 18  ,, a ae, Oe came 36 
Itin. X18, ee te ae ing m be 354 
Hin. X18 ,, | cee ae 7 354 
ee 93 a 37 
Rolled esl sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic yee £> °S, -&. 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras perton 288 10 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge, 5 cwt. lots upwards percwt. 612 0 
do. 12 gauge do. es 610 0 
Brass tubes basic _— = gauge and manufactur- 
ing extras per lb. 1 103 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 








£ sx dd. 

Lead Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance and upwards perton 125 10 0 

Lead Water Pipe in coils sas 4 126 15 0 

Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. en ne 128 5 0 

do. over 4 in. dia. sea ar ee 130 5 0 

Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe aa PA 128 5 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton. 

Scwt. and under 1 ton Ree per cwt. 2 0 

3cwt. do. 5 cwt. ae are 5 ae <a 4 0 

1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. Ea ve a 6 0 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £81 10s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 





Coarse Pink in 1-ton aor and over Delivered on Site per ton 42-3 

do. White do. do. -e Thi 0 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. aus ‘“ TG 3 

do. Fine do. do. re i. 1h 3 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads <i Sa ~ - 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime do. ace ea aoe 385 a Sil 6 
Lump Lime do. ae e + t @ 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1- ton loads ans eS 10 0 9 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads __.... ‘s 915 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads aM aes aa 2 .@ 3 
Hair . percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board i in. thick 600 

yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 7 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 

12 ft., } in. thick, 600 whoas it over in one dhpeaite 

Delivered site oa 2 6 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 
Delivered London area 


Ceiling Distemper “oa cine ‘ae eve eo. per cwt. 

Washable Distemper roe as ose ese pe 

Gloss Paint... +. per gal. 

Snowcem cement paint ‘(in 1 cwt. drums) . . per cwt. 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND — 

Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs per cwt. 


Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 a lots in 1 eal. tins per gal. 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg a 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg “ae a 99 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. sas +. =©per tin 


Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra e-- per gal. . 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Ce ‘gia den 99 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) Drums extra os “ah 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do. = a 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior ... are < 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) a saa aa ane ae 
Paste Powder (1 lb. ne: ons ace ee per lb. 
White Lining Paper ... aa aa ae es. per piece 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside aaa « per gal 
Oak Pale Copal do. sa <a dia aa a 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside or “ac See xe 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. aaa ve aaa me 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... aaa aaa a = 
Finest Carriage Varnish aaa daa sae wae pe 
Front Door Varnish ... aaa aaa aaa isa a 
Japan Gold Size aaa aka aa aaa ree a 
Black Japan ... ee aac “a aaa “as pes 
Brunswick Black ea re aaa as ot ps 
Berlin Black... aa aaa eas aes aaa - 
Terebene aan ‘oan aaa pe 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... ae “aa “aa a 


French and Brush Polish (do.) aa ana sae pa 


per cwt. 


611 


WNUe th 


NANC 


ND te et et et et DD et et et et 


s. @ 
12 0 
12 0 
13 0 
11 0 
09 
18 0 
1.2 
9 0 
9 0 
12 6 
13 0 
5 62 
49 
6 6 
2 '¢ 
1 6 
4 2 
10 6 
13 0 
15 6 
13 0 
0 6 
8 0 
15 6 
8 0 
5 0 
00 
5 0 
s 
0 0 
13 0 


GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. mr 
s. d. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 5% 
24 oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” ” ° 7t 
a = 99 99 99 a 9 1» (D 9t 
” ” ” ”» ” 1 0 
re a "Rolled Plate : 9 
fsin. and } in. Rough Ca st 1 0 
+ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard Patterns : 
White ye af 9 
do. Standard Tints ... s 1 4} 
do. Special Tints... wes ud aie ead aad 2s 
tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and seetnieanies oe aes ae : 
} in. Wired Cast . <a 1 2 
3 in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 2} 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B.2 5} x 5} X 3} in. me 2-9 
P.B.3 73 x 7% x 3z in. = 42 
PB. 32 7% X 7% X 3} in. 42 
Radiused Corner Blocks to nies up with— 
P.B.2 ‘ ees a s°3 
P.B.3 6 9 
P.B.32 aoa Maa 6 9 
} in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. ‘Meili Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. = SF 
cans a fe 5 ft. sup. 4 5 
2 99 ” 45 ft. sup. 5 1 
rat ca es » 100 ft. sup. 3 6 
i in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates cnnien 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G.quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one way or 135 in. 
both ways ase — aos a 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ditto ll 3 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at 
Special Prices 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum. Per ft. super. 


Description of Glass quantity. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. aaa ae sen wa 3,000 
24 OZ. 45 ai Eee ae a aan 2,000 
26 = + eae aes aaa a saa rey 2,000 
320 ; ee ee aaa 2,000 
$ in. "Rolied Pilate 1,000 
+ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White 2 1,000 


4 in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, 

Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte a 1,000 
fein. and 3 in. Rolled Plate or vine an 2,000 
4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal ... ase 2,000 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast aa avo “ae 


s 


— 


d. 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 1, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
* 




























































































































































































































Pod meer’ KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Pisa Grade 
Aberdare . Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 aie i i 
Abergavenn Craftsmen ... cae as 3/74 3/7 3/63 3/6 Sittingbourne ri 
poe teal ee Labourers ... wa sts 3/2 3/14 3/1 3/04 gg fg : Al 
g se i LD: .. toni 
ao.” eat Town, Grade. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. —_ U.D. . A2 
‘Atderahot District BUNgay ......-....eerseeeeeeree A2 BCUASLOWE o52s<ocssscssnsssss0 Al MGRIOD oo bstessdccecsstcessects A2 Smethwick CB. Al 
aimee Ub... Burnham-on-Crouch ‘ Filey U.D. . ey BURGH a scaceseas 0s ey. seca C.B.. tA 
MA Ee eee eer A Fleetwood pay Y Lyneham (Devon)............ A2 oe es serene a 
Altrincham Burton-on-Trent C.B. A PUNE .cccss oneal Macclesfield .... ” a ‘ounty of tA? 
acible pppincmoree | | ES A Folkestone . Ae. Maidenhead ................... "Al Pn se see vel 
Amersham .. Bury St. Edmunds Al Frinton .. Al Maidstone ‘ KA sate end-on-Sea Dist, ste 
Aenientoxa Ee eee A COMO. ocsssceeses50 Al Maltby ........ ae peacoat Sai een ney 
Andover ..... Byfleet ......... Al Gainsborough U.D. ol Maldon (Essex) Al Spalding U.D. _ 
Ardingly ... Calder Valley . A Gateshead .......... ey Malvern U.D. Al Safad tin... A2 
Arundel Cambridge A Gillingham (Kent).. Al Manchester ..... ae Staines wan “A 
Ascot . Cannock U.D.. A GIGSOD oo .sss0005-ss sseol Manningtree ... Al Siamtord KER. A 
Ashby-d cheer < Canterbury A2 MGIOUDRREEE o.oo scosnnscccsseeys Mansfield M.B. oil Stantonwick ... Al 
Ashby Woulds U.D.......... A Cardiff ......0.. Gloucestershire, Cnty. of ae March ........+00 -A2 Stevenage ; 
Ashford (Kent)......... me Cardiganshire, C CO eee 12 arr A2 Stockport A 
Ashford (Middlesex)......... A ROWEIERIG i5-ce ences eecso asses A Goole M.B. 3 Market Harborough U.D. A Stockton R.D. : 
Ashington ........... A Carmarthenshire,Cnty of {A2 Gosport A MArypoOlt .....cccrsesccresssceres A Stockton-on-Tees 1 
i ae A Carnarvonshire, Cnty. of sA3 Grantham M. A Matlock U.D. Al Stoke-on-Trent C.B. : 
Ashton-under-Lyne .........A SORNIIONEDN 5 coccescececasessososs Gravesend ....... woe Melksham .... A2 Stoke Orchard a 
Aspatria and Brayton...... A2 Castleford nN Great Yarmouth ............... A Melton Consta -A2 Stourbridge M.B. .. ; 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) A Caterham .......... A Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U. Al Stourport U.D. . : 
Aylesbury ..........s0ccccceee A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith A. Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Merthyr ........000ee00 A Stowmarket ....... Al 
Aylesby -spentinch Charmy Down .... ae Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough A Stratford-on-Avon MLB. A 
PASIPERENG. ..cascccssacvecesses Chatham & District .........Al Guilsborough...... Al Middleton ..... A Sunderland District A 
Rathore ee A2 Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. BEN Guiseley ........ <oohk Middlewich ..... A Sunningdale ......... it 
Bakewell. U.D A? Chelmsford .......... A Halesowen M.B rt Milford Haven . Al Sutton Coldfield M.B. A 
Banbury ..-.-c-....., ND Cheltenham .. A Halifax ...... a Morecambe ..... A Swatkham: «....66.0.<.- ae 
Barnard Castle U.D.......... A Chepstow Al Halstead .A2 Morley ...... A Swanage ..... Al 
Barnoldswick U.D. . ‘Al Chertsey A Haresfield . we) DRUUICSICY: vecsccesscdsconconces A2 Swansea A 
Barnsley ........0...-- a Chester ........... A Harlow ........ A PAIN IID: cssccvsdssccucssseracess A Swindon ... Al 
Barrow-in-Furness ............ A Chesterfield M.B.. A Harpenden .. my MNEIMINN fons cp cas caeessas ss sos Swinton U.D. A 
Barrow-upon-Soar_ R.D. Chesterfield R.D.......... A Harrogate oe’ Newark-on-Trent R.D.......Al Tamworth M.B 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chester-le-Street U.D. ......A Hartlepool A PIETY) sais ciasscsessevarsee A2 Tenterden ....... A 
ary ao A Chichester .............. seeeees A2 Harwich CaaS Sanaa aainns Meas" ee sal euaee a 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere . A2 Newcastle- under-Lyme me * Thames Haven _ 
by-on-the-Wolds A2)...... A ham Within and Harden- Hastings _...... AZ New Forest District ......... Al Thetford Z 
Basingstoke .. a4 BRISEGIN: <caccwstes sence .suaresuen A2 Hatfield (Herts.) . ee % Newmarket ......... At Thorpe Bay ...... rN 
NX Chorley A Haywards Heath .. aw Newport, Mon. .. A Th * k U. D.C. Area r 
Fs Clacton .... Al Hemel Hempstead ............A Newport Pagnell A2 ~~ hof, = Bay : 
y. Ss comeneee : a Henley-oo- Thames Ao Newton Abbot ...... Al Tilbury re re 2 
ve PONCE . ackssssescs » ist. .........4 | Todmorden . 
; Cleveleys .. A Hereforishire, C ga3 Siesmaoen CB . fon _— n 
ay Clitheroe . A Herne Bay ...... .A2 North Shields....... A Tor a. 7 
ark .. wy Coalville U. A Hertford ..... sci Norton Radstoc Al Es ig es — 
‘A2 Cobham (Surrey). A Hexham U.D. ey INGOWICH <csssccaseees A Tre od Sites ie 
at Colchester ....... A Heysham .. A Nottingham C.B rf A haha oa 7 
eas Colne ........ A High Wycombe . ad Nuneaton M.B..... A tac : < 
aN Colwyn Bay . Al Highworth ...... A2 Oakh UD...... 2 ee oe 
Bedwas ..... eA | Congleton .... Al | Hinckley U.D. eee > Tienes ~ Uppingham (Salop) .........Al 
ks oF Gant A — a yn —_ ones rs Uttoxeter U.D. .... A2 
Belper U.D ch Conway Hoddesdon soehh pa gg i Wakefield wsaall 
Belton .......... ee" Cornwall, County of. Horley .... wy: Os d Wallsend B A 
Berkhamsted Laas Coventry C.B. ......... ee N Horsham . AZ Oo — A Walsall C.B._ en 
Berrington ........ Cranbrook .... .A2 | Horwich ... 3. oe aA | Walsden ......... el 
Berwick District Cranleigh ......... A2 Huddersfield A Se oe Walton-on-Naze AL 
overley «sa. Crawley (Sussex) Re (i ae ‘A Paignton .. Al Walter. c ah 
Bexhi!l-on-Sea rewe A Hunstanton ........... Bei Peterborough ........ A Warminster A2 
Biggleswade Cromer .. Al Huntingdon (Staffs) A er. So Al Warrington ... A 
Billericay .... ee AZ eres ok Lane peesconsares A3 Warwick M.B. .. A 
i ee Cuckfield ......... A2 Ingatestone Al ee A A Wellington U.D. ole 
Billingham U.D. Dalton-in-Furness . coh. EDSWICD. — osse0es pany’ Ses rid Dist . Wells (Norfolk) AQ 
Bilsthorpe .... Deiagon! District . ey < Isle of Sheppey . A2 P oo d istri Welwyn _........- ww A 
Birchington Darwen ... A Isle of Thanet.... «2 | Ae see pee re alg - Welwyn Gar. Cit A 
Birkenhead Deal ....... A2 | Isle of Wight .... —-_— ee A | West Bromwich C. A 
Birmingham C. Denbigh To -A2 Jarrow M.B. rn Aang men eben cena ir Westbury .......... 2 
Bishop Auckland Derby C.B. ..... sae ‘ tee. ae wee Westcliff-on-Sea Re 
Bishop's Stortford ........+++. Devizes ...s.seses-- “a2 | Keighley ...... A | A | Westerham ....... Al 
Bispham ........+..- i Devon, County of . ‘a2 ce eee A Pudsey ...... oA Weston-super-Mare .........Al 
Blackburn ra Dewsbury ........-. gay Kenilworth U.D. A PR. ce cennsssiscvecsecens A2 Weybridge ......... a 
Blackpool .. Didcot ..<.... A2 Kettering M.B. .... A Radnorshire, County of }A2 Weymouth .. Al 
Blackwell R.D. a io. 3 "A2 Keynsham ... A Ramsgate A WHHDY UD)... ...csseccccesscess Al 
Blaydon U.D Doncaster C.B. . we’ Kidderminster M.B. A Rayleigh A Whitstable and District ...A2 
Blidworth .. se To eae - King s ae eee Al Reading ... WICKIONRG «.000c0s00+- A 
Blyth ........ a =e Dorset, County of (except- Kingskerswell Al Redcar B. A Widnes .... 
Bognor Regis... ing Poole, Swanage and Kingsteignton Al Redditch U.D........ A Wigan .. 
Boldon U.D. . Wimborne All).........+.. A2 PRSEOROD Sissessascsaes A Redhill and Reigate ee Wigton ...... 
Bolsover U.D. . intone... cc. res pm Knaresborough U.D..........A BID, | ccessdiesteseatas «AS Willington 
Bolton ..... Dovercourt... ~< UME Assnvcunecseses Al Rochdale A Wilmslow ...........- 
Bourne End ... Driffield U.D. AL Lancaster ........... A Rochester .... Al Wilts. County of $ 
Bournemouth ete Droitwich M.B. Al Leamington M. B. A Rotherham ... re Winchester ....... “ 
Ce eae Dudley M.B. .. wok Leatherhead A Rugby M.B.  ..cccsscosseseeees A Windermere ....... wA3 
Bradford ...........+++ sees Dunstable_ ..... ek Ee ee ee ee A Saffron Walden ............... A2 Windsor and Eton ........Al 
shila ote Durham City .. ees —— oe A St. Albans ..... ee’ — seenstseerseeess Se 
RUENIS.  Skecdsccneaecersencen eighton Buzzard . ae RD acuicsencns . 
Breconshire, County of...tA2 Eastbourne | ........ Al pen yorth .... Al St oon we Woking (District) . Al 
Bivent RMON: ....0002050005000 A2 E. Glam. & Mon. Val..........A Lewes s eae Salisb . Ci "A2 Wokingham Al 
eiiaood wn East Grinstead District...A2 Lichfield MB.” har Salis ury City... AZ Wolverhampton C.B A 
Bridlington .. a | Eastwood (Notts.) U.D.......A Lincoln C.B. ..... A pounelacemonh “AL | Woodbridge. ....... soseensul 
ween genes _ eel District... eo Littlehampton A2 Saxmundham  ... <Ae bi el C.B. m 
righouse .. CBG Ber ee wer orsb eres ra Liverpool ........ wee Scarborough ae orkington 
Brighton A a, pasecoeeseens .* Llandudno .. AL lamas ... — Worksop M.B. ae 
Bristol .. A pping . ses Llanelly A Selby A Worthing ........- A? 
Broadstair. 2 BIMMNED: “oscesetccrcucnssepeersssees London * Sevenoaks... aA Wrexham (incl. Cefn) ....- A 
Bromsgrove wD. A Fakenham Long Eaton . - Sheerness “A2 Wroughton _......... . 
IR GIN coc secsesscccseaenk WA Falmouth Loughborough M. eeN Sheffield A Wylam .......... 
Broughton (Cheshire) ...... A | Fareham ... Louth M.B. ......... A Shipley ......... ‘A | Wymondham.......... 
BMIRSEY®  Secnsaessnncencesosvons A Faversham DIQWORO vce ccc ect ssesnyene A SHOCUULYMESS: ....508sc0s00se0en A YOKK — cecccccccssessccoeeee 














* For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :—Crafismen, 3s. Bid 
Labourers, 3s. 3d. + Plus 2d. per working day. ft This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 

— Pg emma en, and a in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
OMEN’s RaTes.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per ho W i arry out work 
other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. ie , . i nae a 

For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 616 
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TRADE NEWS 


Change of Address 

Panelec (Great Britain), Ltd., 
that from April 20 their address will be 27, 
Hatchlands-road, Redhill, Surrey. Their 
telephone number, Redhill 3461, will remain 
unaltered. 


Building Board 

A useful technical information folder 
containing technical notes, drawings and 
photographs of some of the more popular 
yses of their building board is being distri- 
puted by Stramit Boards, Ltd., Packet Boat 
Dock, Cowley Peachey, Uxbridge, Middle- 
gx. This 2-in. thick board can be incor- 
porated into roofs, ceilings, wall and par- 
titions, and data is given on the lagging of 
tanks and cisterns. Other contents include 
thermal insulation notes, deflection tables 
and fire resistance qualities. 


Magnetic Signs 

Various types of visual records, charts, 
etc. were featured on the stand of the Acme 
Showcard and Sign Co., Ltd., 9, South 
Molton - street, W1, at the recent Factory 
Equipment Exhibition in London. These 
signs are known as “ Wondersigns,” and con- 
sist of magnetic letters, figures, symbols, etc., 
which adhere to metal backgrounds. Their 
applications in industrial fields cover all 
types and forms of visual record, and include 
production charts, notice boards, plotting the 
movements of vehicles, announcements and 
display. They are understood to be simple 
and quick set up. 


Jib Extension 

A special jib extension or “jury mast” 
is now available for the Jones KL mobile 
cranes distributed in the UK by George 
Cohen Sons and Co., Ltd., Cunard Works, 
Chase-road, NW10, for their “600” Group 
associates, K and L Steelfounders and Engin- 
eers, Ltd. This extension transforms the 
normal straight jib into a simple swan-neck 
type. The new mast has a length of 9 ft. 
6 in. and is available for both the 4-ton 
model KL 44 and the 6-ton model KL 66. 
Fitted with this new equipment, the crane 
can stand close in to the building and so 
take advantage of short-radius working to 
lift greater loads to considerable heights. 
The additional out-reach also allows com- 
paratively light pre-cast wall sections and 
similar loads to be accurately placed in posi- 
tion. Also announced is the introduction to 
the model KL 44 chassis of differential 
drive—already available on the KL 66. The 
alternative of a crawler chassis is available 
as before. 


THE BUILDER 


New Block Cutter 


The firm of Bar-Mor, of Russell House, 9, 
Adam-street, London, WC2, have produced 


announce 4 patented block cutter which they say will 


cut practically all types of block used in the 
building industry, including breeze, foam, 
dense concrete and lignasite. It is a hand 
tool which can be operated by unskilled 





labour and is said to be light enough to be 
carried around the site and to be within the 
means of the smallest builder. One of the 
advantages claimed for this tool is its clean 
cut which allows all pieces of the block to be 
used. It will mitre a block at any angle for 
completing a wall under a roof and is fitted 
with a rule and fence to enable repetition 
work to be carried out. The machine, which 
has only one moving part, is claimed to be 
capable of cutting 2 in., 3 in., and 4 in. blocks. 
Firm’s Prize-giving 

An innovation by Taylor Woodrow, Ltd., 
on March 26, was a prize-giving day, at 
Southall, Middlesex, for trainees throughout 
the group who had made special efforts in 
the past year. Sir Harold Bellman, a director 
of Taylor Woodrow, Ltd., and chairman of 
the Abbey National Building Society, pre- 
sented the awards to 14 trainees, who 
included fitters, carpenters, quantity sur- 
veyors, a wood machinist, a shorthand-typist 
and an accounting-machine operator. 


Timber Connectors 

The first supplement to their Design 
Manual for Timber Connector Construction 
has now been issued by MacAndrews and 
Forbes, Ltd., 2, Caxton-street, SW1, and 
gives load and design data on the 4 in. 
diameter “Teco” double-beveiled split-ring 
timber connector, a new addition to the 
range of timber connectors produced by the 
firm, which is designed to simplify the design 
of highly stressed joints in large timber 
structures. Copies of the Design Manual 
complete with supplement, are available free 
on application to the company. 
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Anniversary Review 


To commemorate the 75th anniversary 
of their inception, Thomas W. Ward, Ltd., 
of Sheffield, have published a review of the 
activities covered by the organisation 
between 1878 and 1953. It concerns 
principally the parent company, but also 
embraces the inter-connected interests of the 
subsidiary and associated companies. Well- 
bound and printed on art-paper, a liberal 
selection of illustrations make ‘this book 
interesting reading. A limited number of 
copies are available from the company. 


Mounting Bolt 


A mounting bolt which uses rubber as the 
gripping medium is being produced by L. H. 
Newton and Co., Ltd., Nechells, Birmingham 
7. A rubber sleeve is compressed axially 
between two steel faces, resulting in a radial 
expansion. Known as the “Seetru” bolt; 
it reduces the effect of severe vibration and 
shock loading, and can in many cases be 
used in locations where contact is possible 
with oil and spirits. The bolt is made in two 
types, male and female, the first being 
particularly suitable for fixing equipment to 
walls, and the second for fixing heavy equip- 
ment to floors. 


Electrical Data 


The British Electrical Development Asso- 
ciation have informed us that readers who 
desire to preserve the electrical information 
contained in their two-page advertisements, 
twelve of which are appearing in our issues 
at monthly intervals, need not mutilate their 
copies by cutting out the advertisement. 
Copies of these can be obtained on applica- 
tion to the Press Officer of the Association at 
2, Savoy Hill, WC2. On the completion 
of the series, they intend to reproduce the 
advertisements in booklet form for circula- 
tion to architects, builders and architectural 
students. 


Increased Productivity 


An increase in production of several 
hundreds per cent. each working week has 
been achieved by Conex Terna, Ltd., Tipton. 
This increased productivity has been gained 
largely by concentration on a selected range 
of valves, coupled with the introduction of 
automatic machines, which in the main have 
been adapted by the firm to suit its own 
production methods and designs. Three 
Goss and De Leouw automatic machines 
which have replaced 22 capstan lathes are 
each capable of an output of 300 pieces an 
hour, and have been adapted to machine 
the whole of valve bodies up to 2 in. 











direction. 


CONTINUOUS LIFTS 


A CONTINUOUS-MOVING SYSTEM of lifts has been installed by its 
manufacturers, J. and E. Hall, Ltd., Dartford, Kent, in the new 
office building of C. A. Parsons and Co., Ltd., at Newcastle upon 
Tyne. There are three “ Paternoster ” lifts in this improved installa- 
tion, each capable of dealing with 600 persons per hour in each 
The cabs, each designed to hold two persons, are 
attached to two endless chains and revolve continuously in one 
direction. The “ Paternosters ” serve seven floors and give an up 
and down service at the same time. 
simple electrical and mechanical control of the system reduces 
maintenance costs and the danger of breakdown. 
speed on installation was 60 ft. per minute, but upon becoming 
accustomed to this form of travel the clients requested an increase 
to 75 ft. per minute, resulting in a corresponding increase in capa- 
city. No lift operator is required with this system, and the landing 
cills are hinged to protect exposed passengers from possible injury. 


It is understood that the 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 
{From Our Own Correspondents |] 


Australia—The British company Allied 
Ironfounders, Ltd., is planning to establish 
a factory and a foundry at Clayton in the 
eastern suburbs of Melbourne, Victoria. 
Cost of the plant is estimated at £I1m. The 
assistant managing director of Allied Iron- 
founders, Ltd., Mr. W. T. Wren, is now 
in Melbourne planning details of the 
Australian foundry. 

The Cumberland County Council has pro- 
visionally approved a proposal to build a 


National Opera House in the domain 
between the National Art Gallery and St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney, New South 
Wales. 


The Council will give further consideration 
to this important matter since the suggested 
site, if adhered to, will result in loss of 
public parklands in the middle of Sydney. 


British East Africa—Kenya Legislative 
Council approved expenditure on _ public 
works totalling over £1m. for the first six 
months of 1954. 

Additional to the Wanjii hydro-electric 
plant, at Fort Hall (a project completed 
early in 1953), and the Lower Tana hydro- 
electric scheme now in course of construc- 
tion, a survey is being undertaken and plans 
are being made for the construction of an 
even larger hydro-electric scheme at Seven 
Forks, about 40 miles lower down on the Tana 
River. A new power station is also to be 
constructed at Mombasa at a cost of 
£300,000 and will probably be working 
within the next two years. Work has started 
on the foundations of a new generating plant 
for the Nyeri electricity undertaking at 
Sagana Falls. 

The City Council of Nairobi has adopted 
a resolution to complete the construction 
of the Sasamua Dam by direct labour; the 
dam is designed to supply Nairobi with 
water. In implementation of that decision 
the City Council has purchased plant and 
vehicles and is recruiting more temporary 
staff. 


Holland.—Settling a question which has 
been under debate for some time, the 
Municipal Council of Rotterdam has decided 
in principle on the construction of an airfield 
of 800 by 800 metres in the “ Zestienhovense 
Polder” outside the town. Apart from the 
soil, the cost is estimated at 2,000,000 
guilders. The station is intended to serve 
as a landing-place for helicopters and for 
the maintenance and parking of such aircraft. 


*India—James Warren and Co., Ltd., 31, 
Chowringhee-road, Calcutta, are interested 
in securing agencies for the following indus- 
trial equipment manufactured in the U.K.: 
Wire rope, mobile cranes, earth excavators 
and other allied equipment. Inquiries by 
telephone should be made to the Export 
Services Branch of the Board of Trade, Tel. : 
Chancery 4411, Ext. 755. 


Norway.—A new underground plant is 
being built by the Raufoss Ammunition Co. 
at Gjovik in Norway. The plant is to have 
altogether 11 production halls each more 
than 600 feet long and 50 feet wide. The 
works are about 200 feet under ground. 


Southern Rhodesia.—A £14m., factory near 
Salisbury in Southern Rhodesia to produce 
about 100,000 tons of cement is projected. 
The City Council has agreed, in principle, 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register in- 
formation Service. 
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to the sale of about 50 acres of land at 
Donnybrook, off the Marandellas road, as a 
factory site. The men behind the scheme 
are Mr. D. A. Edwards, of Salisbury, Mr. 
Geoffrey Davis, managing director of Asso- 
ciated Portland Cement Industries of Great 
Britain, and Mr. A. J. McIntosh, of United 
South African Portland Cement and Asso- 
ciated Company. Practically the entire out- 
put of the factory will be sold in the Salis- 
bury area. ‘ 

The Federal Government intends to com- 
plete Salisbury’s new civil airport within the 
next two years. Sir Roy Welensky, Federal 
Minister of Transport and Communications, 
has intimated that provision will be included 
in the estimates to be presented to the 
Federal Parliament at the Budget session for 
a start to be made on the airport during 
1954-55. Estimated cost of completing the 
work is said to be in the region of £}m. 

A Barrage is to be erected in the Shire 
Valley at a cost of £4m. to £3m. which will 
take some three years to complete. Indus- 
trialisation of this territory is only a matter 
of time. A large-scale survey is well under 
way costing about £400,000. The Portuguese 
Authorities on the other side of the Valley 
are interested in the survey and are contri- 
buting towards the expense. 


*USA.—The RP Oldham Company, of 
6399 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles 48, 
California, are anxious to contact UK manu- 
facturers of metal window frames. All 
inquiries, by telephone, should be made to 
Chancery 4411, Extension 862. 


*USA.—Mr. T. Blakeley, of Blakeley 
Granite, Inc., 3502 E. New York-street, 
Indianapolis 1, Indiana, is interested in 
receiving quotations from UK manufacturers 
of clay tiles. Those interested should com- 
municate with him, sending full particulars 
of their products, ie., catalogues and/or 
samples, prices c.i.f., in US dollars, and giving 
an indication of delivery dates. Inquiries by 
telephone should be made to Chancery 
4411, Extension 897. 


* USA.—Intercambio, of 8756 Wilshire 
Boulevard, Beverly Hills, wish to contact 
UK manufacturers of metal window frames. 
Those interested should communicate direct 
by air mail with Intercambio, giving full 
particulars of their products, i.e., literature, 
c.i.f. prices in US dollars, and an indication 
of earliest delivery dates. Inquiries by tele- 
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WATERPROOFING LIQUID 


ABSOLUTELY TRANSPAREN 
Equally successful on Brick, Stone, Cement, Concrete, 
Asbestos Cement and Wood surfaces. Walls treated with 
Penetrex ‘53°’ are proof against dampness caused by 
driving rain for 5 years. Penetrex ‘53°’ is economical 
too—one gallon giving from #00 sq, ft. to 270 sq. ft. 
depending upon the porosity of the surfaces. 
Ask at your Builders’ Merchant or write for prices and 
nearest stockist to Sole Manufacturers: 
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phone should be made to Chancery 4411 
Extension 757. 


Venezuela.—Since our issue of March 19 
more news has come in of factories to be 
built in Venezuela. A factory with an egtj. 
mated capacity of 1} million corrugated 
cardboard boxes is to be built in Maracay, 
Consultants are the Container Corporation 
of America. The General Tyre Company 
is to instal a factory to produce plastic goods 
and other products. Location for this fac. 
tory has not yet been announced. A plant 
is also to be established for the production 
of building materials. Some of the 
machinery has already been purchased from 
Germany. It has been announced by the 
Venezuelan Chamber of Constructors that 
£100m. is to be spent in building and cop. 
struction during this year. 

The initial study has now been completed 
for the construction of two dams, one at 
Capoya and the other at Tazon, both in the 
valleys of the Tuy river. Another dam 
which is projected is one on the Guarico 
river in the Central Plains. The complete 
irrigation system of which this will be the 
main work will cost £16m. 

A number of electrification works are also 
planned for this year. The Development 
Corporation has already earmarked £4m. for 
these schemes. Business men in Anzoategui 
and Bolivar are considering financing a road 
bridge over the Orinoco river at Cuidad 
Bolivar. The bridge will be at least 1,200 
metres long. 

British Commercial offices in Venezuela 
are keenly interested in moves to establish 
a steel industry in the country. It has 
already been reported that a number of 
countries are trying to obtain contracts, So 
far, British firms do not seem to be particu 
larly concerned by these moves. The Com- 
mercial Department of the British Embassy 
would like to see offers coming from firms 
in this country. 

Plans for the installation of a. steel 
industry are still being considered. It has 
been divulged that the USA firm known as 
Acrow has sent experts to study the position, 
_ The construction of a road tunnel which 
is to link Caracas through the Avila moun- 
tain with the port of La Guaira is to be 
financed half by the State and half by private 
capital. No indication has as yet been 
given of the source of the private capital, 

Work on the laying of a new railway 
track from Puerto Cabello to Valencia via 
Barquisimoto has been started. 


£60,000 Lift Order 


The General Electric Co. of India, Ltd, 
agents in India for the Express Lift 
Co., Ltd., has received an order worth 
approximately £60,000 to supply and install 
four gearless passenger lifts, and one two- 
speed passenger-goods lift in the new build 
ing being erected for the United India Fire 
and General Insurance Co., Ltd., in Madras. 


New Tyre Factory, Brazil 


Dunlop’s new tyre factory in Brazil was 
opened on March 20. The factory, covering 
Some 250,000 sq. ft., stands on a site of 120 
acres seven miles from the city of Campinas, 
which is 65 miles north-east of Sao Paulo, 
the capital of the State. 


Building Tradesmen Sought 


The New Zealand Minister of Immigra- 
tion, the Hon. W. Sullivan, has said that the 
Government is doing-all it can to attract 
building tradesmen from Britain, especially 
carpenters and plumbers, Already 1,800 
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ALL-WELDED ALUMINIUM ALLOY 


and the aluminium frame was chosen for its lightness. 


THE BUILDER 


This 


SUPERSTRUCTURE. 
aluminium alloy framework erected on the roof of an existing building is believed 
to be the first all-welded portal-frame structure of its kind, and has been made possible 
by advances in the technique of welding aluminium alloys. It has been built to provide 
a second storey on the top of the existing offices of the employment division of Ferodo, 
Ltd., at Chapel-en-le-Frith. The original building was not designed for such an extension, 


The extension measures 9 ft. 


to the eaves, is 26 ft. wide and 75 ft. long, with a semi-circular canopy at one end. 
The heaviest piece of the frame weighed 2 cwt., and the structure was erected by a 


foreman and three men in 954 working hours. 


The work was recently completed 


by Head, Wrightson Aluminium, Ltd., of Thornaby-on-Tees. 





tradesmen have gone to New Zealand under 
the assisted migration scheme, and more are 
urgently needed for house-building. 


Prefabs. for Baghdad Fair 


The Arcon Group is to provide pre- 
fabricated structures to house about half of 
the British Trade Fair to be held at Baghdad 
from October 25 to November 8 next. 
Arcon structures, which are marketed by 
Taylor Woodrow (Building Exports), Ltd., 
will cover 65,000 sq. ft., the buildings after- 
wards being transportable and adaptable for 
any other purpose in the Middle East. 


IDEAS ON BUILDING 
Firm Calls a Conference 


AN EXPERIMENT in developing ideas about 
building was carried out in the week March 
15-20, at Ashorne Hill; near Leamington. 
Virtually all the senior officials. of the 
architects’ department of the Dunlop Rubber 
Company met there to consider the future 
of industrial building. 

During a two-day symposium on industrial 
building, they invited distinguished specia- 
lists from Government organisations to in- 
form them of the latest trends and develop- 
Ments in industrial construction both at home 
and abroad, as well as to give details of 
current research into the problems of factory 
design and structure. 

In their turn, the Dunlop specialists gave 
details of their practical experience, and in- 
tensive discussions followed each lecture. 
Films, charts, slides, etc., were shown to 
illustrate new techniques, and modern fac- 
tories in Brazil and the United States were 
Closely studied. 

Promoter of this pioneer experimental con- 
ference was Mr, Stuart Bentley, FRIBA, 
AMTPI, Chief Architect to the Dunlop 
Rubber Company, He stressed that any 
single idea that came out of the conference 
might save the company thousands of pounds. 


DELEGATION TO USA 

To Study Methods of Flat Construction 

The chairman of the Liverpool Corpora- 
tion housing committee, Ald. H. N. Bewley, 
accompanied by Cllr. D. Nickson and the 
City Architect and Housing Director, Dr. 
Ronald Bradbury, have gone to New York 
to study American methods of construction 
of multi-storey flats. It is intended to build 
flats of this series in Liverpool on account 
of the shortage of land. Professor A. B. 
Semple, Medical Officer of Health, is also 
with the party, having been requested to 
go there by the health committee with the 
object of studying health methods together 
with any special work in connection with 
flat life. 


THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 
Price 2/6; By post, 2/9 


Or 
Book Dept. 
The Builder House, 
Catherine Street, W.C.2 
Tele.: TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 
























615 


The 


1 OF SB he) | 
BUILDER 


Edinburgh AA Dinner 


(THOSE who equated architecture with en- 

gineering were asking the architects to 
commit professional suicide, said Mr. LESLIE 
GRAHAM MacDouGaLt, RSA, president of 
the Royal Incorporation ‘of Architects in 
Scotland, when he spoke at the annual din- 
ner of the Edinburgh Architectural Associa- 
tion. 

If “the engineering fallacy” was true 
what on earth was the use of the architect? 
They might as well close the College of Art 
and send all their students to the Heriot- 
Watt College. 

“Architecture needs spirit breathed into 
it,” he commented. ‘‘ Unless we remember 
the old adage of Sir Edwin Lutyens, that 
architecture begins where engineering leaves 
off, we will find ourselves out on our ears, or 
at least in the bankruptcy court.” 

Lorp Provost SIR JAMES MILLER said he 
thought the day had probably gone when 
they could say that the architect began where 
the engineer left off. In the design of the 
modern building they had to start off together 
and the architect must adjust himself to the 
new techniques that were rapidly developing. 
Fifty years ago reinforced concrete was a 
novelty, but now, with all the strides that had 
been made in the last five or six years in pre- 
stressed concrete, the whole technique of con- 
struction had developed so rapidly that they 
needed a team consisting of a combination 
of the architect, the civil engineer, and the 
constructional engineer: only in that way 
would they get buildings that would live up 
to the requirements of the twentieth and the 
following centuries. 

Mr. JOHN CAMERON, QC, Dean of the Faculty 
of Advocates, in proposing the toast of “* The 
Edinburgh Architectural Association,” said the 
spirit revolted against a mathematical delimi- 
tation of life’s activities and a scientific regi- 
mentation of man’s future. The architect, and 
particularly the Edinburgh architect, had dis- 
played in his work his own individuality and 
a sense of his national environment and 
national character. 

Referring to the Milne family which had 
held the office of King’s Master Mason in 
Scotland and which presented the epitome 
of Edinburgh architectural skill, he said that 
these men were able to synthesise their native 
materials, the function of the buildings they 
were designing, and even the climate for 
which their buildings were designed. 

“In that synihesis of material, function and 
climate,” he said, “ you find the architect’s 
capacity to subdue the elements of the prob- 
lems which he has to solve. That is why 
these buildings stand to-day not merely 
charming in their visual aspect but hand- 
some and beautiful in respect of their 
function and their purpose. 

“We don’t need to go so far as France,” 
continued Mr. Cameron, “ to see things that 
make us wonder whether or not modern 
economy and regimentation and the uni- 
formity which the Welfare State appears to 
demand of its adherents, willing or unwilling, 
are killing architectural quality and native 
architectural character.” 

If they went round the periphery of Edin- 
burgh they could not say whether they were 
in Edinburgh or Glasgow, Hell, Hull or Hali- 
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fax. The television mast at Kirk 0’ Shotts 
was the only thing which marked the passage 
from one city to another 

“Tt should be the aim of architecture,” 
declared Mr. Cameron, “whether domestic, 
industrial or commercial, to attune its pro- 
ducts to the climate, condition and the func- 
tions of the place and purpose which it is 
to serve. It seems to me that in these days 
the question may well be asked whether or 
not beauty in design is an entirely superfluous 
luxury and where the art of the architect 
comes in to combine in one whole function, 
purpose, material and appositeness to physi- 
cal surroundings and climatic conditions. 
That was done in the past as so many build- 
ings testify. We can only hope that it will 
be done in the future.” ye 


Hydro-electric Scheme 


A £4M. CONTRACT to construct hydro-elec- 
tric works at Breadalbane, Perthshire, for the 
North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board, has 
been secured by the Mitchell Construction 
Co., of Peterborough. Work is to start this 
summer and will occupy more than 500 men 
for four years. 

The contract provides for the construction 
of two underground generating stations 
which will be fed through 17 miles of tunnel- 
ling by water from the rivers Earn, Lednock 
and Almond. The same firm is engaged on 
similar work at Glenmoriston, 120 miles 
farther north. 

New Galvanising Plant 


AT HAMILTON, Lanarkshire, Messrs. Mac- 
lean and Co. (Metal Windows), Ltd., have 
installed what is believed to be the largest 
electro-galvanising plant in the world. Com- 
pletely automatic, it has been built primarily 
for the rustproofing of metal windows, which 
this firm will exhibit at the Scottish Industries 
Exhibition to be held in the Kelvin Hall, 
Glasgow, in September next. 


Dry Rot Expenditure 
FiFE County COUNCIL spent during the 
month of February, £1,868 on the ‘eradica- 
tion of dry rot, bringing their total expendi- 
ture to £267,051 on dry rot eradication. 
This was mainly on educational buildings. 


£5m. Dry Dock for Greenock 

CLYDESIDE interests have agreed on the 
broad principles of a £5m. dry dock scheme 
to take in the existing East India Harbour 
and Victoria Harbour, Greenock. Details 
now being worked out visualise a dock of 
1,200 ft. length and 160 ft. breadth with a 
depth of more than 47 ft. An adjoining. 
fitting-out berth would give 1,110 ft. of 
frontage. This plan is the result of years 
of discussion as to the best location; Green- 
ock has the obvious claim of deep-water 
facilities and ease of access from the up-river 
yards or the open sea. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Corporation has plans in hand for ex- 
tensions to the prim. sch. at Woodside, est. to cost 
with basement alterations. etc., between £45/50,000. 
The architect is Alexander B. Gardner (F.), Municipal 
Offices, Broad-st., The Castlegate, Aberdeen. Decora- 
tion and repairs, at an est. cost of £4,500, are to he 
carried out at the West Burn Park Tearooms. 

Edinburgh.—Dean of Guild Court has granted 
warrant to erect 246 houses at Oxgangs-rd. at an est. 
cost of £288,410. Other warrants granted were to the 
Eldorado Ice Cream Co., Ltd., to erect a factory at 
Bankhead, Sighthill. at a cost of £5,000; and to the 
British Linen Bank, Edinburgh Nominees. Ltd., for 
alterations to the interior of the Rutland Hotel. Rut- 
land-st. 

Edinburgh.—Corporation has approved the erection, 
at the Comiston site, of multi-storey flats. The housing 
A is A. Steele (A), City-chbrs., High-st., Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for ex- 
tensions to Newlands Garage, for which the architect 
is A. Graham Glass, 102, Bath-st., Glasgow. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 1, 1954. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 7$d.; Labourers, 3s. 2d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of | For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 
s. d. 
Ist 25 39 104 
2nd 334 a 4 
3rd 50 79 9 
4th 663 106 4 
Sth as mie << 119 74 
For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) ae ee ix, oe 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) ‘3 ey 











Glasgow.—Plans prepared for George Wilson (Gas 
Meters), Ltd., for alterations and additions at Etive- 
st.. Shettleston. The architects are Ross, Harvie & 
Scott (F.), 2, Clifton-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for a new 
prim. sch. to be erected at a Drumchapel site, Dum- 
bartonshire. Plans by the Architectural and Planning 
Department, Municipal-bldgs., George-sq., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new Corporation baths 
and washhouses to be erected at Paterson-st.. Paisley- 
rd.. Kingston, for which the architects are the City A 
and Planning Officers, Municipal-bldgs., George-sq., 
Glasgow. 
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Glasgow.—Corporation has had sketch plans pre- 
pared for a new lighting department to be erected at 
an est. cost of £55.000. at Helen-st.. Govan, The 
architects are the Civic Planning Department, Muypj. 
cipal-bldgs., George-sq., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—The City A has been authorised to pree 
pare plans for the renovation of war-damaged Bank- 
head School as a further_measure to relieve the 
demand for classrooms at Drumchapel. 

Greenock.—Corporation has received a letter from 
the Department of Health for Scotland approving of 
the erection of 102 houses at Section 1 of Larkfield 
No. 3 housing site, for which plans have been pre- 
pared by the Council’s A, Robert L. Rankine, Master 
of Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Hamilton-st. 
Greenock, subject to certain conditions. j 

Greenock.—Plans prenared and approved for re. 
construction scheme on the old West End baths a 
over £14,000, for which the architects are Crawford 
& Neill (A), 33, Cathcart-st., Cathcart-sq., Greenock. 

Inverness.—Corporation has approved the erection 
at the Congman estate of a_new fire station. The archi. 
tect is James Blackburn (F.), Municipal-bldgs., Inver. 
ness. 

Lanarkshire.—CC has plans in hand for extensions 
and alterations at the Bar Hock public school, fy 
which the Council A, William Watt (F.), County 
Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw, is architect, 

Lanarkshire.—CC has had plans prepared for adgdj- 
tions at the Muir-st. public school, Motherwell. 
Wishaw, for which the County A is William Watt (F), 
County Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw, and 
the quantity surveyors are MacLachlan & Thomson, 
FRICS, 116, Hope-st., Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—CC Housing Committee has agreed 
to the erection of 64 houses, est. to cost £89,067, at 
Newfield housing estate, Stonehouse. The architect js 
Samuel MacColl (A), County-bldgs., Beckford-st., 
Hamilton West. 

Peterhead.—Corporation has plans in hand for the 
erection of 36 houses at Catta-dr., est. to cost £40,000, 
The Council A is D. S. Cruickshanks (L), Master of 
Works Offices, Peterhead, Aberdeenshire. 

Tillicoultry.—Plans in hand for 90 houses for the 
Scottish ‘Special Housing Association, Ltd., to be 
erected at Hat Cumminghar, Clackmannon. The 
architect is J. Austin Bent (A), 15/19, Palmerston-pl, 
Edinburgh. 
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BUILDING 


APRIL 6. 

**Bristol EC.—Additional large classroom at Marry- 
wood Grammar School for Boys. B. Wakefield & 
Son, architects, 18, Orchard-st., Bristol, 1. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by April 26. 


pages 


*+Enfield UDC.—Public convenience in Lancaster- 
Tenders by April 23. 


rd. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
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APRI . 
*{Tettenhall UDC.—24 flats at Grange estate, E&s. 


Dep. £3 3s. 
APRIL 10. 


*+Cheltenham BC.—10 shops with 12 maisonettes 


over and 8 garages, Lynworth estate. BE. Dep. 
£3 3s. 
APRIL 13. 
*+Enfield UDC.—18 flats, The Oaks site. F. Lee, 


E&S, 7, Little Park-gdns. 


May 6. 
APRIL 14. 
*Bath CC.—Demolition and reconstruction of Nos. 
1 and 2, Bridewell-la. J. Bevan-Jones, ARICS, The 
Guildhall, Bath. Dep. £2 2s. 
*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Board.—Alterations, St. James's 


Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 


Hospital, Beckett-st., Leeds, 9. Architect to Board, 
Park-parade, Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
May 5S. 


*+North Riding CC.—Infant welfare centre at Guis- 
borough. County A, Northallerton. Dep. £2 2s. 

**+West Sussex CC.—Adaptation of The Depot and 
Stores at The Wharf, Midhurst, to form Fire Station. 
County A, Chichester. 

APRIL 15. ; 

*Portsmouth City C.—220 houses, Leigh Park in 

two contracts. City A. Dep. £1 each. 


APRIL 20. 

*tNorthleach RDC.—11 houses at Eastleach. A. 
Barrett, Clerk of C. Dep. £2 2s. 

Teifiside (Cards.) RDC.—Eight houses at Beulah, 
Newcastle-Emlyn. W. Cottrell, architect, 8 Quay-tt., 
Carmarthen. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 21. 
*Huntingdon RDC.—Three bungalows at Mole* 


worth. K. Milner, LRIBA, 4, Market Hill, Hunting- 
don. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Merthyr Tydfil BC.—201 houses. BE&S. Dep. 
5 Ss. 


APRIL 22. 
*Chatham BC.—50 bungalows for aged persons 02 
Weeds Wood estate. Deputy BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Grimsby CBC.—No. 1, 37 houses; No. 2, 8 
houses; No. 3, 100 houses on Grange and Crowland 


estates. BE&S. Dep. £2 each work. 
APRIL 23. Paar 
*Luton BC.—Temporary slaughterhouse, Windmill 
rd. site. BE: Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 24, 


*Lincoln (Kesteven) CC.—House and set of farm 
buildings on Bourne, Thurlby and Morton estates. 
County Land Agent, Sleaford. 


APRIL 26. } 
*Brockworth.—Erection of 16 houses. Cunningham 
and Gibaud, surveyors, All Saints House, The E 
change, Bristol, 1. Dep. £2 2s. 


Gloucester.—16 houses at Brockworth. Cunningham 
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April 2 1954 


& Ghens Me ey All Saints’ House, Exchange, 
2 


Dep 
esol APRIL 29. 
‘Littlehampton UDC.—12 houses Wickbourne 
estate extension. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 3. 
‘Crayford UDC.—31 flats at Erith-rd. E&S. Dep. 


| an BC.—74 houses, 14 old persons’ bunga- 
lows, 8 —_ 19 garages, Marks Gate estate. BE&S. 


£2 
De. Riding EC.—County primary school, North- 


glerton. J. H. Napper (F.), 56, Eldon-pl., Newcastle- 
ypon-Tyne, 1. 

WeNorwich City C.—253 dwellings, Heartsease estate. 
City A. 


MAY 17. 

‘Bicester UDC.—100 dwellings on new housing site. 
Leslie K. Watson, MA, FRIBA, 6, Gray’s Inn-sq., 
wCl. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Stepney MBC.—(a) erection of 141 dwellings; (b) 
sub-contract works. Sydney Clough, Son & Ptnrs., 
architects, Devonshire- -cl., 39, Devonshire-st., Wi. 


Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


APRIL 7. 

*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Board.—New boiler plant in- 
stallation, Deanhouse Hospital, Throngsbridge, Hud- 
dersfield. Architect to Board, — Parade, Harrogate. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by May 

Gwimbledon sl a “of street lamps and 
fittings. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 16. 

APRIL 10. 

*tEssex CC.—Painting, renovations and _ repairs. 

Braintree County High School, Bocking Place. County 


A, Chelmsford. 
APRIL 14. 
*Wrexham BC.—Composition flooring. ironmongery, 
faience fireplace surrounds for 237 dwellings at various 


sites. 

APRIL 15. 
*Walthamstow BC.—External 
Housing Manager. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 17 
*Consett UDC.—Provision and fixing of shop win- 
dows to six shops on Moorside housing estate. ‘is 
Bell, Clerk of C. 


painting 342 houses. 


APRIL 21 
*Amold UDC.—Demolition on Oxclose housing 
estate. Council’s S. 

APRIL 30 


‘West Riding of Yorks CC.—General maintenance 
repairs at Knottingley CE Controlled School. 
MAY 10 
*Uxbridge UDC.—External painting 424 houses. E 
S&A, 263, High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


APRIL 12. 
*tCalne BC.—Roads and sewers in connection with 
28 dwellings, Broken Cross. Geo. Brown & Ptnrs., 
architects and surveyors, Brunel House, Bristol, 1. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 15 
Amersham RDC.—Little Chalfont drainage scheme, 
second stage. E&S, Elmodesham House. Dep. £3 3s. 
APRIL 17 
Clare RDC.—Small booster pumping station and 


about 270 lin. yds. pipes. Silcock and Simpson, 
engineers, 10, Park-row, Leeds 1. Dep. £5. 
APRIL 20 


Hartismere RDC.—Water Pa ~~ oe 
(sections 5, 6 and 7) and IV W. Herbert 
Bateman and Partners, engineers, Halifax House, Bank 
Plain, Norwich, Norfolk. Dep. £5 5s. 


APRIL 21 
Hoddesdon UDC.—Site preparation works, West- 
field estate—section 2. &S, Council Offices, 
Hoddesdon, Herts. Dep. £3 3s. 
Swadlincote UDC.—Advance preparation of Dark- 
lands-rd. housing estate. E & S. Dep. £2 2s. 


‘ APRIL 22. 
Mansfield BC.—Central water works depot, Great 
Central-rd. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


APRIL 23 
Thingoe RDC.—Construction of about 30 miles of 


water mains. Lemon & Blizard, engineers, 59, Tuf- 
ton-st., Westminster, SW1. Dep. oS & 
APRIL 24. 


West Riding of Yorks CC.—Reconstruction work 


to Bridge No. 127 at W 
ERS, Wakeficld, Dep _— Mill Station. County 


D APRIL 26 
of 250,000 RDC.—Construction of r.c. water tower, 
Edward gals. cap., near Poplar Farm, High Easter. 
i om Sandeman, Kennard & Partners, engineers, 
BY ere “st., Westminster, SWI. Dep. £5 Ss. 
achynlleth UDC.—Road and drainage works on 
. pate housing site. J. Brian Cooper, FRIBA, 
» Corporation-st., Birmingham. Dep. £2 2s. 


Ro: APRIL 28 

Pomme | and Stockbridge RDC. -——Contract No. 3, 

500,000" — mains, two f.c. reservoirs, capacity 
galls. and 50,000 galls. Lemon & Blizard, 

cagineers, Castle-Ine., Southampton. Dep. £3 3s. 





THE BUILDER 


MAY 1 
Chesterton RDC.—Fulbourne 
contract 3. E & S. Dep. £2 2s. 


sewerage scheme— 


MAY 3 
Gosport Waterworks Co.—About 2,640 yds. mains. 


Rofe & Raffety, epee, K 2 Victoria- St., West- 
minster. Dep. £2 2s 
GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Bermondsey.—FLats.—TP Com. have now approved 
layout, sketch plans and elevations submitted by H. V. 
Ashley & Winton Newman (the appointed architects) 
for the three blocks to be erected on the Roseberry- 
st. site, which together will comprise 56 flats. The 
largest (six-storey) block will have combined staircase 
and balcony access with a passenger lift incorporated 
within the staircase construction; the other two blocks 
(four-storey) will have staircase access. TP Com. have 
authorised the architects to proceed with the scheme. 
and to seek any further consents that may be neces- 
sary, and recommend that W. G. Edwards and A. 
Avery Hall, building and quantity surveyors, of 9-10, 
Blackfriars-rd.. SE1, be appointed to act as quantity 
surveyors. 

Bermondsey.—HousinG.—MH&LG consent __ has 
been given to the borrowing by BC of £104,041 in 
the erection of 52 flats in Ainsty-st. 

Bermondsey.—FLATS AND MAISONETTES.—TP Com. 
have approved revised preliminary proposals by Clifford 
Culpin & Ptnrs., for the erection of 239 flats, 53 
maisonettes and 11 dwellings over shops on Tower 
Bridge-rd., sites Nos. 12 to 16 (Abbey-st. north). It 
is anticipated that the development will take place in 
three phases, the first phase being the area between 
Tower Bridge-rd. and Riley-rd., the second phase 
being between Riley-rd. and Maltby-st., and the third 
phase being between Maltby-st. and the railway via- 
duct. TP Com. have authorised the architects to pro- 
ceed with the scheme and to seek all necessary consents, 
and recommend that Davis, Belfield and Everest, build- 
ing and quantity surveyors, of No. 9, Ashley-pl., SW1, 
be appointed to act as quantity surveyors for the 
scheme. 

Dagenham.—DweLtincs.—BS is to proceed with 
preliminary work for the erection of 96 dwellings on 
Marks Gate estate, contract 5. 

Dagenham.—Facrory ExXxTENSION.—Proposals bv 
Gla-Rev Products, Ltd., for the extension of their 
factory on the Hainault Industrial estate have been 
given TP consent. 

Enfield.—GyMNAsiIUM.—Subject to the approval of 
M of E, consent to loan and planning permission, 
Middlesex CC are recommended to approve the erec- 
tion of a new gymnasium at the Enfield boys’ grammar 
school at an est. cost of £18,530. 

Enfield.—ExTENSION TO Home.—Welfare Com. 
recommend the erection of an extension to the home 
at No. 44, ‘‘ The Ridgeway,’’ to provide for 24 
more beds, at an est. cost of £9,850. 

Friern Barnet.—SHops AND FLAtTs.—Middlesex CC 
has granted TP permission in respect of the erection 
of shops and flats in Woodhouse-rd., N12, proposed 
by UDC, subject to the approval of detailed plans, 
sections and elevations. 

Lambeth.—DEVELOPMENT.—Powers have been ob- 
tained by LCC Hsg. Com. to continue with the 
erection of block 4 of the five blocks of flats at Vaux- 
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hall-gdns. extension (Tate-st. site). Work had pre- 
viously been stopped when part of the site was dis- 
covered to be a disused burial ground. Estimated 
cost of excavation, removal and re-interment of the 
human remains, and of the additional foundation 
work required for block 4 will be £35,400. 

Putney Heath.—APppomiINTMENT.—The Works and 
Stores Com. of the Metropolitan Water Board have 
appointed H. H. B. Stewart & Co., surveyors, 33, 
Craven-st., WC2, as quantity surveyors in connection 
with the proposed additions to Putney Heath repump- 
ing station, to include a new pumphouse, at a total 
est. cost of £47,350. 

Shoreditch.—FLaTs AND MAISONETTES.—Hsg. Com. 
have approved plans for the erection of three blocks 
of dwellings on the Eagle-rd. Wharf area, Wenlock 
Barn estate. The first block, four storeys high, will 
front Eagle Wharf-rd. at its junction with New North- 
rd.. and will comprise 16 maisonettes; the second block 
will front New North-rd., south of the first, and will 
be five storeys high, comprising 16 maisonettes and 
four flats; the third will be four storeys high and will 
comprise 16 maisonettes. It will be at right angles to 
the second block. Plans were prepared by : 

Shoreditch. DEVELOPMENT.—Amended plans sub- 
mitted by BE for the erection of 12 maisonettes and 
four flats on the Hoxton-st. by Fanshaw-st. area have 
been approved by Hsg. Com. 

South Norwood.—CHILDREN’s Homes.—LCC Chil- 
dren’s Com. have approved a scheme for the erection 
of two detached houses, each for nine children, on a 
site of No. 35, Lancaster-rd., at an est. cost of £14,638. 

Southwark.—PRIMARY ScHOoL.—LCC Ed. Com. re 
commend the contribution as LCC’s share of £13,380 
towards the erection of St. Paul’s CE primary school 
in the educational building srogramme for 1954-55. 
The estimated total cost of the whole scheme is 
£69,319, and of the first stage £66,877. 

Stepney.—SITE EXTENSION. —The acquisition of a 
large printing works adioining the Osier-st. site is 
recommended by LCC Hsg. Com. for use as an ex- 
tension to the housing site. The property has an 
area of about one-third of an acre and would enable 
about 22 more dwellings to be provided. The esti- 
mated cost of acquisition, clearance and partial re- 
development is £15,250. 

Stoke Newington.—F.iats.—Sketch plans submitted 
by the MBC’s architects for the development of the 
site of Nos. 58-78 (even), Bethune-rd. by the erection 
of 52 flats at a total estimated cost of £117,313 are 
recommended for MBC’s approval. The proposed 
estate will consist of a four- and six-storey block of 
36 flats and two four-storey blocks of eight flats each. 
Hsg. Com. also recommend that the appointment of 
Howes and Jackman, 1, Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, 
WC1, as housing and planning consultant architects to 
the MBC be renewed for the year ending March 31, 
1955. 

Stoke Newington.—SitE AcQUuISITION.—Hsg. Com 
recommend the acquisition of Queen Fiizabeth’ ‘jaa 
housing site, and the appointment of Howes and Jack- 
man. 1, Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, WC1, as the 
architects for its housing development, as well as for 
the development of the Clissold-cres./Carysfort-rd./ 
Winston-rd. site. 

Stoke Newington.—Site AcQurmsiT1onN.—LCC are 
recommended to acquire additional properties in Fair- 
holt-rd. and Bethune-rd. to form part of the site for 
the proposed Sir Thomas Abney county primary school. 

Twickenham.—SiteE Acguistt1ion.—Council is to 
negotiate with Ministry of Housing to purchase 34 
acres of land in Richmond-rd. and 44 acres of land in 
Cambridge-park for housing purposes. The Richmond- 
rd. site would accommodate about 50 housing units 
and there was a valid planning consent applicable to 
the Cambridge-park site for the erection of 108 flats 
and 27 garages. Together, the two sites would accom- 
modate 200 units. 

Wandsworth.—CoLLeGeE ExTENSION.—The erection 
of an extension to Wandsworth technical college on 
a site in St. Ann’s-hill and Malva-rd. is recommended 
by LCC Ed. Com., who have approved a scheme for 
providing drawing offices, workshops, laboratories, 
etc., in a three-storey building linked to a metal-work- 
shop. The estimated cost is £64,800, and M of E has 
included the project in the 1954-55 further education 
building programme. 

Wandsworth.—Primary ScHoot.—LCC Ed. Com. 
recommend that a site of over two acres in King’s- 
ave.. Bonneville area. be acquired at estimated cost 
£18, 000 for the erection of a county primary school 
for 600 infants and juniors in the 1955-56 educational 
building programme 

Wimbledon.—Hovusinc.—BC have made compulsory 
purchase order to acquire 24+ acres of land in Plough- 
la., occupied by J. L. Eve Construction Co., Ltd., for 
housing purposes. 

Wimbledon.—Bui_DING Ptots.—N. Surrey Area 
Sub-committee have recommended Surrey County 
Planning Com. that permission be given for develop- 
ment of Cherry Tree Wood, Home Park-rd., as six 
building plots. 

Wood Green.—DEVELOPMENT.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend BC’s approval of the following submissions ow 
BE: revised sketch plans of the conversion of N 
217, Alexandra Park-rd. into two flats; a scheme for 
erection of two flats on ‘‘ The Spurs ”’ site, Grainger- 
rd.: and sketch plans of the erection of two flats on 
land at the junction of Albert-rd. and Crescent-rise. 
Hsg. Com. have also authorised BE to survey the 
property of No. 73, Palmerston-rd. so that a detailed 
plan can: be prepared for its possible conversion into 
flats. Other proposals by BE recommended for approval 
are sketch plans for the erection of four blocks of 
elderly. persons’ bungalows on the Grove-ave./ 
Rosebery-rd. housing site: two scheme amended sketch 
plans for the erection of three flats on the New-rd. 
site; and sketch plans for the erection of six flats om 
the Donovan-ave. site. 
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Wood Green.—Facrory ExTENSION.—Plans _ sub- 
mitted by H. Cullerne Pratt, ARIBA, 399-401, High- 
st., Stratford, E15, for the erection of a two-storey 
building in front of the existing factory premises at 
Sumara Works, Albert-rd., have been given TP 
approval by Hsg. Com. 

Wood Green.—FLat CONVERSION.—IP permission 
has been given to the conversion of a dwelling-house 
at No. 84, Grove-ave. into two flats, proposed by 
Warmans, surveyors, 312, St. Paul’s-rd., N1. 

Wood Green.—SHowRooMS.—The erection of show- 
rooms at the premises of Express Motors, Ltd., in 
Pinkham-way, has been granted TP permission by Hsg. 

om. 

Woolwich.—CuurcH.—Hsg. Com. are recommended 
to allocate a site at the junction of Sandling-rise and 
Southall-rise, on the Coldharbour estate, to the Fellow- 
ship of Independent Evangelical Churches, for the erec- 
tion of a Free Church, subject to the submission of 
plans and specifications for MBC approval. 

Woolwich.—APpPpoinTMENT.—MBC are recommended 
to approve the appointment of Searle and Searle, archi- 
tects, of Amen House, Warwick-sq., EC4, as archi- 
tects to prepare plans and specifications for the con- 
version into flats of the first and third floors of Ravens- 
bourne House, Eltham-rd. The firm have already pre- 
pared plans for the proposed third floor conversion, 
together with an outline scheme for the ground floor. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—TC seek approval for conversion of 
Non-Conformists Chapel at cemetery as crematorium. 

Accrington.—The Accrington Miners’ Assoc. to 
convert shop premises at corner of Lister-st./Black- 
burn-rd. as social club.—TC approved plans, rebuilding 
shops at Burnley-rd., for A. E. Dent, Ltd. 

Barnsley.—EC seek Min. approval for proposed 
Kendray sec. mod. sch., £215,000 est. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—BC to invite tenders for 107 
dwellings on second section of Abbotsmead housing 
site.—Approved amended scheme for extensions to 
Central Library, £10,500 est. 

Birkenhead.—EC approved erection of five practical 
rooms and two classrooms at St. Hugh’s RC sec. sch. 
—BC approved layout for three-storey block of eight 
flats at Mona-ter., Bedford-pl.; propose 14 police 
houses at Bramwell-cl., off Waterworks-rd.; approved 
in principle site at Holm-la. for erection of hospital, 
for Liverpool Reg. Hospital Brd. 

Carlisle.—Plans being prepared by W. C. Mangan, 
2, Ribblesdale-pl., Preston, Lancashire, for RC church 
in Edgehill-rd. 

Carlisle.—TC preparing detailed plans for erection 
of crematorium. 

Carlisle.—EC propose following in 1955/6 schs. pro- 
gramme.—Harraby sec. mod. sch., £99,000; Harraby 
inf., £39,000; Morton jun., £51,000; and special sch., 
for ESN children, £32,175 est. 

Chapel-en-le-Frith.—Ferodo, Ltd., to demolish four 
houses at East View, Hayfield-rd., and carry out exten- 
sions to works on the site. 

Chesterfield.— Hospital Management Com. approved 
major reconstruction scheme at Walton Hospital. 

Chislehurst.—Plans for building prim. sch. on Edge- 
bury estate, Chislehurst, at cost of £33,000 approved 


by MoE. 

Church (Lancs)—UDC approved plans for new 
warehouse and amenities block at Library-st., for 
British Waterways Depot. 

Coventry.—TC approved amended layout for 10 


shops with maisonettes over at Bell Green Neighbour- 


hood Unit. Section No. 5. Architects, C. F. Red- 
grave & Partners, 6, The Quadrant, Warwick-rd., 
Coventry. 


Durham.—Licence issued at £10,724 to F. Hind, 


Cow Close. Cornforth, for erection of six terrace 
houses at Cornforth-la., Coxhoe.—CC including in 
estimates £12,100 for improvements to Medomsley 
Children’s Homes. Cty. A, G. R. Clayton, Court-la., 


Durham.—17-acre site to be developed for housing at 
Willington. Architects, T. A. Page, Son & Hill, 75, 
King-st., South Shields. 

Eccles.—BC approved plans for extensions to pre- 
mises at 49, Wellington-rd., for Progress Motors 
(Eccles), Ltd. 

Eldwick (near Keighley).—Memorial Hall Com. pro- 
pose new hall Sg i of work by Direct Labour). 

Eston.—UDC S, N. C. Harrison, to prepare plans 
and estimates for erection of swimming baths. 

Gateshead.—Plans being prepared by C. S. Erring- 
ton, 46, Grainger-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for proposed 
extension to Admiralty shop at Mackley’s Works, 
Hawks-rd., for Clarke, Chapman & Co., Ltd.—TC 
has asked Newcastle City C to sell 14 acres of land at 
Saltmeadows for housing purposes.—BE, 

Winters, prepared plans for six police houses at corner 
Ventnor-gdns. /Saltwell-rd. South. 

Golborne.—UDC propose erection of 12 houses for 
resale. 

Halesowen.—Wolverhampton & Dudley Breweries, 
Ltd., propose erection of public-house at Howley 
Grange estate, Lapal, and new premises at the Manor 
Abbey estate. Architect, C. P. Greenwood. 

Hastings.—Approval in principle given TC to con- 
version of 12-14, Charles-rd., St. Leonards, into 18 
housing units, est. cost being £15,000. Plans by BE. 

Henley.—Appeal for £10,000 started to make Henley 
parish church safe. Thomas Rayson, FSA, RIBA, 
29, Beaumont-st., Oxford, in charge of scheme. 

Heywood.—TC approved plans, textile factory at 
Schofield-st., for J. Ingham, ‘‘ Moorcroft,’’ Manches- 
- rd., Heywood: two- storey office block at Aspinall- 

for Mutual Mills, Ltd. 

“ of Ely.—New sec. mod. mixed sch. at Littleport 
included in priority list of EC’s school building pro- 
gramme of major projects for 1955-56, subject to Min. 
approval.—Other projects which EC are hoping to get 
authority to build during that year are inf. sch. at 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 


BRASS AND COPPER TUBES 
The Brass and Copper Tube Association announce 
that, following changes in the market prices of 
metals, basis prices have been reduced from mid- 
night, March 26, as follows:— 


Reduced by Basis price 
per Ib. per lb. 
Copper tubes — vee, * 273d. 
Brass_ tubes ion aes 223d 
Brazed brass tubes” . $d. 344d 
Drawn brass strip sections #d. 323d. 
Copper-nickel tubes 70/30 #d. 353d. 


as follows: 
Reduced by 
per lb. 


The list prices of ferrules are reduced 


Copper-nickel ferrules 70/30 . +d. 
Brass and aluminium brass ferrules .. #d. 











Burrowmoor-rd., March, jun. sch. at Whittlesey, and 
voluntary jun. and inf. sch. at Wilburton. 

Keighley.—TC to lease site at Bracken Bank estate 
to Rev. E. A. J. Miller, vicar of Ingrow, for erection 
of church. 

Lancaster.—TC seek loan £107,577 for erection of 
86 houses. 

Leigh.—A. R. Lambert, Bridge Inn, Howe Bridge, 
proposes extension to Bridge Inn, £5/6,000 est. 

Leyland.—UDC approved scheme for immediate par- 
tial development of new town centre, which. includes 
conversion of council depot into shops, and link up 
between Broadfield-dr. and Towngate, £25/30,000 est., 
plus £11,000 for roadworks. 

Lymm.—Greenall, Whitley & Co., Ltd., Wilderspool 
Brewery, Warrington, have purchase d Lymm Rectory 
for conversion into hotel. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Estate Com. seeking approval 
to extending trading estate at Fawdon.—Breweries, 
Ltd., Haymarket, have bought six cottages at the 
Grove, Consett, Durham, which they propose to con- 
vert into hostel. Application for transfer of another 
licence has been granted.—Further extensions esti- 
mated to take 18 months to complete to be carried 
out at General Hospital. Plans by Sherrer & Hicks, 
27, Harcourt House, Cavendish-sq., W1. 

Oldbury.—Worcs CC to go ahead with erection of 
permanent clinic at Tividale-—TC propose further 7 
houses at Tividale Hall estate. 

Oswestry.—PC Council of St. 
storations to church, £10,000 est. 

Rawtenstall.—BC approved scheme for 10 bunga- 
lows at Adelaide-st., Crawshawbooth.—To prepare de- 
taled plans for erection of a new central bus stn. 

Redditch.—TC to prepare scheme for erection of 
chapel at Abbey Cemetery. 

Rotherham.—TC approved plans, alterations and 
additions to the Empire Super Kinema, for Rotherham 
District Cinemas, Ltd.; garage and repair works at 
Maspro-st.. for Enright Bros.; industrial building at 
London Works, Brinsworth-st., for Woodhouse & 
Rixson, Ltd. 

Rowley Regis.—Worcs CC propose erection of sub- 
sidiary health centre at Forge-la. 

Runcorn.—Greenall Whitley & Co., Ltd., Warring- 
ton, received licence for erection of public-house, 
‘ Half Way House,’’ at Halton-rd., and new public- 
house, ‘‘ The Cherry Tree,’’ at Town Hall estate. 

Runcorn.—UDC approved plans for a anes 
centre at Castner Kellner Works, for ICI, 

Salop.—CC propose first instalment of So ines 
Administrative Centre near Column, Shrewsbury. 
Work to commence in 1956. 

Scarborough.—TC to invite tenders for erection of 
16 flats on Barrowcliff estate. H. V. Overfield. BE. 
—F. W. Johnson, 16, High-st., Bridlington, architect 
for proposed church and parsonage off Westway, for 


Oswald propose re- 
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Ecclesiastical Commissioners.—TP Com. 
conversion of former YMCA hostel at 
into restaurant, for A. Corrigan. 
Scarborough.—TC propose 
library at Eastfield. “Work to commence next year. 
Staffs.—Bents Brewery Co., Ltd., Live eTPool, pro. 
pose erection of new licensed Premises at Baddeley 
Green estate, Newcastle-under-Lyme. 
Wednesbury.—TC to negotiate with J. Smith & Co 
(Bidford), Ltd., Smith-rd., for erection of 10 house 
at Milltields estate and four at Mesty Croft site. 
Wellingborough. —UDC considering “erection 
public hall and swimming pool, £15,000 est 
West Bromwich.—TC approved in pri nciple, erecs 
tion of Municipal Buildings at Highfields site, 
West Lancs.—RDC propose erection of 10 house 
and eight bungalows a. Hesketh-la., Tarleton, 
‘ Whitefield.—Essrow Cinemas, Ltd. » Teceived licence 
for rebuilding Mayfair Cinema, Besses Junction, 
Wigan.—Peter Walkers Cain Breweries, W arrington, 
propose erection of residential hotel at Mesnes.r 
and Holme-ter., £60,000 est. 


TENDERS 


has approvaj 
Pavilion-ter 


erection of branch 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
¢ 


{ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart 
ments. 

Ayr.—Corporation has had plans prepared for three. 
storey blocks consisting of 62 three- and 28 foy. 
apartment houses. Thomas O’Brien (A), architect 
Municipal-bldgs., High-st., Ayr. *Bl ackburn (Dum 


barton), Ltd., Castle-st., Dumbarton. 
Banffshire.—Plans prepared for new houses at the 
Gally Mill and Hutcheon sites, MacDuff. A, | 
Miller, Corporation A, Master of Works Office, 
MacDuff. Excavation, brick, building and allied works, 
*J. Porter, £5,980. Joinery, carpentry and allie 
works, *Alexander Buchan, Fraserburgh, £2,% 
Slating, roughcasting and allied works, *G. i Match 
£1,728. Plaster, lathing and allied works, *T, ¢, 
Cormack, £629. Electrical fittings installation and 
allied works, *F. Wood, £719. Plumbing, sanitary 
engineering and allied works, *R. G. Thomson, £1,5% 
(All others MacDuff.) 
Blackpool.—Erection of Mereside sec. 
for EC: *Atherton Bros., Ltd., 70, 


pool, £127,472. 

Bradford.—Dwellings for TC:—80 flats, and four 
shops at Jermyn-st., and 30 flats and 16 maisonettes 
at Thorpe Edge estate: *Geo Wimpey & Co., Ltd, 
London, £182.556 and £67,960; 224 houses and eight 
flats at Buttershaw estate: *Direct Labour, £325,094. 

Brierley Hifl.—135 houses at Forge-la. site, for TC: 
*J. E. Garratt & Co., Ltd., Brierley Hill. 


mod. sch 
Peter-st., Black 





Brighouse.—52_ traditional dwellings at  Cainla 
estate, for BC: *Gregory Housing, Ltd., Worthing, 
£66,447. 


Brighton.—Conversion of 3, 4, Vernon-gdns. and 
24, Windlesham-rd., into home a old people, for 
TC: *Jeffery & Sons (Hove), Ltd., £39 442. (Frank 
Palmer, Ltd., previously given the contract, have 
withdrawn their tender.) 

Brighton.——126 new-traditional Cornish Unit flats on 





Site 5B, Chelwood-cl. and Cuckmere-way, Holling- 
bury estate, for TC: *James Miller & Partners, 
£194,746. 


Bromsgrove.—20 houses at Snake-la., Alvechurch, 
for RDC: tHall Green Builders, Ltd., £30,475. 

Burton-upon-Trent.—Erection of a new grammi 
school, together with caretaker’s bungalow, tents 
courts, biology greenhouse, garden, etc., for CB. *The 
Butterley Co., Ltd., Butterley Park, Ripley, Nr. Dethy, 
£148,250. Subject to Ministry approval. ; 

Chester-le-Street.—Erection of 260 houses on the 
eastern section of the West-la. housing site, for UDC 


S, W. Ridley: *Direct Labour. 
Consett.—Six shops, four flats and eight garages # 
Moorside, for UDC: *Direct Labour. 
Dewsbury.—Adaptations to ‘‘ Highfield,” Halifar 
rd., for BC: *A. Armitage & Sons, Ltd., " Bradt 


rd.. Dewsbury, £9,301. 
Dover.—Work for BC:—Erection of eight houses 0 
the Aycliffe estate: *Groombridge & Binfield, Maison 


Dieu-rd., Dover, £11.640; erection of six houses 02 
the same estate: *Hedgecock Bros., London. 
Dover, £7,023. 

Dunston-on-Tyne.—Erection of a telecommunie 


tion building at Dunston-on-Tyne Power Station 
*Purdie & Lumsden, Oxford-st., Newcastle-on-Tynt. 
Cost £3,500. 

Durham.—Erection of Billingham North Rosebery 
rd. inf. new cty. sch. for County EC: *J. W. Hendet- 
son & Co. (Stockton), Ltd., Church-rd., Stockton 
Tees, £36,802. 

Durham.—Erection of a grid control room at Pelaw 
House, Durham. Architects, L. J. Couves & Partners, 
Carliol House, Newcastle-on-Tyne: Purdie & Lum 
den, contractors, Oxford-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Fulham.—Construction of a block of 8 flats on the 
sites of Nos. 26/28, Auriol-rd., which the Council 
has acquired. 


Geo. S. Garner and Son (Builders), Ltd., 
106, Greyhound-rd., W6 £13,607 
W. J. Marston and Son, £10: 1; Stephen- KS 
a iale- rd., SW6 ; a 
H. Franklin and Sons, Ltd., 261/7, Lillie- 73! 
— SW6 12,0 
Borough Architect and Director of Housing, a 
Town Hall, Fulham, SW6 11,7 
Cannon and Roaf, Ltd., William-st.. ‘Carshal- as 
ton, Surrey Be : Oa por 
tE. J.’ Lacy and Co., Ltd., Steel-rd., NWI0. I> 


Glasgow.—Construction of 239 Lawrence Crosswél 
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pon-trad. houses at Drumchapel. *Melville, Dundas 
yd Whitson, Ltd., *A. A. Stuart & Sons (Glasgow), 
Lid, and *Mactaggart and Michel, Ltd., £397,083. 
Fretion of 768 houses at Drumchapel, *Direct 
Labour, £1,307,770. 
w.—Extension to the factory of J. E. Small, 

Ltd., at Calgary and Kyle-st. James Taylor Thomson, 
MacCrae & Ptnrs. (F&A), architects, 212, Bath-st., 
Glasgow, P. & G. Anderson (Glasgow), Ltd., Wood- 
gde-ter-, Woodlands-rd., Glasgow. i : 
Glasgow.—Plans neg for new pumping station 
at Garthmunnock housing site, and also destructor 
depot for the Highway Department. The Civic Plan- 
ning and Architectural Department, Municipal-bldgs., 
George-sq.,, Glasgow. Pumping station, *Glasgow Cor- 
poration Direct Labour Department, £10,000. Destruc- 
tor depot, *Findlay & MacGeechan, Ltd., 1097, 
Tollcross-rd., Lanarkshire, £2,626. ; 
Glenrothes.—Construction of a footbridge over the 
Riven Leven, for the Development Corp.: *Thomas 
Menzies (Builders), Ltd., Kirkcaldy, £3,047. 

" Grimsby.—51 houses at Sutcliffe-ave. and Fletcher- 
1d. *Direct Labour. 
Harrogate.—24 flatlets at Grove House and Eleanor- 
1d. estate, for TC: *Arthur Stephenson (Harrogate), 
Lid., 52, Hookstone-chase, Harrogate, £25,710. 16 
wed persons’ bungalows at Kncrzesborough-rd.: *Bail- 
don, Ltd., Woodfield-rd., Harrogate, £17,557. ; 
Hebburn-on-Tyne.—lInternal alterations to provide 
dub at Argyll House, for Hebburn Trades and Labour 
Club and Institute: *J. M. Black, Ltd., Glen-st., 
Hebburn-on-Tyne. 

Hexham.—25 houses and also roads and sewers at 
Newbrough. Architects, W. Dixon & Son, 1, Colling- 
wood-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *J. H. Newman & Sons, 


xham. 

Taverness.—Corporation has had plans prepared and 
approved for 46 houses to be erected at the Dalneigh 
housing site. James Blackburn (F.), Council A, Muni- 
cipal-bidgs., Inverness. *Alexander Hall & Son, Ltd., 
Granite Hill-rd., Aberdeen. 

Isle of Ely.—Construction of the Wisbech College 
of Further Education: *Bettles Building Co., Ltd., 
Peterborough, £73,414. (Revised tender accepted sub- 
ject to MOH&LG approval.) ; 

on.—Construction of 39 dwellings on the 
Basire-st. housing scheme for BC. 

John Willmott & Sons (Hornsey), Ltd., N8 £86,149 

Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd., Lewisham, SE13 84,839 


Dove Bros., Ltd., NI - oe a. 83,242 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd. Kingston-on- 

Thames aa ae ae ea .. 78,983 
Peploe & Partners, Ltd., SW19 ee 78,512 
J, §. Alderton & Co., Ltd., SWI1 .. 77,878 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham, N17 77,392 
tGee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., W1  .. -. 76,430 

Lanarkshire—CC has approved of a list of the 


following eight firms of contractors who are to be 
invited to submit tenders for the council’s programme 
of standard schools. William Watt (F.), County Edu- 
cation A, County Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell- 
Wishaw; The Lanarkshire Builders, Ltd., Mossend, 
Bellshill. George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 37, Drums- 
heugh-gdns., Edinburgh; The Trussed Concrete Steel 
Co., Ltd., 10, India-st., Glasgow; James Miller & 
Ptnrs., Ltd., 18, George-st., Edinburgh; James Laidlaw 
& Sons, Ltd., Clydesdale Works, Rutherglen; The 
Bristol Aeroplane Co. (Weston), Ltd., Old Mixon, 
Weston-Super-Mare; The Pentland Trading Co., Ltd., 
12, Queen-st., Edinburgh; A. A. Stuart & Sons 
(Glasgow), 2275. London-rd., Glasgow. 
Lanarkshire.—Erection of new school houses and 
alterations to the existing buildings at Waterside prim. 
sch. for'CC. William Watt (F.), Education A, County 
Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. Excavation, 
brick, building and allied works, *John Logan & 
Sons, Ltd., 13, Lanark-rd., Carluke, £2,003. Joinery, 
carpentry and allied works, *James Forrest Milton, 
Lesmahagow, £667. Roof tiling and roughcasting, and 
allied. works, *William Perrie & Sons, Abbeygreen 
Works, Lesmahagow, £244. Plumbing, sanitary en- 
gineering and allied works, Gilmour & Gray, Ltd., 
13, Carlisle-rd., Kirkmuirhill, Lanark, £621. Plaster, 
lathing, cement and allied works, *Andrew Park & 
Sons, Strathavon, £221. Electrical fittings . installa- 
tion and allied works, William MacAdam, Ltd., 
Hamilton, £307. 

pe en Rebuilding of Ruckholt-rd. sec. sch. for 


Humphreys, Ltd. Fi .. £108,290 
Hammond & Miles... . 97,697 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd. 97,687 

ve _Bros., Ltd. vs ae 96,729 
J.& R. Rooff, Ltd... *f 96,466 
Charles §. Foster & Sons, Ltd. 93,628 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd. Le a 93,590 
& J. Rowley, Ltd. 93,140 
J. & J. Dean, Ltd. 89,769 


ss ondon (Air Ministry)—Contracts to value of 
00 or over for week ended March 27:— 
tuliding Work: E. Barker, Ltd., Hedon-rd., Mar- 
hg Hull; Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Coychurch- 
Wa, Bridgend, Glam.; Walter Peak, 17, Church-st., 
— Lancs.; Downing, Rudman & Bent, Ltd., 
Hr ew Wilts.; J. M. Jones & Sons, Builders, 
Alfre Highway Works, Bath-rd., Maidenhead: Sir 
Wi _ McAlpine & Son, Ltd., Hooton, Little Sutton, 
ba Cheshire; Geo. Drawson & Son (Contractors), 

-» Castle House, Linslade, Leighton Buzzard, Beds.: 
—— & Wakeford, Ltd., Daventry, Northants.: 
Civil Bey aeeksom Ltd., Elm-st., Fleetwood, Lancs. 
house ee: Cubitt & Gotts, Ltd., Westerfield, 
ée ich; E. Bowman & Sons, Stamford, Lincs; Devon 
Ppohere Ltd., Haven-rd., Exeter. 

seeenetion of Fuel Installation: W. & C. French, 
eer echhnarss Hill, Essex. Surfacing Work: Sparkes 
rir td., Spring-rd., Feltham, Middlesex. Pro- 

on of Hot and Cold Water Services: The Whit- 
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lock Heating Co., Ltd., Albert-bldgs., Garstang-rd., 
Preston. Provision of Ventilating Services: Saunders 
& Taylor, Ltd., Shell B.P. House, Oxford-rd., Man- 
chester. General Maintenance Work: Stanley Hugh 
Leach, Ltd., 231, Yeading-la., Hayes, Middlesex; 
Fred Pickering (Builders), Ltd., Rookery-st., Wednes- 
field, Staffs; J. Chapman & Sons, Ltd., Knighton 
Junction Works, Leicester. 

London (City).—Erection of a modern 80,000 sq. ft. 
office building on an island site between the Bank of 
England and St. Paul’s. The architects are Easton & 
Robertson, FF.RIBA, 53, Bedford-sq., WC1: *Trollope 
& Colls, Ltd., 41-44, Great Queen-st., WC2. (Build- 
ing to commence in June.) 

LCC.—Erection of cty. sec. schs., one for girls, the 
other for boys, and each with about 1,110 places, to 
form the county complements to Burlington sch. and 
St. Clement Dane’s sch., Hammersmith. 

Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich . .. £612,000 

A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham.. 609,726 


M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., Cheam 594,712 
Gee, Walker and Slater, Ltd., Westminster 540,963 
G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster .. 533,812 
Rush and Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup 530,868 
John Laing & Son, Ltd., Mill Hill 530,584 
*Tersons, Ltd., Finchley 515,773 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £530,974. 
LCC.—Erection of additional buildings at Sydenham 
cty. sec. sch., Lewisham West. 
Holloway Bros. (London), Ltd., Westminster £342,300 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., Cheam 334,178 


Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich . 333,824 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Paddington .. 333,569 
Taylor Woodrow, Construction, Ltd., St. 
Marylebone .. he oe oe .. 329,249 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham.. 324,916 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon .. 324,245 
G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster .. 321,678 
F. & H. F. Higgs, Ltd., Lambeth .. 320,552 
Richard Costain. Ltd., Westminster 319,743 
Tersons, Ltd., Finchley 317,785 


*Lavender, McMillan, Ltd., Worcester Park 316,757 

The comparable estimate of Messrs. Basil Spence & 
Ptnrs., the architects responsible for the scheme, is 
£317,999. 

LCC.—Erection of changing accommodation and 
other buildings on the education playing fields at 
Penge, Kent. 

Siggs & Chapman, Ltd., Croydon .. .. £39,447 
The Bunting Construction Co., Ltd.,Lambeth 39,130 


R. Mansell, Ltd., Croydon .. Re .. 38,110 
F. & H. F. Higgs, Ltd., Lambeth 37,773 
C. H. Gibson, Ltd., Croydon.. 37,243 
Grace & Marsh, Ltd., Croydon 36,842 
R. J. Rowley, Ltd., Tottenham .. 35,879 
Clarke Barton & Co., Ltd., Belmont. . 35,460 
S. G. & A. Agombar, Beckenham .. 34,780 
*Flowitt & Co., Ltd., Merton 34,415 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £36,634. 

LCC.—Erection of Quintin school and its county 
complement, St. Marylebone. 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd., City of London .. £450,632 
Percy Bilton, Ltd., Westminster ; ? 


Rowley Bros., Ltd.. Tottenham .. .. 444,999 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham.. 444,168 
Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington .. 429,500 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd.. Sidcup .. .- 427,893 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., Cheam.. 425,436 
G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster .. 419,683 
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Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. 412,101 
*Halse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich 995 


The comparable estimate of Mr. Edward D. Mills, 
FRIBA, the architect responsible for the scheme, is 
£415,000. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
WD during week ended March 20:— 

Fifeshire: Building, Andrew Crocket, Ltd., Dun- 
fermline. Yorkshire: Building, Ernest Hunter (Scar- 
borough), Ltd., Scarborough. ncashire: Build- 
ing, W. . Kenney, Ltd., Liverpool. Shropshire: 
Miscellaneous, Sir Alfred McAlpine & Son, Ltd., 
Wolverhampton. Brecknockshire: Building, T. F. 
Howells, Ltd., Caerphilly. Kent: Site excavation and 
sports ground, Ruddock & Meighan, Ltd., Weald- 
stone. London: Central heating installation, The 
Air Vent Heater Co., Ltd., London, N7. 

Suffolk: Building, Tooley & Youngs, Stalham. 
Berkshire: Building, J. B. Edwards & Co. (Whyte- 
leafe), Ltd., Kenley. Dorsetshire: Roofing, Asphalte 
Specialists, Ltd., Bristol 2. Wiltshire: Installation of 
automatic stokers, Mumford, Bailey & Preston, Ltd., 
Bournemouth. Hampshire: Renewal of economisers, 
Senior Economisers, Ltd., London, WCl. Warwick- 
shire: Building, Jehn Bowen & Sons, Ltd., Birming- 
ham 12. 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of 14. houses in Glenfield- 
. *W. E. Price, Acklam, Middlesbrough. 
Middlesbrough.—Rebuilding of fire-damaged stores 
in Linthorpe-rd., for E. Upton & Sons. Architect, 
Thomas A. Crawford, Borough-rd., Middlesbrough. 
General building work: *Stephen Coates, Ltd., Lang- 
baurgh-pl., Middlesbrough. Electrical work: *Ander- 
son & Son, Grange-rd., Middlesbrough. Heating 
work: *E. Dixon Barker & Son, Charles-st., West 
Hartlepool. 

Middlesbrough.—Conversion of ‘‘ Parkside’ into 
flatlets, for TC: *R. H. Bailey & Son, Ltd., Denmark- 
st., Middlesbrough, £7,291. 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of 11 shops and houses on 
the Berwick Hills housing site, for . Boro’ E, 
J. A. Kenyon, Municipal-bldgs.: *R. H. Bailey & Son, 
Denmark-st., Middlesbrough, £54,479. 

Middlesbrough.—{a) Middle Beck No. 2 cty. sec. 
sch., Ormesby-rd., including site works; (b) Longlands 
cty. col., Douglas-st., and site works, for CBC. Archi- 
tect, P. R. Middleton, Dipl. A, ARIBA. Quantities 
by (a) Turner & Ing, Darlington; (6) J. P. Allen & 
Hill, Newcastle-on-Tyne. (a): *F. Shepherd & Son, 
Ltd., York, £141,987; (b): *George Fordy & Son, 
Ltd., Stockton-on-Tees, £167,738. 

Middlesex CC.—Erection of nursery at Camden 
House site, Southgate. *Prestige & Co., Ltd., £25,583, 

Mold.—Erection of a new B. Power Station at Mold, 
for BEA. Architects, J. Couves & Partners, Carliot 


dr 


oes Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Laing & Sons, Ltd., 
arlisle. 
Morpeth.—Erection of a new hotel at Stobhill, Mor- 


peth, for Deuchar & Co., Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Architect, S. H. Lawson, Emerson-chbrs., Newcastle: 
— Miller, Ltd., 17, North-st., Newcastle-on- 

'yne. 

Morpeth.—Erection of a shopping parade at Mor- 
peth, to cost £20,000: *R. Carse & Sons, Oldgate, 
Morpeth. 

Nantwich.—48 houses and eight bungalows at Wis- 
taston Green estate, for RDC: *Whitchurch (Salop), 
Contractors, Ltd., Whitchurch, Salop, £73,728. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—62 houses and eight maison- 
ettes at Park site, Silverdale, for BC: *Cornes Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., Madeley Manor, Salop, £87,981. 

Preston.—Extensions to Fulwood Telephone Ex- 
change: *Thos. Croft & Sons, Ltd., Holme Slack 
Works, Blackpool-rd., Preston. 

Rothwell (Yorks).—40 flats at Wood-la. site, for 
UDC: *Frederick Clough, Twickenham House, West 
Ardsley, Morley, Wakefield, £42,145. 

Southampton.—Annexe to Millbrook (Green-la.) 
schs., for CBC. Boro’ A. Quantities by E. Morley 
Smith, FRICS, Southampton:— 


J. J. Udalls Building Co., Ltd. .. £5,176 
Rice & Son, Ltd. .. aa oe 5,052 
Louis S. Tuffin 4,895 
W. & R. Whittington 4,776 


A. E. Jukes & Sons, Ltd. .. “i «a 
Mullen & Lumsden, Ltd. “ en -. 4,625 
E. H. Burgess, Ltd. “i : . 
John Lewis Building, Ltd. 


Southampton.—Annexe to Bevois Town sch., for 
CBC. - Boro’ A. Quantities by E. Morley Smith, 
FRICS, Southampton:— 

J. J. Udalls Building Co., Ltd. £6,642 
L. S. Tuffin. . +3 ai oa 5,813 
Rice & Son, Ltd. .. . 5,798 
Mullen & Lumsden ‘és 5,720 
G. S. Hallum & Sons .. 5,597 
E. H. Burgess, Ltd. 5,525 


John Lewis Building Co., Ltd. .. i .. 5,490 
Southampton.—Ludlow-rd. inf. sch. (360 places), 
for CBC. __L. Berger, Dip. Arch, ARIBA, Boro’ 
A. Quantities by Messrs. McPherson & Partners, 


chartered quantity surveyors, Freemantle Lodge, 
Foundry-la., Southampton:— 

Richard Costain, Ltd. .. .. £76,295 
R. Corben & Son, Ltd... -- 75,416 
G. E. Prince & Son, Ltd. .. 75,412 
A. E. Jukes & Son, Ltd. ae a 75,372 
J. J. Udalls Building Co., Ltd... “4 4,684 
A. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd. 74,284 
E. H. Burgess, Ltd. .. bige Pe 72,384 
Wm. T. Nicholls (Southern), Ltd. .. 71,998 
J. Bates & Sons 8 


oe sis wa .. 68,889, 

Southampton.—New annexe, Sholing (Middle-rd.) 

Sec. girls’ sch., for CBC. L. Berger, Dip. Arch, 
ARIBA, Boro’ A:— 


J. Bates & Sons .. aa “a “a .. £5,073 
Rice & Sons, Ltd. wa “ga “a .. 4,994 
Louis S. Tuffin .. mm — 4,791 
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4,696 
4,630 
Iterations at Sholi ing 


W.:T: Nicholls (Southern), Ltd. 
John Lewis Building, Ltd. ; 
Southampton.—New offices and a 
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(Middle-rd.) inf. sch, for CBC. L. Berger, Dip. Arch, 
ARIBA, Boro A:— 


R. F. Freeman .. .. £4,400 
Richard Costain, Ltd. . 4,350 
A. E. Jukes & Son... 4,280 
kK: L&R Smith’... 4,210 
R. Corben & Son, Ltd. . 4,112 
John Lewis Building, Ltd. 4,063 
J. Bates & Son 3,896 
L. S. Tuffin : i - 3,786 

Southampton. —Mansel-rd. jun. and inf. sch. (560 
places), for CBC. Boro’ A. Quaitities by Langdon 
& Every, chartered quantity surveyors, Southampton:— 
A. E. Jukes & Son, Ltd., Southampton .. — 317 
R. Corben & Son, Ltd., Kent. ts 0:476 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., Surrey . 5 385 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Kent 75,850 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., London 70,733 
A. sens & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., 

a hi 69,896 

Wm. T. ‘Nicholls (Southern), Ltd., Southamp- 

ton 69,494 

Southport. —Erection of extensions at King George 

sch., for TC: *T. Southworth & Sons, Ltd., 142, 


Virginia- st., Southport, £4,891. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Erection by private enterprise of 
166 houses and eight shops on land west of Roseberry- 
rd. Architect, F. W. Turnbull, White House, Carl- 
ton: *Kendrews, Ltd., The Green, Norton, Stockton- 
on-Tees. 

Tynemouth.—Erection of net | Monkhouse cty. 
prim. sch., for EC. Boro’ E, D. O’herlihy, 16, 
Northumberland-sq.. North Shields: ia Peel, Lid., 
East Mill Works, North Shields, £83,454. 

Tynemouth.—Structural work in connection with the 
second stage of the Wansbeck pumping stn. scheme, 
for TC. Water E, C. F. J. Lisle, Victoria House, 
Northumberland-sq., North Shields: we Ltd., 
Bowesfield-la., Stockton- on-Tees, £27, 

Wallsend.— Work is in hand on _ aniiailiie of 
a bottling depot for Whitbread & Co., Ltd., London, 


i? oer ae 
STEEL-CRETE ( 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5621 




















Boyle's -cess.- Ventilator 

















April 2.1954, 
WCl1. Plans by firm’s staff architect, i. Rankine, 
LRIBA, FIAS: *T. B. Pearson & Son, W alker, New. 


castle-on-Tyne. 
Wilton.—Erection of 29 flats in Fancy-row, for TC: 


*R. Moulding & Sons, £54,181 (subject to MOH&LG 
approval). 
Wiltshire.—Erection of new police houses and 


garages, for CC. Pair of houses at London-rd, , Chip. 
penham: *Smith & Lacy, Ltd., Corsham, £3 916; 
single house and garage at Aldbourne: *Eades Bros, 
Ltd., Charlton, £2,545; one pair of houses at Priory. 
st., Corsham: *Smith’ & Lacy, Ltd., £3,828: 
house and garage, Bath-rd., Cricklade: *E Cor 
Lane, Swindon, £2,244; single house with office an 
garage at Ramsbury: *Eades Bros., Chariton, £2 561: 
pair of houses at Hilperton-rd., Troy wbridge: *y" 
Holdoway & Sons, Ltd., Westbury, £4,300; Pair of 
houses at Boreham Field, Warminster: *T, Holdoway 
& Sons, £3,703. 

Wimbledon.—Erection of two flats on sites of 62-64, 
Wandle-rd., also on sites of 26-28, Landgrove-rd,, for 
BC: *H. J. Richie & Son, Ltd., £3,004 and £3,065 re. 
spectively. 

Woolwich.—Erection of 50 flats and 47 houses, Lory 
Warwick-st. (south side), St. Mary’s Re developmen, 
Area. *Direct Labour, £173,939. 








———== 


Te 


LOADBEARING BLOCKS 
8th EDITION 


TECHNICAL BROCHURE 
for latest data 


BROAD & CO. LTD., 4 SOUTH WHARF 


LONDON, W.2. PADdington 706! 












, SS 
THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING C2 


SALES,HIRE 
ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9. HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 





TELL LOUGHTON 5022 























Phone or write: 
scottoend| |. Gea | |e 
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Telegrams: “EFEMBE, Holb., London’! ROBERT BOYLE & SON STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
The Address of your Branch Secretary VENTILATING ENGINEERS Victoria Works, 
aessla ideal ae yh ine ere al Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
. GUs po BROTHERS LIMITED 
BUILDERS 
- Build ing Contractors CONTRACTORS 
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, Wa 00 5474 Registered Office? Works? 
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